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KGYP'T 


EDITORTAL ADVISES GOVERNMENT ON SOUND ECONOMIC REFORM 


Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 31 Mar 80 p 1 


[Editorial by Mustafa Kamil Murad: "“Opposition's View: Alternative in 
Economic Reform" ] 


[Text] In the previous editorial, we explained the party's view on the 
monetary and economic reform to build a new economic structure that responds 
to the open-door policy and realizes its goals. We also pointed out the 
party's view on the failure of the government statement to formulate a 
visualization for a new economic structure for the country and to deal with 
the amendments needed by such a structure in all the country's monetary, 
economic, trade and financial laws. 


We also pointed out the failure of the government statement to mention the 
inflation rates and the policy proposed to deal with this rising inflation. 
We also pointed out the modifications needed to be introduced to reform the 
economic aspects, starting with the monetary policy in view of the fact that 
currency is tantamount to the blood that cruises in the Egyptian economy's 
arteries. We demanded the creation of a commercial monetary market where 

a single real price is determined for the Egyptian pound, thus increasing 
the financing by the savings of Egyptians wcrking abroad and enhancing the 
volume of investments and the sphere of tourism. We complemented all this 
by urging the need to raise the interest rate for the savings of Egyptians 
in Egyptian pounds purchased in free currency, the way England and the 
United States do, and to abolish the incentive price because it is no longer 
compatible with the open-door policy. 


We also demanded the promulgation of a new currency law and a new law for 
banking, credit facilities and the central bank. We further demanded 
elimination of the discrimination between the joint Egyptian banks, which 
are Egyptian joint-stock companies in which Egyptians own more than one half 
the capital, and the public sector banks. We also demanded abolition of 

the regulations on importation without currency remittance and ministerial 
decree No 600 of 1979 which stirulates that customs fees on commodities 
imported without currency remittance be paid in free currency. In addition, 
we demanded abolition of decree No 91 which sets the profit rates for 

















commodities imported without a currency remittance because this decree 
becomes meaningless when the system of importation without currency remlt= 
tance is abolished, 


In this editorial, we will complete our view on the country's economic reform 
by dealing with the following points: 


First, banknote issuance policy: 


The government statement makes no mention of this policy, other than to 
point out that the final deficit in the state budget is 1.1 billion pounds, 
considering that the government has made up for the initial deficit in the 
budget by borrowing more than one billion pounds from social security and 
pension funds, from the revenues of investment certificates and from the 
mail savings. This is acceptable economically as long as the borrowing is 
within sound limits that enable these funds to continue to meet their 
commitments toward social security recipients, pensioners and toward sub- 
scribers to the mail saving fund and investment certificates. The govern- 
ment statement further fails to point out how the final deficit, amounting 
to 1.1 billion pounds, will be met and merely states that the government will 
borrow from the Central Bank sums within the limits of the plan investments. 
This means that the government will borrow from the Central Bank by issuing 
treasury permits equal in value to this sum which in turn means that the 
Central Bank will issue new banknotes equal in value to the government 
treasury permits. 


In our opinion, government borrowing from the Central Bank for treasury 
permits should not exceed under any circumstances 10 percent of the state's 
sovereignty revenues or 310 million pounds as a maximum. Else, such borrowing 
causes issued banknotes to exceed the permissible limits, thus leading to 
higher inflation rates and, consequently, higher prices. This is what all 

of us, both government and opposition, are trying to deal with. 


Moreover, if the government wants real monetary reform that stops inflation 
and curtails the rise in prices, it should not resort to borrowing from 
commercial banks and should limit this borrowing from the banking apparatus 
to the Central Bank alone. Every loan should be made by way of an indepen- 
dent law approved by the People's Assembly so as to make it possible to 
establish sound monetary controls that curtail inflation. The borrowing 
should not be done on the strength of a permit [ta'shirah] in the budget 
allowing the government to borrow from banks, i.e. to issue banknotes equal 
in value to the deficit in the budget, which is something that is very 
serious. We demand a clear reply from the minister of finance on this issue 
out of our concern for the soundness of the country's monetary structure. 


Second, new capital market: 


In its statement, the government has announced the creation of a public 
authority for the capital market to establish the rules necessary to expand 




















this market by increasing regulated dealings in paper money, i.e. in stocks 
and bonds. ‘This is a sound policy approved by the Socialist Liberal Party 
and is a policy which this party has urged for several years on the basis 
of its program. In this regard, we advise the government to adopt the 
following: 


A. Issue a law sti,ulating that all public sector companies (with a total 
capital of more than 10 billion pounds) be listed in the Cairo and Alexandria 
stock markets which are among the world's oldest stock markcts so that they 
may enrich this market with the needed commodity (shares and bonds). 





B, Estimate the market value of the public sector companies' stocks, then 
corrent the capital of these companies to bring it to its most suitable 

size and, finally, offer the capital of the companies for public subscrip- 
tion, with a guarantee of a minimum profit of 10 percent per share. The 
government previously followed such a policy when it offered the steel and 
iron [companies'|] shares for public subscription in 1954. The government 
should exempt the interest [presumably meaning profits] of these new shares 
from the commercial profits tax and the movable property tax and should 
offer annually no less than 500 million pounds worth of shares [for subscrip- 
tion] in the next 5 years. The economic results of such an action are: 


1. Reducing the open drawing ot the public sector companies, thus reducing 
the means of payment and curtailing the inflation rates and the price 
increases. 


2. Channelling the private sector's liquid savings toward investment 
instead of consumption, thus reducing the means of payment. This in turn 
leads to curtailing the inflation rates and the rise in prices. 


C. Register the open-policy companies’ shares in the stock market as soon 
as these companies issue their first budget in order to enrich this market 
and to increase what it offers for purchase and sale. 


D. Permit the purchase of stocks and bonds in free currency after creation 
of the commercial currency market. 


E. Abolish all the laws that set limits on the distribution of the public 
sector companies’ profits and all the laws issued in 1961 to ban the private 
sector's participation in the shares of most of the nationalized public 
sector companies. 


By urging this, we are not--contrary to what some people claim--calling for 
selling the private sector. But we are calling for correcting the capital 
of the private sector companies to make it reach its ideal size and for 
offering the excess for the citizens’ subscription, with a guarantee of a 
minimum 10 percent profit for these shares and with exempting these profits 
from taxes. 


This is the prmary alternative in the economic reform to serve the country's 
interest. 


8494 
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EGYPT 


'AL=AHRAR' MOVES INTO NEW OFFICES 
Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 31 Mar 80 p 2 


[Text] Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, chairman of the People's Assembly Arab 
Affairs Committee and member of the Democratic National Party's Political 
Bureau, has expressed his condolences to AL-AHRAR family at the offices 
of the newspaper in Shubra al-Khaymah on the death of Shaykh Imam 
"Abd-al-'Azim ‘Awad, the chairman of the Liberal Party in Shubra al-Khaymah 
and the director of AL-AHRAR offices. “he meeting was also attended by 
accountant Yusri Fayid, the director of Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din's office, 
and Muhammad 'Abd-al-Majid 'Abd-al-Hamid, the National Party's assistant 
secretary in the area. Dr Muhyi-al-Din also expressed his happiness for 
the opening of AL-AHRAR's new offices in Shubra al-Khaymah and lauded the 
pioneer approach followed by the newspaper in shedding light on the 
problems and obstacles facing the area and in helping him to understand 
the area's problems. Dr Muhyi-al-Din has been stunned by the method 
employed for the usurpation of state-owned lands before the eyes and ears 
of all the executive agencies and by the fact that this usurpation is 
considered a fait accompli. Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din also criticized the 
method followed by Dr Ahmad Fahim, al-Qalyubiyah Governor, in distributing 
the popular housing in the area, Dr Fahim's favoring of some People's 
Assembly members from outside Shubra al-Khaymah and his giving them 
popular housing apartments. Dr Muhyi-al-Din has decided that he will 
share AL-AHRAR's interests by offering solutions for the area's problems 
and by hosting the ministers and high-ranking officials and having them 
pay on-the-spot visits to the area to familiarize themselve: closely with 
the nature of the area and of its problems. 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT PROJECT TO SELL SANDWICHES, FRIED FISH CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 31 Mar 80 p J 


[Article by Layla ‘'Abd-al-Salam: "Ar. Government Sandwiches and Frying 
Pans for Propaganda or to Provide Food?“] 


[Text] The latest scream in t' hore of the fight against greed and 
against the exploitation of t). toiicrs is the government's declaration 
that it will enter the market (» sell broad bean and (tu'miyah) [or falafil, 
fried paddies made of broad be». ' chick-peas, onions and parsley) to 
the citizens. 


We all know that the government has already added to its tasks the task 
of selling fried and grilled fish! 


Is this the only positive way at the government's disposal to check the 
immense tide of fabricated inflation? Is the government's assumption 

of the role of a vendor the only thing that it can do well now and is it 
the role to which it can find no alternative to control prices? 


In an attempt to shed light on this "government phenomenon," Dr Mustefa 
al-Sa'id, the professor of economics and the vice dean [wakil] of the 
school of economics [not further identified], says: 


There is no doubt that the government's role is bigger than this. But at 
the same time, the government is eager to supply the popular consumer 
goods at the cheapest prices possible and also eager not to seize the 
private sector. Out of its desire to make things easier for the poor 
classes, the government has intervened in these projects to eliminate the 
middlemen. In this case, the government is carrying out its fundamental 
duty of resorting to a popular method to supply goods. But the question 
is: Can the government manage such small projects or not? 


"Project for Propaganda" 


Dr Hafiz Shalat, an economics professor at the Ministry of Planning, says: 











ihe government role should be bigger than thie, The government ahould 
descend to the level of the popular units, observe their method of sale 
and atop the soecalled “bonuses” in the cooperatives, 


Therefore, the government's role is to observe and supervise the progress 
of work in these cooperatives to make sure that subsidized consume: 
commodities reach those in the society who deserve them. We have read 

in the papers that fish disappears from the cooperatives and turne into 
sardines and kippere. These things are supposed to be stopped. 


A project Like the fish, broad beans and tu'miyah project must be studied 
well and established in the areas that can benefit from such a project. 
I doubt that such a study existe, 


If the goal of coming up with such projects is to subjugate the private 
sector and make it sell at cost price, then we must supply the private 
sector with the essential goods that it needs. 


If we thought a little and planned in a sound manner, we would not let a 
man waste one hour or more of his time waiting to get a sandwich, Have 
the officials in charge of such projects taken into account the economi- 
cally wasted time that the person who wants to purchase a cheap sandwich 
loses’ Of course not. To my thinking, this project is carried out for 
propaganda! 


"Meat Problem Is More Important" 
Dr Mahmud al-Saqqa, a law professor at Cairo University, says: 


The government has begun to fee! that everything has become expensive and 
has thus started to look for small projects for the sake of propaganda. 


What is important here is: What does the government mean by undertaking 
such projects’? What is the name that we can give such economic efforts? 
Moreover, who shoulders the cost of the price difference? What is more, 
the government neglects other markets and fails to deal with them. For 

example, meters are found in taxicabs for decoration only and the driver 
abides by neither the meter nor the number of passengers. 


Though the government has been operating “limousines,” this service is 


still unknown and geared toward foreigners only. 


There are numerous other problems. Why isn't the government coming up 
with solutions for them? 


In my opinion, the urgent problem is not that of broad beans, tu'miyah 
and fried fish but that of food supplies and of providing the commodities 
essential for the Egyptian citizen's daily life. 

















Dr Mahmud al-Saqqa wonders: Why doean't the government think of Clheone 
projects’? la it covering ite inability to solve other problema’ Let us 
give as an example the chronic “meat problem." Doesn't thia problem 
deserve more attention than broad beans and tu'miyah? 


"Government Loss" 
But what do the sembers of the popular councils say? 


Sayyid Matar, the deputy chairman of al-Jizah Governorate Popular Council, 
says: 


The government's aim is to establish a balance in the prices and to prevent 
the greedy merchants from exploiting the people and, consequently, to bring 
down the prices. 


The government intervenes in this case with subsidies to see that goods 
reach the consumer, It is possible that the government will incur a loss 
and will not make profite from these projects. 


Rawiyah ‘Atiyah, chairman of the Martyrs Families Association and member 
of al-Jizah Popular Council, says: 


The competition is supposed to be within the private sector, especially 
since the fish and beans cooperatives will not be enough for all the 
residential areas. However, the government is trying to offer the citizens 
some facilities because of the high prices. The price of [a kilogram of | 
fish has reached 2 pounds everywhere. 





The fish produced by Lake Nasir is supposed to be distributed to the 
various sectors and, consequently, to supply the citizens with their needs 
at the price set by the government. 


The government's role is bigger than this [selling of beans and fried 
fish] and it must give the private sector the chance to offer services 

to the citizens at the proper price. This cannot be achieved unless food 
supplies are made available so that they may reach the consumer at a 
reasonable price and so that the government may devote its efforts to 
solving the problems of housing, of supplying food and clothing and of 
roads and traffic. Beans and tu'miyah are definitely not the government's 
task! 


"Their Service Is Better" 


The owners of broad beans and tu'miyah [sandwich] shops also have their 
opinion. 


"Abd-al-Fattah Mustafa al-Jawadi, the owner of the Ni'mah [blessing] 
Beans and Tu'miyah Shop, says: 














The government has seized the broad beans in the atorehouses |al-makmurat | 
and this is why bean prices have risen, The wholesale price of a single 
irdab of broad beans has reached 40 pounds before the eyes and ears of the 
government which has not stirred to control the price, Moreover, the oil 
rations that we get from the [Public] Supply [Authority] are not enough 

for our work and, therefore, we resort to the black market to get our needs, 


The government sandwich is totally different from the private sector's 
sandwich, In the private sector, the service is better and the cost is 
higher, not to mention the salad, the sesame seed paste and the bage in 
which sandwiches are wrapped. 


Beans for Animals 
Muhammad Jabir, the owner of a tu'miyah shop in al-Jizah, says: 


Labor is unavailable and the wages of a worker for a single shift have 
reached 2.5 pounds whereas the wages of a similar worker in the public 
sector do not exceed /0 piasters. 


We should also not forget that the government gets what it needs easily--a 
few piasters for a kilogram [of broad beans]--whereas we have to pay 
fourfold the price because there is no control over the wholesalers of 
beans. 


The oil rations are insufficient. We are forced to purchase from the black 
market for 50 piasters per kilogram whereas the government gets what it 
needs easily. 


The government is required to watch the prices, to supply the consumer 
goods and then to bring people to account. It should leave these small 
projects for the private sector because the government task is bigger than 
this. 


Hasan Hassan, chairman of al-Ahram Cooperatives Company, says: 


Broad beans are available at the cooperatives. A total of 450 tons are 
offered for sale weekly, not to mention 600 tons of crushed beans. The 
state subsidizes the prices of beans sold at the cooperatives. As for the 
broad beans and tu'miyah project, I am not responsible for it. It is under 
the control of the Fish Company which has not gotten any beans from me. 


Muhammad 'Abd-al-Fattah, chairman of the Egyptian Fish Company's Board 
of Directors and the project initiator, says: 


The owners of the private sector shops are thieves and each of them owns 
one building at least. They gather oroad beans from the cooperatives 
through middlemen. 




















| do not get the beans from the cooperatives but from the Loan Bank at a 
price subsidized by the government. 


There is a shortage of tu'miyah cooks, 1 am conducting at present a study 
on the popular areas’ needa of other inexpensive meala, It is enough for 


us that the public ia very happy. 


8494 
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EGYPT 


DEPUTY NASSAR VIEWS LAW OF SHAME AS SHACKLE TO FREEDOM 
Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 31 Mar 80 p 4 


[Article by Mumtaz Nassar: "Draft Law of Shame Is Heavy Shackle to 
Citizens’ Freedom") 


{Text} The draft law to protect values against shame is a shackle to 
democracy and freedom. It undermines the rights and duties stipulated in 
chapter six of the constitution. It establishes penalties, in the form 
of measures, and gives the power to non-judiciary people to participate 

in imposing these penalties. This is a most serious thing that undermines 
the constitutional liberties and rights, and even human rights. Moreover, 
the draft law denies the citizen the right to resort to his ordinary 
judge--a right stipulated in article 68 of the constitution--because the 
values court is no more than a special court. 


The statement that the ordinary judge stipulated in the constitution is 
the judge that the legislation designates is a faulty statement. This 
statement is in conflict with the constitution because the ordinary judge 
is the one who possesses all the qualities of independence, impartiality 
and selflessness. These qualities are not available in the non-judiciary 
elements participating in the structure of the values court. 


If it is said that this court examines political cases and adopts political 
measures, then this statement is refuted by the objection that judges 
should not have been involved in issues engulfed by politics from every 
side. 


If non-judges have to take part in this court, then the right opinion 
would have been to exclude from the structure of this court any element 
not possessing the qualities of impartiality, selflessness, independence 
and immunity--all of which are found in the ordinary judge alone. To put 
it briefly, this law is tantamount to a heavy shackle that will affect 
the citizens’ rights and liberties--rights given by the constitution 

and approved by human rights [organizations] everywhere. 
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Moreover, the statement that there are lawsa similar to this one is a state- 
ment for which no support can be found in the legislations of the various 
countries. The least with which this law can be described is that it 
brings back a sad period through which we went in the past and in which 
political ostracism and the threat of political oatraciem was used against 
the proponents of the other opinion. This is something serious that 
shatters the foundations of chapter three of the constitution, 
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PROBLEMS OF MINISTRY OF SUPPLY WITH BREAD PRODUCTION DISCUSSED 


Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 31 Mar 80 p 5 


[Article: "Minister of Supply Admits: I Am Unable to Supply Loaf of 
Bread and I Prefer to Eat French-Type Bread; Tahun Accuses His Ministry's 
Agencies of Failure; Bakery Owner Makes 100 Pounds Daily"| 


[Text] Nasif Tahun, the minister of supply, has admitted the failure of 
his ministry's agencies to control the private sector bakeries producing 
local and European types .f bread and said that these bakeries violate 
the weights and the specifications. 


This came during the discussion on the loaf of bread in the People's 
Assembly Economic Committee. 


The minister also added that he has .ailed to reach agreement with the 
owners of these bakeries and that he is subjected by them to extreme 
pressures “which I cannot fight" because of the inability of his ministry 
to supply bread at the present time through its automatic bakeries and to 
increase the number of its distribution outlets. 


The minister asserted that despite his agreement in his frequent meet ings 
with bakery owners to cede the ministry's rights to penalties and to social 
security subscriptions, he has not felt so far any tangible improvement 

in the quality of the loaf or any abidance by its [government~-specified] 
weight. 


Members’ Astonishment 


Nasif Tahun's statements astonished and surprised the committee members, 
especially his statements regarding his wish to change the society's 
consumption pattern--meaning to transform the main dependence in consump- 
tion to the European loaf rather than the local loaf. He has urged such 
a transformation by stating that he has found out that the construction 
of an automaiic European line costs no more than 130,000 pounds whereas 
the construction of an automatic local line costs 570,000 pounds. 
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In his confessions, the minister of supply admitted that a mistake was 
committed in importing and inatalling the automatic lines for the produc- 
tion of local bread and that thie mistake has rendered a number of Lines 
idle and powerless due to the lack of spareparts. Thie ia in addition to 
the repeated electric power outages that cause a drop in the production 
capacity, 


Valy Solution 


Nasif Tahun said that despite the diverse sources from which the local 

lines are imported, no bakeries compatible with our needs have been designed 
eo far. Contracts were also concluded for bakeries which we have not 
received yet and which were supposed to be delivered 18 months ago. The 
ministry has not yet been able to operate the lines that it has imported 

at their full capacity and even though the capacity of the lines amounts 

to 120 sacks [of flour) daily, they are producing only 80 sacks daily 
[presumably by each line]. 


The minister said that the solution lies in installing the automatic Lines 

producing European bread in all the governorates, major cities and adminis- 
tretive centers because each of these lines produces 3,000 loaves per hour, 
thus making it possible to meet a large part of the consumption needs. 


Unleashing a severe attack on bakery owners, the minister of supply said: 
Each bakery makes a net profit of no less than 100 pounds daily. Yet, the 
owners of these bakeries claim that they have sold the jewelry of their 
wives [to survive]. if one of them wants to expand by setting up a 
macaroni plant, he circumvents the law and applies for the plant in the 
name of his wife so as to avoid control. 


The minister added: The bakery owners' awareness of their control over 
the situation and of the government's inability to meet the deficit if 
they refrain from producing has enabled them to dictate their will. Some 
of their strange demands include the demand that the Ministry of Supply 
pay the workers' social security subscriptions and cancel all the overdue 
subscriptions, their interest and the penalties entailed by the delay. 

He said that he has responded to their demand for cancelling the penalties 
but that he has stuck to his position on not relinquishing the payment of 
future social security subscriptions. 


Minister's Promises Again 


The minister added: They have demanded that the wages paid to the adminis- 
trative workers be added to the costs. One of them [bakery owners] has 
said that he has in his bakery eight administrators, each of whom carns 

2 pounds daily, including days off and official holidays. 


Nasif Tahun made one of his usual bright promises when he said that in the 
next 5 years the ministry will have full control of bread production in 
the major cities, the provincial capitals and the administrative centers. 
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On the other hand, numerous proposals were offered by the deputies, ‘Adil 
Haddad demanded that a contravening bakery be seized and operated [by the 
government] to set an example for the others, 


Ahmad ‘Izzat proposed implementation of law No 39 of 1970 which seta the 
operation hours of the bakeries, suggesting that certain hours be set for 
the operation of the European bakeries to produce bread and other hours 
to produce cookies and pastries, 


‘Abd-al-Rahim al-Ghul said that the fault in the government is in the fact 
that it takes into consideration Cairo and Alexandria only and forgets the 
provinces, He demanded that the power of the system extend to Upper Egypt 
so that chaos may not erupt there in bread production, 


Once again admitting the weakness of the government control, the minister 
said that this control will not be able to do anything unless it is 
assisted by the popular control [organizations]. The meeting ended with 
the conferees agreed not to agree. The issue has still more to come under 
the dome [of the People's Assembly). 
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DIVIDED VIEWS IN SOCTALIST LIBERAL PARTY LEADERSHIP ON LAW OF SHAME 


Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 31 Mar 80 p 5 





EGYPT 


[Article by Hilmi Salim: "Party Rejects Any Law Conflicting With Liberties; 
Mustafa Murad: Problem of Inflation Is More Important Than Normalization 
of Relations; Important Decisions by Permanent Council on Law of Shame"'] 


{Text} The Liberal Party's Permanent Council held an important meet ing 


last Tuesday under Mustafa Kamil Murad, the party chairman. 





The meeting was attended by the party's provincial chairmen, the Political 
Bureau members, the chairmen of the specialized committees and a group of 
public figures and dealt with the most important domesti: and external 


issues of the hour. 


The meeting started with a discussion on the party's organizationa 


measures at the central and provincial levels. Murad al-Sibsati, the party 
secretary general, delivered an address in which he explained the party's 


work plan in the coming phase. 


It has been decided to divide the General Secretariat into teams to visit 


the governorates in order to bolster the party action in them. 


The meeting then dealt with the law of shame and a heated discussion took 
place between those who reject the draft law in principle and those of the 


council members who have reservations on it. 
Rejection of Socialist Prosecutor's Position 


At the outset of his address, Mustafa Murad said: 


It is in the national interest that the party express its opinion on the 
law of shame. While underlining the political liberties, we reject any 

law conflicting with the fundamental liberties stipulated by the consti- 
tution. “hile discussing this law, we stress the need that all courts of 


all structures be composed of judges only. We reject the socialist 


prosecutor's position which emerged under the canopy of the revolutionary 
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legitimacy. There is no call fc. the presence of this position under the 
constitutional legitimacy, especially since a judge has all the powers 
to examine all cases. 


We also reject the presence of the socialist prosecutor as a member of the 
People's Assembly because of the overlapping of powers that this presence 
creates, 


Murad wondered how such an obvious contradiction can be present in the 
draft law of shame which can deny a person the right to run for election 
to the local councils while permitting him to run for election to the 
membership of the People's Assembly which is a higher level. We believe 
that the penalty of denial [of such right] should be omitted because 
barring a person from running for election is tantamount to obstruction 
of the fundamental liberties stipulated by the constitution. 


Political ostracism ended with the end of the Socialist Union and with the 
stabilization of the political situation in Egypt. There is a need to 
review the articles of the constitution on the liberties and the penalties 
the constitution stipulates in this regard. 


Mustafa Murad added: We are struggling to express our opinion for the sake 
of reform and out of our faith that the people are the source of all 
powers. We assert that the current penal code contains enough penalties 

to safeguard the regime and that the laws complementing the constitution 
contain enouch to protect national unity and social peace. If there is 

a wish to add an article to the penal code, then this is possible. However, 
the penal code incriminates all penalties [sic] that destroy society. 


Turned Down One Million Dollars 


Addressing the meeting, Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Shafi said: Laws are issued to 
settle conflicts, to solve the masses' problems and to reflect the people's 
opinion faithfully. When we criticize and reject this law, our rejection 
is tantamount to safeguarding the political leadership and the democratic 
action. We, the sons of this homeland, must protect the homeland, protect 
its revolution and protect its regime. I have rejected to be a writer 
[katib] for the rejectionist states in return for one million dollars out 
of my faith in the freedom of opinion and of the other opinion in our dear 
homeland, Egypt. 


Muhammad Dahruj, a Political Bureau member, dealt with the draft law of 
shame from the labor point of view. He said: 


As workers in the party, we object to article 22 of this bill which denies 

workers their right to exercise their political labor rights, thus conflic- 
ting with the International Labor Organization of which Egypt is a member. 

I hope that this article will be omitted from the draft law because of 

its conflict with the unionist liberties. 
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Raja' Rashad, the party's deputy chairman in Alexandria, said: 


All the organizations have rejected this law. However, we must acknowledge 
the reality, especially since we, as the opposition in Egypt, will not be 
able to influence the opinion of the majority National Party in the People's 
Assembly. Therefore, we must discuss the draft law of shame and express 

our opinion on it within a framework that highlights the party's rejection 
of any law that shackles the liberties, 


le There Deficiency 


Dr Mamduh Salim, the party chairman in Cairo, wondered: Is there a 
deficiency in the law that requires to be complemented by such a law? 

I reject the mere idea of discussing articles such as the articles of 
this law, despite the extremely less severe form it has taken since its 
modification. 


Emergency Meeting 





To settle the sharp dispute between the council members, Maj Gen Salah 
al-Rifa'i presented the party's initial opinion. It was then decided to 
hold an emergency meeting of the General Secretariat jointly with the 
Legislative Committee to express the opinion on the draft law to protect 
values against shame and to discuss the Arab reality paper which will be 
presented by Major General al-Rifa'i, the party's deputy chairman, to the 
General Secretariat so that the Liberal Party members in the People's 
Assembly may present the party's opinion to the assembly during the 
discussion on the draft law. 


The council then discussed the various economic aspects and the problems 
of wages and prices. 


Mustafa Murad said: The most important issue preoccupying the public 
opinion at present is the issue of inflation. This issue requires a 
complete policy from the government. Regrettably, this policy is not 
clear in the government's program even though a comprehensive reform of 
the Egyptian economy is needed. 


Inflation More Important 

Murad asserted that the problem of inflation is more important than the 
problem of normalizing the relations with Israel because the people demand 
the final outcome of the policies in lower commodity and service prices. 
Resolutions by Socialist Liberal Party's Permanent Council 


Murad al-Sibsati, the party secretary general, then announced the Permanent 
Council's resolutions which state: 
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The Permanent Council has reviewed the paper prepared by the party leader= 
ship on the party's initial opinion regarding the draft law to protect 
values gainet shame and has decided to approve the contents of the paper 
and to entrust the General Secretariat and the Legislative Committee to 
study the articles of the draft law and the [bill's] explanatory memorandum 
in order to submit a memorandum on the party's final opinion regarding the 
draft law to the People's Assembly secretariat and to publish it in the 
newspaper. 


[The Permanent Council has decided to] support the memoranda [editorials] 
written by the party chairman in AL-AHRAR to reform the monetary and 
economic course and to offer the possible alternative solutions and has 
also decided to support continuation of these editorials in the coming 
weeks, 


Support and back up President Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat's position in the 
forthcoming tripartite summit meetings in the United States in April to 
establish a comprehensive solution founded on justice and to restore the 
occupied lands and the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people in 
accordance with the international resolutions, including Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338, and in accordance with the spirit of the Camp 
David accord to settle the Palestinian problem and to realize full 
Palestinian self-rule on schedule. The council has decided to send a 
cable of support and backing to the president. 


Entrust the General Secretariat to prepare a statement on the party's 
position vis-a-vis the Arab working paper and the future of Egypt's rela- 
tions with the Arab countries until the year 2000. 


The Permanent Council has reviewed the efforts made by the General Secre- 
tariat to reorganize itself and reorganize the newspaper management and 
has approved these efforts. The Council has been acquainted with the 
accomplishments made in provincial reorganization in accordance with the 


bylaws. 


In view of the fact that the process of reorganization has not been 
completed in all the governorates, districts and subdistricts, the council 
has decided to give a final one-month opportunity for completing the 
reorganization and re-structuring. The council appeals to the chairmen 

of all the specialized committees to provide the reorganization reports 

on schedule. 


The council has also approved the report prepared by Muhammad Murad al- 
Sibsati, the party secretary general, on the party's activities and has 
entursted the General Secretariat to draw up a timetable for field visits 
to the governorates and for holding partisan and popular meetings in which 
the various problems are to be discussed and fundamental solutions are to 
be offered for these problems on the basis of the party program. 


8494 
CSO: 4802 


18 




















EGYPT 


RECONSIDERATION OF OPEN=DOOR ECONOMIC POLICY URGED 


Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 1 


[Article: "Open-door Policy Fails to Achieve its Objectives; The Govern- 
ment Is Asked to Refrain From Borrowing Game") 


[Text] The Central Bank of Egypt has demanded a reevaluation of the open- 
door economic policy. A report issued by the bank on the Egyptian economy 
says that the goals set for the open-door policy, namely boosting invest- 
ment and production and introducing technology, have not been realized 

in the required manner. 


The report refers to the foreign currency crisis aad to che hope that the 
open-door projects would make up the deficit in this sphere, which is 
something that has not been realized. 


The Central Bank's report reviews the aspects of improvement and decline 
in the Egyptian economy. The most important contents of the report are: 


1. Despite the financial and monetary reform attempts made so far, 
internally and with the international financing organizations, more 
efforts are still required, especially in connection with the state's 
public spending (budget), with raising the production efficiency and with 
the need to formulate a financial policy and a tax and consumption policy 
to fight the effects of the inflation from which the Egyptian economy is 
suffering. 


2. The Egyptian economy is still suffering from the shortage of foreign 
currency. The‘report further states that the assets owed to the outside 
world have exceeded the capital revenues by 23 percent. 


3. The report demands that the government tone down the policy of borrowing 
from the banking apparatus and that such borrowing be done within secure 
limits. 


4. The government's indebtedness to the banks amounted to more than 
3.9 billion pounds in one year. 


5. The local assets deposited in the banking apparatus by the business 
and s2rvice sectors have amounted to more than 3 billion pounds. The 
assets deposited by individuals amounted to 1,952,000,000 pounds. The 
industry sector leads all other sectors in terms of the assets it is 
keeping in the banks. 
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EGY 


NFW CUSTOMS, PRODUCTION, CONSUMPTION FEES POLICY URGED 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 pp 1, 7 


[Editorial by Mustafa Kamil Murad: "“Opposition's View: Alternative in 
Financial Reform") 


[Text] In the previous editorial on econimic reform, we underlined the 
opposition's view of the economic policy followed by the government 
regarding the issuance of banknotes for treasury permits, i.e. the policy 
of borrowing from the Central Bank. We also pointed out the mistake that 
the government commits by persisting in this policy, thus overstepping the 
sound monetary rules in ussuing banknotes in order to finance the plan 
projects. We also pointed out that the maximum volume of banknotes issued 
by the government should not exceed 10 percent of the sovereignty revenues, 
i.e. 310 million pounds, whereas the government issuance of banknotes 
exceeds this figure by far. This is in addition to the government's use 
of the method of borrowing from commercial banks, thus violating the 
provisions of the issuance laws--all of which leads ultimately to higher 
inflation retes and higher prices. We then proceeded gradually to the 
fundamental components of the capital market, components summed up in the 
need for the pranulgation of a law that stipulates registration of all the 
shares of the public sector companies in the stock market in preparation 
for correcting the captial of these companies and then for offering the 
excess in their capital in the form of shares, with guaranteed profits, 
for public subscription, thus channelling the private sector's savings 
toward investment and reducing the public sector companies’ open drawing 
from the commercial banks. This in itself is a fundamental factor in 
curbing the inflationary onrush and lowering the inflation rates. 


In this editorial, we will discuss the alternative in the financial reform 
which is an indivisible and complementary part of the economic reform. 

We will deal in this article with an important mainstay of financial 
reform, namely the customs fees and production and consumption fees. 


The open-door economic policy cannot be realized without a new customs 
policy founded on our new economic reality. In this regard, we must 











review the components of a dynamic customs policy on the basis of the 
reality of the Socialist Liberal Party program. These components are 
summed u» in the following: 


A. <A customs, production and consumption fees policy seeks to realize 
social justice among the citizens, i.e. it seeks to levy escalating custome, 
production and consumption fees in accordance with a qualitative categori- 
zation of imported or [locally] produced commodities, such as essential 
goods consumed by the people, including food supplies, agricultural produc- 
tion requirements, construction materials, and raw materiale for the 
crafts. This category is followed by the semi-luxury commodities, i.e. 

the goods consumed by certain classes of people with medium incomes, such 
as televisions, refrigerators, washing machines, certain household utensils 
[appliances] and cloth materiels, for example. Higher customs, production 
and consumption fees are levied on these commodities th. 1 on the essential 
goods. 


There is a third type of goods, namely the luxury goods that are consumed 
by groups of the people with high incomes. Relatively high fees are 
imposed on these goods because their consumers are capable of paying. 





However, we believe that the government should not go to extremes in 
raising the fees to prohibitive limits or to the point of [encouraging] 
smuggling where the importers of such commodities resort to smug! ing 
them to avoid the high fees, thus causing the government to lose all its 
revenues, instead of increasing them, and allowing smuggled goods to be 
noticeably available. The examples of this situation are many and are 
well-known to the minister of finance. 


It is our opinion that the maximum limit of customs fees should not exceed 
100 percent [of the value of the commodity] under any circumstances, 
otherwise the strict rule of the smuggling point to which we have referred 
will apply. 


B. The goal of a customs, production and consumption fees policy is to 
earn revenues for the state treasury to be used by the state in implementing 
its social and economic plan. This requires: 


l. Unifying the customs fees on the basis of a definite percentage 
collected on the basis of the commodity's value and cancelling all the 
additional fees that create complications in the computation of these 
fees. The Ministry of the Treasury [presumably meaning Ministry of 
Finance] may include in the state budget the allocations needed for the 
ports, statistics and municipal affairs and so forth. 





2. Levying a fixed value-based fee on all imported commodities without 
exception or exemption. We estimate that this fee should amount to 20 
percent of the commodity's value, which is nearly equal to the additional 
fees. 
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1, Taking the value of the commodities as Listed in the sale bills as a 
basis for initial estimates and releasing the commodities immediately. 

If the Minietry of Pinance later finds that some commodity importers 

lower the [Listed] price of their goode in order to evade the custome 

tax, then it can pursue them for the difference through the legal channels. 
This should be done to prevent the accumulation of goode [in porte] and 
their exposure to thefts, damage and storage fees and other complications, 


4, The custome tax on the semi-luxury goods and luxury goode should be 
complemented with a tax collected from the consumer directly at the time 
of purchase, i.e. a sale tax. The escalating value of this tax should be 
set 60 as not to exceed 100 percent of the value of the commodity. 


C. Protecting Local Industry: 


This is one of the fundamental goals of the customs policy and it is a 
means used by all the developing countries to protect their newborn 
industries and to give them the opportunity to grow and gain stability. 
The government should not go too far in this policy so that the local 
industries may not relax and enjoy the protection. This protection should 
be set for a definite period of time and no exaggerated fees should be 
imposed for the sake of this protection so that the costs of both produc- 
tion and importation may not rise because their rise is a fundamental 
factor in raising prices and in lowering the citizen's standard of living. 


It is our opinion that the customs fees levied to protect the local 
industry should not exceed 100 percent [of commodity value], else the local 
industry which the government seeks to protect becomes uneconomical and in 
need of revision. This means that the protection policy should be 
reassessed every 5 years, for example, so that we may encourage the local 
industry to reduce the production goats and improve the quality of its 
products. 


D. Efforts should be made to simplify the provisions of the customs 
tariff and to unify the customs fees levied on goods that are identical 


in kind or in use. 


These are general principles on the alternative in customs reform, consi- 
uering that this reform is, without exaggeration, one of the mainstays 
of the financial reform. 
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ROY? 


FARMERS WANT COTTON PRICES RAISED TO COUNTER INCREASED PRODUCTION COSTS 





Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 2 


[Article by Engineer Mahmud Fawzi: “Prices Are Rising Steadily in 
Countryside; Meat Prices Rise 30 Percent in One Month; Price of Kilogram 
of Poultry Rises From 80 Piasters to 110 Piasters in One Month; Farmers 
Demand That Cotton Prices Be Raised to Meet Rise in Coste") 


[Text] Prices in the countryside are rising weekly and without any controls 
or any limite. The prices of meats, poultry and fodder have risen. Corn 
has disappeared from the countryside. The cost of hay has risen to 

16 pounds per load and the cost of an irdabb of millet has risen to 

24 pounds. 


In al-Sharqiyah Governorate, ‘Abd-al-'Azim Ahmad al-Durtadalla, a farmer 
from Nabdaf in Minya al-Qamh district, says that the price of a boned 
kilogram of meat rose this week from 220 piasters to 240 piasters and that 
of meat with bones rose from 150 piasters to 200 piasters per kilogram. 
This farmer also says that corn has disappeared completely from the 
countryside and that it is sold at a price of 13 piasters per kilogran, 

if found. As for hay, the price of a load of hay has reached 16 pounds 
and that of rice hull has reached 11 pounds per load whereas it used to 
be given away free of charge before. 


Farmer Mahmud Abu-al-Qasim, from Kafr Danuhya in al-Zaqaziq District, 
complains of inflation in the village. He says that the cost of leasing 
a feddan of land to cultivate it with corn or rice is 120 pounds and that 
the price of one kilogram of live chickens is 150 piasters. He also says 
that the [wages of a worker] have increased nearly 40 percent over last 
year. As for irrigation pumps, the cost of renting such a pump is 50 
piasters per hour. 


Malmud Nafi', a farmer from al-Zankalun, says that cotton costs will rise 
this year by at least 35 percent over last year, that the cost of renting 
a tractor is 5 pounds per feddan, that the official price of a sack of 
wheat in the village is 13.5 pounds whereas it is sold for 20 pounds and 
that the cost of renting a feddan for two crops annually--clover and rice-- 
is 250 pounds, without any services from or costs to the land owner. 
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Forty Pereent Increase in Prices 


Salamah Hindawi, a farmer from San aleHajar in al-Husayn yah District, 
says that cotton coats will rise this year more than 30 percent over last 
year and that the government should raise the price of the qintar of 
cotton to balance this increase in costa, 


In al-Qalyublyah Governorate, the rise in prices is steeper because of 
ite proximity to Cairo, ‘Abd-al-Sattar al-Sayyid Mukanna, from Sandayun 
village in Qalyub District, says that the price of a boned kilogram of 
veal rose thie week from 200 piasters to 260 piasters and that of veal 
with bones rose from 160 piasters to 200 piasters in one month. He also 
says that the price of a kilogram of live chickens rose this month from 
80 pilasters to 110 piasters. He adds that the price of the clover crop 
of a single qirat--one mowing only--has reached 5 pounds and that the cost 
of renting a single feddan to cultivate it with clover for 6 months only 
is 120 pounds. He further says that the price of fodders has risen and 
that the cost of a single load of hay is 16 pounds. Corn has disappeared 
and the price of millet has reached 22 pounds per irdabb. The farmers, 
he adds, also suffer on the hands of the [Public] Supply [Authority], 
considering that soap, rice and sugar have disappeared completely outside 
the authority. He adds that the farmers have to roam the villages in 
cars to buy the bread they need from the village oven. Even though 
Sandayun is a vegetable-producing village, the price of a kilogram of 
tomatoes in the village is 40 piasters at present because the tomaco 
season has not started yet. 


In addition to the increase in costs, the governorate has a decision in 
accordance with which it used to collect 2 pounds for every feddan culti- 
vated with vegetables for every (‘urwah). This was 4 years ago and now 
the following costs have been added: 


Twenty piasters for every (shikarah) [presumably a kind of weight measure- 
ment] of urea fertilizers. 


Twenty piasters for every shikarah of (Kima) fertilizer. 

Fifteen piasters for every shikarah of ‘Abbud fertilizer. 

Ten piasters for every shikarah of super phosphate fertilizer. 
‘Abd-al-Sattar al-Sayyid Mukanna displayed a bill of fertilizer purchase 
showing that he paid 140 piasters for the university [not further specified] 
under the name of donations whereas the fact is that such payments are 
compulsory and not donations. The bill number is 32120. 

Fattuh al-Sayyid Jabr says that the costs of cotton production will 


increase this year nearly 40 percent over last year because harvesting the 
crop of a feddan of cotton, which cost 100 pounds at the average last 


24 














year, will coat this year 150 pounds according to the new wages of cotton 
workers, not to mention the other costs. The coat of fertilizers has 
risen and the cost of [renting] a water pump has risen to 60 pilasters 

per hour this year. The costes of services have risen and labor wages 
have risen and these two aspects are the most important components of the 
cotton costes, The government must raise the cotton prices to counter the 
increase in costes. 


Another aspect of the increase of costes in the countryside, says farmer 
Mahmud Rifa'i, is that the cost of transporting nearly 75 kilograms of 
vegetables amounted to 10 piasters last year whereas it has risen this 
year to 15 piasters, i.e. with an increase of 50 percent. Moreover, 
the cost of taxi passenger fares has also risen. The fare per taxi 
passenger from Sandayun to Shubra al-Mizallat was 10 piasters last year 
whereas it has risen to 20 piasters this year and the fare to Mahattat 
Mier [Egypt's Station] has risen to 25 piasters per person. Tractor 
vervices cost one pound more than last year and labor wages have increased 
40 percent over last year. 


While presenting these facts to the minister of agriculture, AL-AHRAR 

is confident that he will give the matter proper consideration and will 
tackle the complaints of the farmers in the light of their interest and 
the interest of Egypt, whose interest comes first, as the president of the 
republic has said. 
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EGYPT 


RESTORATION OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN UNIVERSITIES URGED 


Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 3 


[Article by Hisham Tantawi: "Liberal Party Declares in University Students 
Conference: Return of Political Life to University Is Necessary; Leader 
of Student Unions Joins Liberals and Demands Amendment of Bylaws") 


[Text] Hilmi ‘'Abd-al-Akhir, the minister of state for the P ople's 
Assembly affairs, made serious statements at the student conference held 
at the Central Committee [hall] last Monday evening. 


The minister of state said that the unions are barred from engaging in 
any political action, regardless of whether such action takes the form 
of symposiums or dialogue. He said that the communists were behind che 
incident that took place at the Lawyers Union. 


The minister also said that the independents [presumably meaning independent 
politicai ‘orces] have no political status in Egypt. To engage in poli- 
tical activity, they must join the political parties. 


The university student members of the Liberal Party attending the confer- 
ence urged the need to restore political life to the universities. 

Dr Hasan Humam, the leader [ra'id]) of the student unions, joined the 
Liberals and declared that the student bylaws are faulty. 


The Central Committee hall witnessed last week a student conference which 
included the university student leaderships and which was attended by a 
large crowd of students. The National Party leaders attending the confer- 
ence were: Fikri Makram ‘Ubayd, the National Party secretary general; 
Hasan Mansur, the minister of information; Nabawi Isma'il, the minister 
of interior, and Hilmi ‘Abd-al-Akhir, the minister of state for People's 
Assembly affairs. 


Attending from the teaching faculties were: Dr Hasan Humam, the leader 
of the student unions; Dr Mahir Mahran, the head of the gynecology section 
of ‘Ayn Shams University; Dr Hamdi 'Abd-al-Rahman, the professor of civil 
law at ‘Ayn Shams University. 
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The conference was also attended by Jalal Abueal-Dhahab, the governor of 
Sawha). 


The conference opened with an address delivered by Fikri Makram 'Ubayd 
who welcomed the students on behalf of President al-Sadat. He then 
presented a quick review of che domestic and external political condition 
of Egypt's policy [sic]. 





Nabawi Iema'il, the minister of interior, talked about the recent incidents 
in Asyut and Alexandria governorates and referred to the regretable role 
played by the communist organizations, by the rejectionist front in Syria, 
South Yemen, Libya and Iraq and by the Soviet communist organizations in 

an attempt to fragment our domestic front. He then stated that they have 
failed to detonate their explosives in the installations and they are now 
trying to sow the seeds of sectarian sedition. All of us, both Christians 
and Muslims, must confront these attempts so as to preserve our domestic 
front which has lived and will continue to live calmly. 


The student dialogue then began to raise questions regarding Israel's 
intransigence on the issue of the settlements. 


Hilmi 'Abd-al-Akhir replied that the initiative is proceeding according 
to its timetable and that it has even moved ahead of the timetable, 
considering that evacuation from the Sinai was scheduled to take place 

in 3 years and that it will now take place in 24 months. He added that 
the guarantees of the initiative are Egypt's strength which is well known 
to Israel. 


Another student asked about Egypt's role in the Palestinian self-rule. 


Hilmi 'Abd-al-Akhir answered that Egypt expects the self-rule problem to 
end on 26 May and that then comes the role of the Palestinians in deter- 
mining their future. He also said that the Palestinians must sit with 
the other party around the negotiations table and that Egypt will have 
thus put the foot of the Palestinians at the beginning of the road. 


One of the students asked Fikri Makram ‘'Ubayd for a revision of the 
sentences issued against a number of students charged with the 18/19 January 
incidents, especially since some of the students were given damaging 
sentences for no reason. 


None of the National Party leaders commented on this request. 


Dr Mahir Mahran, a National Party member, then said that the student 
should keep clear off political discussions inside the university so that 
he may devote his efforts to learning and studying and so that the univer- 
sities may not graduate physicians who kill their patients and engineers 
whose projects collapse. 
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Heated Discussion 


The conference then began to take the quality of a heated discussion when 
student Wahid Sadiq, a member of the Liberal Party, urged the need to 
reatore political Life to the university. de said that the university 
includes a large number of the communist and radical leaderahipsa that 
play a major role in confusing the opinions and that this confusion will 
have negative effects on soctety and on the intellectual life and will 
bring success to the communist and radical plana if it is allowed to go 
undisputed and undiscussed, He added that it is certain that opinion and 
counter opinion will produce the right opinion. 


Commenting on this, Hilmi ‘Abd-al-Akhir said that the students can discuss 
these things in their parties and have no need to discuss them in the 
university. 


Hasan Hammad, a Liberal Party member, asked: Where can an independent 
student discuss politics? An independent student belongs to no party. 


‘Abd-al-Akhir replied that the independents have no political status in 
Egypt and that for them to engage in political activity, they have to join 
the parties. 


Hasan Hammad then asked about the rights of the unions, especially the 
Lawyers Union with its deep-rooted past, to engage in political activity. 


Hilmi ‘Abd=al-Akhir said that engaging in any political activity inside 

the unions, whether in the form of political symposiums or of dialogues, 

is forbidden, especially since the communists were behind the incident that 
took place in the Lawyers Union. 


After remaining silent and listening to the demands of the Liberal Party 
students on the need to engage in political action inside the university, 
Dr Hasan Humam, the leader of the student unions, supported the demands 
made by the Liberals and declared the need for engaging in political action 
inside the university. He pointed out that he himself and Dr Mahian had 
engaged in political action when they were university students, that they 
are now university professors and that politics did not hamper their 
education. He added that a political student is an alert and excelling 
stude..t and that the biggest proof is that both he himself and Dr Mahran 
are now university professors. 


Dr Humam was interrupted by Hilmi '‘Abd-al-Akhir. 


The chairman of the ‘Ayn Shams University Students Union then raised 
questions on the student bylaws and their frigidity, pointing out that the 
number of professors in these unions is larger than the number of students, 
thus enabling the professors to have control of the student affairs. He 
said that the bylaws were drawn up outside and not inside the university, 
thus rendered incapable of understanding the students’ real problems. 





Dr Hasan Humam said that the student bylaws are faulty and that they give 
the leadership to the faculty and freeze the students. 
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HEALTH INSURANCE SERVICES DESCRIBED AS LNADEQUATE 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 3 
[Article: "Health Insurance Needs Cure") 


[Text] Two years ago, the Workers Federation held a major conference to 
discuss the negative aspects of the health insurance [system] and the 
workers’ complaints against it. After numerous discussions between the 
workers and high-ranking officials, the conference ended with resolutions 
to deal with the drawbacks in the treatment methods and to guarantee health 
security for the workers, the country's army of producers. 


Months and months have passed since the recommendations were issued and 
the workers are still screaming while the authority's physicians are still 
indifferent, as if the conference was held fundamentally to intensify the 
workers’ hardships. 


AL-AHRAR has moved to check the problem on the spot, to find out the 
hardships from which the masses are suffering and to present them to the 
officials so that they may find solutions for them and for the health 
insurance. 


The start begins with the general practitioner who performs the initial 
checkup on the workers in the work sites. 


Muhammad Muhammad 'Abd-al-Majid, a member of the unionist committee of 
the workers of the Northern Cairo Flour Mills Company, says: The checkup 
performed by the general practitioner is not compatible with the rules of 
the profession. The general practitioner prescribes the medicine for the 
patient without taking the trouble of examining him and without swerving 
from a specific list of drugs beyond which he may not go even if the 
patient's condition requires something else. 


The reason why the general practitioner resorts to this method of treat- 
ment is because he is in charge of examining and treating the workers and 
employees of three to four firms. If the average number of workers 

frequenting the clinic is 120 workers daily, and considering that a sound 
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medical examination requires 5 minutes at least, then the physician needs 
600 minutes, or 10 hours, daily. This is something that he cannot do and 
therefore he writes the prescription by listening to the patient's complaint. 


Another problem is explained by Karam Jirjis Mikha il, a member of the 
same company's board of directors, Mikha'il says that the problem of the 
night shift workers is bigger. They finish work at 0700 und keep on 
waiting for the general practitioner until a late hour of the morning. 
What is worse, if there is a need to refer one of these patients to a 
specialist, then the worker has to spend the entire day in the compre- 
hensive clinic. The result is that the worker has either to return to 
the night shift exhausted or refrain from coming to work, thus exposing 
himself to penalties because of absence. 


Muhammad Fahmi Badr, the deputy chairman of the General Union of the 
Construction Industry Workers, says that tie health insurance law stipu- 
lates that a member of the General Federation nominated by the workers 

be included in the Executive Board of the [Health Insurance] Authority. 
This was acceptable at the outset of the application of the health insurance 
system because the system was then limited. But now that the application 
of this system has expanded, this provision in the law must be amended 

so that a representative of each workers union may be included as a 
member in the Executive Board of the Health Insurance Authority. The work 
and treatment problems differ from one union to another and this makes 

it necessary to have the workers' voice heard in the executive authority 
that is in charge of their treatment. 


No to House Visits 


Nabil Musaylihi, the chairman of the unionist committee of the workers 

in the Arab Drug Company, brings up the issue of visits to bedridden 
patients. He says that the authority's instructions require that the 
patient report his sickness and pay 300 mils as a house visit fee in the 
form of a health insurance stamp attached to the application for a house 
visit. The management is then to notify the general practitioner immedi- 
ately upon receiving the patient's application. But what happens is that 
the physician fails to visit the patient and the latter is thus compelled 
to go to a private physician and purchase the medicine. On returning to 
work, the worker is surprised to find that the physician refuses to approve 
the sick leave given by the private physician and here start the workers' 
administrative problems. 


Problem of Temporary Labor 


Muhammad Shafiq Mustafa, the treasurer of the General Union of the Food 
Industry Workers, brings up the Health Insurance Authority's position 
toward young novices and temporary workers. He says that the problem of 
this group is a big problem. The companies deduct health insurance 
payments from the wages of the workers and pay their own share of the 
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subscriptions. However, the authority refuses to issue health cards to 
these workers and the general practitioner and comprehensive clinics 

refuse to treat them. Thus, the right of these workers to treatment and 

to the health insurance benefits are lost in the Health Insurance Authority. 


Company Abandoned Insurance 


The union has received numerous complaints from the unionist committees 
talking about the poor and inadequate treatment, including a complaint 
from the workers of the Egyptian Dairy Company. The general union, with 
the help of the General Federation of Workers, was able to get a decision 
to exclude the Egyptian Dairy ompany from the jurisdiction of the 
ministerial decree requiring t wt its workers be treated by the Health 
Insurance [Authority]. Since the company was excluded from the jurisdic- 
tion of the authority, there have been absolutely no complaints from the 
workers about the healthcare or its inadequacy. 





Officials' Response 


I presented the problem to Dr al-Dumati [presumably al-Dumyati], the 
ministry's [presumably Ministry of Health] undersecretary in the Health 
Insurance Authority, who said: 


The authority has set up its own pharmacies which are attached to the 
comprehensive clinics to make matters easier for the beneficiaries and to 
work for their comfort. Moreover, the authority has contracts with several 
pharmacies in every quarter. As for the unavailability of certain types 

of drugs, there is a large number of pharmacies in which the beneficiary 
can find the [needed] drug. 


To solve the problems of the workers in the work sites, health insurance 
committees including worker representatives have been set up in the 
various establishments to check on the services offered by the healthcare. 


Yet, words alone are not enough to eliminate the causes of complaint by 
those dealing with the health insurance. We demand fundamental inter- 
vention to dot the ii's and cross the tt's. This can be realized only 

if the unionist organization performs its full role through an open meeting 
that includes all the parties concerned and only if the recommendations 
turn into a working plan implemented by the agencies concerned in providing 
healthcare to the workers. 
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EGYPT 


BAN BY COPTIC CHURCHES ON BROADCASTING EASTER MASS QUESTIONED 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 3 

[Article by Wahid Ghazi: "A Tale"] 

[Text] His Holiness Pope Shanudah III, 

A good and blessed greeting. 


It was a surprise to both the Muslims and the Copts alike that the men in 
charge of the Heliopolis and Ramsis churches prevented the radio and 
television from broadcasting the Easter mass service. 


It is the right of the church to permit whomever it wants to broadcast 
its rites and rituals and to prevent whomever it wishes from doing so. 
But this ban at this particular time is something that arouses questions 


and rumors. 


For tens of years, the Easter service has been broadcast by the Cairo 
radio and television. It is a tradition from which the information media 
have not swerved and which the church has never banned. 


Today, national unity between the Copts and the Muslims is subjected to 
petty and desperate attempts by a minority which I do not describe as 
fanatic but as hiding behind the robes of fanaticism. The matter is not 
one of religious fanaticism and there are numerous political and non- 
political motives behind it. The Muslim and Christian clergymen in charge 
are expected to condemn these attempts and to stress abidance by the 
national unity, and they always do so. 


I have spent quite some time with the Muslim and Coptic members of AL-AHRAR 
‘family in an attempt to interpret this action. For the sake of the truth, 
I must say that we have been unable to find one. Your holiness, you are 
always eager to stress the concepts of national unity and your positions, 
before and after your induction, attest to this fact. The intelligence 

and sagacity for which your holiness has been well known assert that you 
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hold the church above any action chat could be interpreted as damaging 
to the loving, cordial and fraternal relations between the Copts and the 
Muslims, both at the popular and governmental levels. 


If this action has special purposes pertaining to new rites in the church 
and to a new organization of its affairs--and this is something to which 
the church is entitled--then permit me to say with all the honesty that 
Christ has urged that the present is not the proper time. 


|, with millions of Muslims and Copts, am awaiting from your holiness 

for an explanation for this action by the Heliopolis and Ramsis churches-- 
an explanation that reveals the truth clearly and blocks the path in the 
face of those hiding behind the robes of fanaticism. 
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STRUCTURE OF CONSUMER COOPERATIVE POPULAR CONTROL COMMITTEES CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 3 


[Article by Anwar 'Abd-al-Ghani al-Sahrajti: "Will Control Over Consumer 
Cooperatives Save Masses From Black Market?") 


[Text] Who are the popular committees for control over the consumer 
cooperatives--set up in accordance with th instructions of President 
Anwar al-Sadat that call for having the people participate in public 
services--formed of? What are the responsibilities of the supply and 
security agencies toward the powers given to these popular committees? 
What is the main criterion for the selection of these committees amidst 

a horde of conflicts between the merchant and the consumer and amidst the 
loss of control by the agencies in charge of protecting the consumer from 
the merchants? We have discussed these questions with the governor of 
al-Qalyubiyah, with Maj Gen Munir Kamil, the assistant director of security 
in southern al-Qalyubiyah, and with Fikri al-Hajrasi, the director of the 
Criminal Investigation Depertment in southern al-Qalyubiyah. 


The two of them [sic] said that the middlemen--this idiom that has entered 
the sphere of domestic trade recently and that has imposed itself in various 
chaotic ways and methods until it has become a phenomenon--cause a serious 
problem. 


Dr Ahmad Fahim, the governor of al-Qalyubiya., added that the popular 
committees will be entrusted with the serious task of saving the clients 
of the consumer cooperatives from the middlemen and the black market 
merchants who cause the biggest confusion in the consumer cooperatives. 
Moreover, the members of the popular committees will study the people's 
actual needs of food supplies and will distribute such supplies fairly. 


Patriotism and Consumer Cooperatives 
What is surprising is that the members of the popular committees about 
which the National Party officials have taled are selected from the 


National Party alone. These officials have forgotten that the problem is 
bigger than to be undertaken by the National Party alone. Those carrying 
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out the experiment have forgotten that there are other national parties 
that can be represented in these committees so that they may perform their 
role, According to Yahya Muhammad ‘Ali Zaghali, the director of the 
(Bijam) Consumer Cooperative in Shubra al-Khaymah, and Maj ‘Adil Mansur 
al-Talawi, the head of Shubra al-Khaymah intelligence, the members of the 
executive board of any consumer cooperative must be selected from among 
people with experience in thie field of work and people with good reputa- 
tion. Moreover, such members should be required to devote full time to 
this service, The efforte cannot be serious unless understanding is 
established between the directors of the consumer cooperatives and the 
popular committees. Cooperation does not lead to the conflict of opinions. 





He [sic] adds that it should not be conditional that only National Party 
members be selected to the membership of the popular committees because 
the problem is bigger than to be a partisan problem. It is a national 
problem primarily. I encourage particip. tion by representatives of the 
other parties in these committees. 


Exploitation of Powers 


The power given to the popular control committee member is incompatible 
with his role of supervision. According to Col Muhammad Rashad ‘Abd-al- 
Raziq, the deputy director of the Criminal Investigation Department, a 
member of the popular control committee is entitled to recommend inter- 
rogation and penalization in cases of failure. He is also entitled to 
demand the transfer of a worker from a consumer cooperative, but only for 
reasons that he specifies and submits directly to the management of the 
company controlling the cooperative. Such a member has no right to demand 
rewards because such demands interfere with the progress of work. 


Thus, these popular committees may exploit the powers given to them and 
may, through flattery [by the workers], “loot and plunder the goods." 
Here, sensitivity may arise between the cooperative manager and the 
popular control committee member who may act negatively and exploit his 
powers, as Yahya Muhammad ‘Ali, a cooperative manager, says. 


Old and New 


According to Maj Muhammad Ahmad al-Qadi, the head of the Supply Intelligence 
Unit, and his deputy Capt Midhat al-Najjar, the previous experience of 
popular control over the consumer cooperatives had its indicators. As 
usual, those in charge exploited their positions and favoritism spread. 
Moreover, the people in charge at this time are the same people who were 
responsible for the failure to realize fair distribution and who even 
contributed to the creation of the black market and the spread of the 
middlemen who prevent the goods from reaching those who deserve them. 

It is the duty in this period in which the popular control committees 
are being formed to learn from the previous mistakes that led us to a 
deadend. The experiment is not new but rather an old experiment that was 
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carried out and proved ite failure, It is necessary that the various 
organizations participate in the structure of the popular committees with 
one member each, at least, inetead of restricting this membership to the 
National Party groups to the exclusion of all others. 


Empty Words 


Muhammad 'Atiyah al-Puli, chairman of al-Qalyubiyah Local Council, saye 
that when a local council member takes part in the popular control commit- 
tees, be will be actually participating in all the problems experienced 
by the masses. Such a council member will keep an eye on the goods 
received by the cooperative until they are delivered to the consumer who 
really deserves them, With his personal contacts, a council member can 
also exert efforts to provide the food supplies actually needed by the 
people. In hie position, thie member knows the size and needs of the area 
and acts accordingly. 


He adds that a member of the popular control committee does not take a 
direct part in the distribution but suggests the method of distribution 
by ration cards for all the goods that are in short supply. He then sets 
4 maximum quantity for distribution to the individual consumer. 


Supply and Control Agencies 


Maj Gen Munir Kamil, the assistant security director for the affairs of 
the south, says that it is commonly believed that the supply agencies and 
supply intelligence have a traditional role in control and in implementing 
the law against violations committed. But the question is now: What is 
the role of the supply agencies toward the popular control committees? 
Will these agencies depend on the committees and will matters rest at this 
limit? 


The problem is much bigger than to entrust the popular committees with the 
powers to transfer workers, thus leading to the exploitation of these 
powers--and such exploitation is, as usual, expected. 


The problem and the bottleneck is embodied in having the supply agencies 
and the supply intelligence keep an eye on the managers of cooperatives 
to prevent tampering. Logically, these agencies can perform the role that 


they lost a long time ago. 


Moreover, there should be a complaints box in every quarter so as to 
receive the people's complaints and so that it may become possible to know 
what actually takes place in the cooperatives. Eliminating the middlemen 
and the gangsters is the duty of the supply intelligence and not of the 
popular committees. 
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LIBERAL SYMPOSIUM DISCUSSES NATIONAL UNITY, POLITICAL ACTION, SHAH'S 
VISIT 


Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 4 


[Article: “Liberale' Weekly Symposium: People Have Firet and Last Role 
in Adoption of Decisions" |] 


[Text] The Socialist Liberal Party has held one of the series of its 
weekly symposiums. In this symposium, the party discussed the issues of 
the hour: National unity, the shah's visit and political action inside 
the universities. 


Opening the symposium, Muhammad 'Abd-al-Sami' Ramadan, a lawyer and a 
member of the Political Bureau, discussed the people's rule, lauding the 
people's participation and contribution to the rule and stressing the need 
that the people have the first and last role in the decision making by 
studying their problems and exerting efforts to solve them in a manner 

that enables them to express themselves, their view and their opinion. 

He also said that the people should respond to the events taking place 
around them and should affect them and be influenced by them, thus becoming 
positive and committed people who defend an interest and work to realize 

it when they feel that it is their real interest. 


He added: We must push the country forward with serious work, should make 
the post-15 May Egypt a stronghold of political freedom and should create 
in it the climate suitable for democratic action so that we may not permit 
the return of the pre-15 May society because the enemies of freedom are 
lying in wait for it everywhere. 


Muhammad ‘'Abd-al-Sami' added that the Egyptian people are a struggling 
people who have fought against oppression and colonization and that they 
are capable of protecting their revolution. He then urged the people's 
sects with their various partisan affiliations to put Egypt's interest 
above evertything and stop every consideration. 


This address was followed by a dialogue between the party leaderships and 
masses. In this dialogue, Hasan Mahrus, the party's assistant secretary 
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general, dealt with the political systema in the international cowmunity, 
asserting that any system muat encourage man to be inventive and creative, 
must consider every individual as having the same rights and dutics as 

his rulers and must have the conviction that every individual should 
express his opinion without restrictiona, fear or concern because trembling 
hands cannot realize the goal and because a timid opinion cannot be a 

sound opinion, Free opinion is the expressive and influential opinion 

that affects the growth and progress of peoples. 


Anewering a question on the meaning of political action, Hasan Mahruse said: 
Political action is tantamount to putting the proper solutions for the 
masses’ problems in political programa that reflect the massea' thought 
aad problems. 


Answering a question by member Ahmad Ibrahim al-Sharqawi on national un ty, 
Muhammad Murad al-Sibsati, the party secretary general, said: Nations) 
unity among the Egyptian people is as old as history. Colonialism tried 
with all the means to sow sedition and division among the Muslim and 
Christian Egyptians but failed because the Egyptian people come from the 
same stock and because they live together in complete cooperation. The 
source of any sedition is the enemies of Egypt, especially the communists 
whose sole concern is to shatter the national unity. 


Gemiine People 


‘Ali Hasan ‘Ali, a party member, said that we are a genuine people with 

a history abounding with patriotism and people who harbor humane feelings 
for everybody. There is no better proof of this than the fact that the 
Egyptian people have hosted the shah, this sick man who has been expelled 
from his country. Egypt is a hospitable country that shows its gratitude. 
This man supported Egypt during its tribulation and Egypt must support 
him in his tribulation. He supported Egypt when many abandoned it. 
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EGYPT 


MINISTRY OF FINANCE REPORT OUTLINES CAUSES OF PUBLIC SECTOR COMPANIES' 
LOSSES 


Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 4 


{[Article: "Serious Report Before Prime Minister: Nineteen Public Sector 
Companies Incur Losses of 34 Million Pounds") 


[Text] In the next few days, Prime Minister Dr Mustafa Khalil will study 

a report on the couses of the losses incurred by the public sector companies 
and on the profits they have realized. The report has been prepared by 

Dr ‘Ali Lutfi, the minister of finance. 


The report says that 19 major public sector companies incurred losses of 
3%4 million pounds in 1978. 


The companies incurring these heavy losses are: 


Mining sector: Three losing companies (the Red Sea Phosphate Company, 
the Sinai Manganese Company and al-Nasr Phosphate Company) incurred losses 
amounting to 3.4 million pounds. 


Textile sector: The Cairo Staining and Processing Company made open 
[monetary] drawing of 5.2 million pounds. This sector incurred losses 
of 1.7 million pounds in five companies. 


Construction and housing sector: The losses incurred by al-Nasr Pressed 
Wood Company and the Sand Blocks Company amounted to 689,000 pounds. 


Chemical industries sector: The Abu Za'bal fertilizer companies, al-Nasr 
Chemicals and Dyes Company, the Egyptian Leather Industry Company and 
al-Nasr Rubber Products Company incurred losses of 2.8 million pounds. 


Transportation sector: The commodity trucking companies, the Public 
al-Nil Heavy Trucking Company, al-Nil Car Repair Company and the Public 
Road Construction Company incurred losses amounting to 6.4 million pounds. 
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In the agriculture and irrigation sector, the losses of the poultry com- 
panies, the Egyptian Meat and Dairy Production Company, the Public High 
Seas Fishing Company and the Northe’n Fisheries Company amounted to 4,9 
million pounds, 


Metal and engineering industries sector: The biggest losers are the 
Egyptian Iron and Steel Company, the National Metal Industries Company, 
al-Nasr Company for the Production of Steam Boilers and Pressure Vessels 
and al-Nasr Electric Appliances Company (Qina Electron) which incurred 
losses of 12 million pounds, 


What Are Causes of Losses 


The report prepared by the Ministry of Finance on the causes of the 
companies’ losses says that the causes of the companies’ losses are: 


Reassessment by the agencies concerned in the Ministry of Finance of the 
capital of each unit on an economic basis and not on the basis of accounts 
and book value--as is happening currently--to determine the real capital 
of each unit and the outcome of ite work and to find out the profitability 
realized by the capital invested in the unit. 


Amendment of law No 57 of 1971 concerning the public establishments and 
the public sector companies in a manner that requires the executive boards 
of the public sector companies to publish a company's general budget, the 
profit and loss accounts and a comprehensive summary of the comptroller's 
report in the daily papers. 


Permitting the public sector companies to form joint companies with the 
private sector or with foreign firms to develop the quantity and quality 
of their products without undermining the public ownership in these com- 


panies. 


Failure to control the relationship between the fixed prices and the costs 
rising as a result of the rise in the cost of the production requirements 
and failure to take this rise in costs into consideration in the sale 
price of the products. 


The inability of these companies to achieve the required productivity as 
a result of the oldness and consumption of the equipment and machinery 
and of the delay in receiving the spareparts required for maintenance or 
the delay in the delivery of equipment from abroad for which contracts 
have already been concluded. 


The lack of balance between production and marketing as a result of the 
stocked local production which is rivalled by the less expensive and higher 
quality imported production. 


8494 
CSO: 4802 











EGYPT 


ACCOUNTING REPORT SAYS HIGH SEAS FISHING COMPANY OPERATED POORLY 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 4 


[Article: "Losses of Egyptian High Seas Fishing Company Are Two Thirds 
of One Million Pounds") 


[Text] A report by the Central Accounting Agency has exposed flagrant 
violations by the Egyptian High Seas Fishing Company. 


The report says that the company has incurred losses of two thirds of 
one million pounds and that government participation in the company 
amounts to 6.25 million pounds. 


The report points out that the Ministry of Finance's repayment of 2.5 
million pounds of a 14-million pound loan acquired by the company is in 
violation of the provisions of republican decree No 2421 of 1971. 


The report further reveals that the lack of financial liquidity [in the 
company] has caused it to incur loan interest amounting to 251,000 pounds. 


The report also says that the company officials have violated the law 
concerning the general budget allocations by using a sum of 663,000 pounds 
of the total investments listed in the company's budget to finance current 
expenses. 


The report also points out the company's failure to carry out its contract 
with the Mauritanian authorities on fishing in the Mauritanian territorial 
waters, thus causing itself unnecessary expenses. 


The Central Accounting Agency investigations have also revealed negligence 
by the company officials in operating their ships, thus causing the 
expenses to amount to 2.4 million pounds whereas the revenues have amounted 
to 1.1 million pounds only. 


One of the surprising actions of the company is that it has concluded with 
an Italian shipyard a contract to develop and modify the existing ships, 
whose production [sic] age is more than 8 years, for a sum of 3.2 million 
pounds even though this investment will not bear the desired fruits. 


Moreover, the company has failed to take any serious measures on Japan's 
offer to give the company a number of fishing boats as a free gift. 
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EGYPT 


MAR'T OBJECTS TO PARLIAMENT'S DELAY OF DISCUSSION ON ISSUE OF SETTLEMENTS 
Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 5 


[Article: "Sayyid Mar'i Insistea on Discussing Problem of Settlements; 
Government Tries Evasion and Sufi Maneuvers" 


[Text] Sayyid Mar'i, the president's assistant and People's Assembly 
member, rejected the desperate attempts by Dr Sufi Abu-Talib, the Assembly 
speaker, to postpone the discussion on the Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Arab territories on the instructions of the Democratic National 
Party's government. 


Dr Sufi Abu-Talib lost his temper when Sayyid Mar'i's words were received 
with applause and complete support by all the deputies, both majority and 
opposition deputies. 


Sayyid Mar'i said that there is an important and urgent need to discuss 
this issue, especially since it is connected with President Anwar al-Sadat's 
trip to the United States. The Assembly must state its opinion on the 
settlements issue immediately so as to answer the statements of Israeli 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Shamir, his foreign minister. Mar'i 
added: The Assembly's postponement of the discussion means that the 
Assembly has not performed its role in discussing an important issue. 
Sayyid Mar'i declared his rejection of the pretexts used by the podium, 
saying: If Dr Butrus Ghali, the minister of state for foreign affairs, 

has a commitment to go abroad on a new tour, then Prime Minister Dr Mustafa 
Khalil should come. The government must appreciate the Assembly and its 
role in such important issues. 


Mar'i Draws Attention of Assembly Speaker 


Sayyid Mar'i, a People's Assembly member, has objected to the manner in 
which the Asyut and Alexandria incidents have been discussed. 


Addressing Dr Sufi Abu-Talib, the Assembly speaker, Dr Mar'i said that the 
Asyut and Alexandria incidents remind him of previous incidents. In the 
case of the previous incidents, the Assembly decided to refer the issue, 
because of its sensitive nature, to a special committee to discuss it 
carefully and then to submit a report on it to the Assembly. 


A large number of members seconded Engineer Mar'i's opinion. Yet, Abu- 
Talib got stealthily the deputies’ approval to hold the discussion imme- 
diately. . 
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WOYr'y 


LIBERAL PARTY WELCOMES SHAH'S STAY, OTHERS OBJECT 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 5 


[Article: "Ilfat Kamil Declares in Name of Liberal Party: Welcome to 
Shah in Egypt") 


[Text] TIlfat Kamil, a Socialist Liberal Party deputy in the People's 
Assembly, has declared in the party's name her approval of hosting the 
former shah of Iran for treatment and residence on the soil of Egypt. 


The deputy said: Such action is not strange to Egypt, especially since 
our people, by their nature, often forget those who harm them and never 
forget those who support them in times of crises and hardships. 


The deputy added: The shah stood by us very firmly whereas brothers of 
ours in Islam and in Arabism abandoned us. Some of these brothers even 
went as far as cutting off our oil supplies and demanding that we return 
the symbolic number of aircraft with which they participated in the battle. 


Ilfat Kamil asserted that the former shah is a courageous man and our 
brother in Islam and that he has honorable stands. Therefore, it is 
unreasonable that we should abandon him, as many countries have abandoned 
him, in his time of tribulation. 


Al-Sadat Is Right 


She pointed out that there is nothing in our orthodox Islam, in Christianity 
or in our deep-rooted ethics to make us refuse to host any person, even 
if he is an enemy, not to mention a friend whom we wish a speedy recovery. 


She further stressed that President al-Sadat was completely right when he 
took this decision. 


On the other hand, a few of the Democratic National Party members tried, 
as usual, to bury the democratic method in which the issue of the shah 
of Iran's stay in Egypt was discussed in response to two notification 
requests submitted by Mumtaz Nassar, an independent deputy, and Engineer 
Ibrahim Shukri, the opposition lead»r. 
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Mumtaz Nassar raised objective objections to the shah's stay, saying that 
what governs us in this regard is article 53 of the constitution concerning 
political asylum rights and conditions. The Assembly had previously 
approved giving the shah the right of residence but not of asylum. 


Mumtaz Nassar expressed the fear that many people may be contused cn the 
issue of the constitutionality of the shah's permanent stay. Nassar also 
said that the humanitarian considerations can be realized by giving the 
shah temporary residence until he is treated and cured. 


Engineer [brahim Shukri pointed out the need to pay attention to a new 
situation that has developed and that is different from when the previous 
approval by the People's Assembly was given last July. At the time, the 
shah's position and the possibility of a change in the conditions and of 
his return to his country were not known up to the time when the decision 
was made. 


Shukri added: How can Egypt receive him when all countries of the world 
have disavowed him and refused to grant him residence and when his people 
describe him as the executioner? 


Voices rose from various parts of the hall demanding that this phrase be 
omitted from the minutes. But lbrahim Shukri continued with extreme 
difficulty: The shah arrived in Egypt aboard a U.S. military plane. 

The issue here is not one of medical care but of the shah's asylum in 
Pgypt. The proof of this is the fact that the physician who performed the 
surgery on the shah is an American and his aides are Americans also. 


The opposition leader asked: Didn't the shah give Israel the oil with 
which it hit Egypt in 1967? Is this the shah for which we are shedding 
tears today? 


Ibrahim Shukri further said that the shah's presence in Egypt burdens it 
with numerous difficulties and problems, especially in regard to the 
security situation of our embassies abroad. He demanded that Egypt refrain 
from undertaking this heavy responsibility. 


After discussions lasting more than 3 hours, the Assembly issued a resolu- 


tion approving the stay of the shah and of his family. Only eight members 
opposed. 
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RGYU'T 


LAW OF SHAME SEEN AS VIOLATION OF SHARI'A 
Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 7 


[Article by Shaykh Salah Abu-Isma'il: "Law of Shame and Application of 
Shari'a Laws") 


[Text] It is well known that the judiciary are barred from engaging in 
politics so as to guarantee neutrality, safeguard impartiality and steer 
clear off whims. But the law of shame has included politicians with the 
judiciary and this is tantamount to shaking the mainstays of justice 
violently. 


We know that the judiciary is not a job for which every man is fit. 
Moreover, there is dissimilarity among the members of the minority that is 
fit for this job. There is David, God's prophet whom God made His vicar 
on earth, whom He ordered to rule justly among the people and whom He 
ordered to avoid the path of whims so as not to go astray, who made a 
ruling in the case of the sheep that ate the crop. Prophet Solomon, David's 
son, was present and was not happy with his father's ruling because God 
had given him a better understanding of this case. The ruling of King and 
Prophet Solomon was more just than that of his father, King and Prophet 
David. On this issue, God, may He be praised, says: "And both David and 
Solomon made their ruling in the case of the crop damaged by the sheep and 
We were a witness to their ruling and found Solomon's ruling wiser and 
more learned." [Loose translation of Koran quotation]. 


Shari'a Limits 


There is no disagreement among reformers on the need to tend virtuous values, 
especially those given by God. But will the protection of values extend 

to establishing God's restrictions, tend‘r — veligion and observing 

what He permits and what He proscribes, 1 » \ the establish the 
restrictions of the Shari'a? Will we prohibi' .dultery as God has prohibited 
it? Will we prohibit alcohol as God has prohibited it? Will we prohibit 

the unveiling of women as God has prohibited it? Will be prohibit kissing 
and embracing on both [television and movie] screens so that prostitution 
may not spread among the faithful? Will the sight of bikinis on the beaches 
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disappear? Will the open violation of the fast in the month of Ramadan 

be prohibited? Will the protection of values extend to this or will we 
continue to claim that we are guarding the values while permitting all 
these violations? If we do this, where will we be standing vis-a-vis 
God's words "Have you not seen those who claim that they believe in what 
your father revealed and what was revealed before you trying to seek the 
judgment of the demigod whom they have been ordered to disavow. The devil 
wants to lead them far astray and if they are told come to what God has 
revealed and come to the prophet, you find the hypocrites turn away from 
you completely." [Loose translation of Koran quotation] 


Moreover, where do we stand toward the referendum conducted among the 
people on the application of God's law? Will we respect the spirit and 
word of the results of the referendum or will we believe in a part of the 
book and disavow another part? Can the members of the values court take 
the oath to dispense justice among the people when ruling with other than 
what God has ordained is proceeding actively? And what are the controls 
of this justice? 


Confronting Shame 


There is also no disagreement on the need to confront shame in all its 
forms. But will be apply God's rule to shame or will the rule of caprice 
be implemented? 


It pleases me to cite an example that pertains to us, we the members of 
the legislative authority. I admit, and I am one of its members, that 
this authority is mired in shame because it often comes up with personal 
interpretations to obstruct the provisions of the Shari'a. Examples 

of this are embodied in every law issued in violation of God's religion. 
This statement also applies to the judiciary authority because it agrees 
to apply these laws, thus ending with rulings violating what God has 
ordained. This shame also extends to the executive authority because it 
implements these rulings while disregarding God's rulings. This shame 
further extends to the parties that adopt these laws that violate God's 
law. Are the rules of the Islamic Shari'a considered among society's 
fundamental laws? Where is the belief in these rules when they are 
disregarded in this manner? 


Amnesty Right 


We wonder here: Why isn't a religious public prosecutor appointed and 

why isn't such a prosecutor required to take an oath like the following 
one: I swear by the almighty God to observe faithfully application of the 
Islamic Shari'a and of the republican system, to respect what is compatible 
with God's religion in the constitution and the law and to perform my 
duties sincerely and truthfully? If this were *o become the text of the 
oath, then everyone who understands God's religion would have definite 
opportunities to pursue and fight shame and to tend the spiritual values 
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and we would emerge from these elastic labyrinths in which we can dist in- 
guish no sea or shore. Where are al-Azhar's ulema and the members of the 
judictary authorities and where are the agencies assisting the soclal Lat 
public prosecutor? 


The draft law of shame gives the president of the republic the absolute 
right to amnesty and to overturning the penalties imposed by the values 
court. I have paused long before this right because it is, in my view, 
something that merits reconsideration. There are crimes that require the 
establishment of God's restrictions and that nobody should have the right 
to pardon. One of the well-known instances is the rejection by the 
prophet of God, may God's peace and prayers be upon him, of the appeal by 
Usamah ibn Zayd in the case of the woman from Makhzum tribe--an appeal 
which would have, had it been accepted, led to obstructing the restriction 
on theft. God's prophet rejected the appeal because (theft) falls within 
God's restrictions and declared his decisive words: "Before you, your 
people let the strong go free when he stole and established the restric- 
tions against the weak when he stole. By God in whose palm He holds 
Muhammad's soul, if Fatimah the daughter of Muhammad stole, I would cut 
off her hand."" There are other crimes that require punishing the culprit. 
In these crimes, the right to pardoning does not belong to the president 
of the republic but to the victim, be he a blood relative of the victim 
or the victim himself. Other crimes require chastisement and it is left 
to the judge to determine the punishment on them because in the view of 
Islam, the president of the republic is the executor of God's laws and not 
a judge. 





The truth is that we are talking on this issue while feeling that we are 
in a dire need.of more light in order to see the path. I do not find it 
at all reasonable that the hateful picture embodied in political ostracism, 
in denial of the political rights, in imposing custodianship, in restricting 
the freedom of movement and in other measures that intimidate and scare 
the people should be restored to us. I remember the greatness of !siam 
when it settled its intellectual account with those who acted wrongly in 
the battle of Uhud. When Ielam reached the conclusions, it did not order 
the isolation of those in the wrong nor did it order that their rights 

be dropped. Speaking to His noble prophet on the issue of those people, 
God, may He be praised, said: ‘Show them mercy and leniency. If you act 
harshly and cruelly toward them, they will abaondon you. Pardon them, 

ask God to forgive them and consult them and when you make your decision, 
have trust in God." Can we imagine consulting with people when they are 
ostracised, intimidated or suppressed? 
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EGYPT 


MIDDLEMEN SALD CAUSE OF HIGH VEGETABLE PRICES IN CITIES 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 14 Apr 80 p 2 


[Article by Engineer Mahmud Fawzi: "Problems of Vegetable Farmers Raised 
Prices in Cairo; Responsibility of Ministries of Agriculture and Supply 
for Rise in Vegetable Prices; Ostrich Policy Will Be of no Use in Solving 
Living Crises; Price of Vegetables in Field Is Half Their Price in Cities 
and Cause Is Middleman" |] 


[Text] Vegetable prices in the cities have risen noticeably even though 
we live in an agricultural country with great abundance. The farmer is 

not greedy and makes his profits legally and the consumer strives for an 
honorable living, so why are vegetable prices rising so steeply in the 
cities? In the past, the prices of vegetables were high only at the outset 
of the season. For example, the price of a kilogram of okra is 3 pounds 

at present. But this is due to the fact that the okra season has not 
started yet. Therefore, okra prices cannot be considered high because 

the okra found in the markets at present comes from Kawm Ambu and costs 
much. 


But the vegetables are now in season. So, why is this steep rise in 

prices that throws a heavy burden on the shoulders of the consumer with 
small or middle income? Are the current vegetable prices in Cairo real 
prices? Can the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Supply take 
measures to cause a real drop in the prices instead of issuing bureaucratic 
prices that are often violated every day and every hour? The answer is yes. 


Problems of Vegetable Production 


The problem begins with the farmer in the field. The average vegetable 
production is much lower than what our good earth can produce. With a 
little care, vegetable production in Egypt can be doubled. This care is 
the responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture primarily. The attention 
of the Ministry of Agriculture is devoted to the cotton crop and to sugar- 
cane. Vegetable production rates do not get enough attention from the 
ministry. According to Hamid Ahmad Sultan, a farmer and vegetable producer 
in Manyal Shihah, al-Jizah Governorate, the Ministry of Agriculture 
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dispenses four shikaraha [presumably a weight measurement] of 33 percent 
concentrated fertilizer for a feddan of tomatoes whereas it needs 12 
shikarahe of thie fertilizer. Therefore, Sultan and the other vegetable 
farmers purchase the reset of the quantity or some of it from the black 
market at a cost of 5 pounds per ehikarah inetead of the official coat 
of 337 pilasters per shikarah. 


Ahmad Sulayman ‘Amir, another farmer who produces vegetables in Manyal 
Shihah, says that a feddan of zucchini requires 10 shikarahe of 33 percent 
concentrated phosphate to yield average production whereas the Ministry 
of Agriculture supplies him with only 2 shikarahe and he has to purchase 
the rest from the black market at twofold the official prices. 


In the governorates where cotton and vegetables are cultivated, such as 
al-Qalyubiyah, the farmers use a part of the fertilizer allocated for 
cotton for their vegetables, thus weakening the cotton crop which is the 
country's main crop. 


"Ali Fadl al-'Afsh from Manyal Shihah says that he has been cultivating 
vegetables for a long time and that Manyal Shihah, al-Manwat, Tirea and 

Abu al-Namras are the most important vegetable-producing villages in 
al-Jizah District but that the Ministry pays no attention at all to 
vegetable production. For example, the cost of renting a tractor to 
plough a feddan of land--double furrows--is 8-10 pounds. The tractors 
belonging to the cooperatives are out of order and the village bank refuses 
stubbornly to repair them so that the owners of private tractors in the 
villages may reap a profit and for other reasons that need not be mentioned. 
The vegetable producer has a hard time trying to get any pesticides. 

There is no program implemented and supervised by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture to fight and control vegetable diseases, unlike the cotton crop. 

It is as if the cotton crop is the only crop that interests the Ministry 

of Agriculture. 


Price of Vegetables in Field Is Half Their Price in Cairo 


In the villages close to Cairo and specialized in cultivating vegetables 
to supply them to Cairo and al-Jizah, despite the meagerness of the 
production requirements supplied by the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
other production problems, the price of vegetables in the field is ore 
half their price in Cairo, and sometimes even less. The farmers sell 
their production of vegetables to the vegetable merchants and middlemen. 
These people buy at low prices and then raise the prices for the consumers 
in Catro and al-Jizah, depending on the area. The highest prices are in 
al-Zamalik, Garden City, al-Tawfiqiyah and al-Duqqi and the lowest prices 
are in al-Munirah, al-Sayyidah and Bulagq. 


In Manyal Shihah, for example, there are three pavillions to auction off 
the farmers’ vegetable production. The auction starts daily at 1600. 
The pavillions belong to Shaykh ‘Abbud Ahmad Salam, Shaykh Sha'ban Jad and 
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Shaykh Jum'ah Muhammad Musa, Vegetable merchants and middlemen come to 
these pavillions., 


We went to Shaykh Sha'ban Jad's pavillion which was crowded with buyers. 
hven though sale prices at the pavillion are a little higher than sale 
prices in the field, these prices are atill surprisingly lower than what 
the consumer in Cairo and al-Jizgah pays, and this raises questions, 


For example, the price of a kilogram of fresh medium-size succhini amounted 
to 8 plasters at the auction whereas the price in Cairo is 14-19 piasters. 
We also attended the tomato auction where the price of a kilogram of 
tomatoes reached 16 piastere whereas it ia no leas than 30 piasters per 
kilogram in Cairo, if tomatoes can be found, 


In the Jew's mallow [al-mulukhiyah] auction, the price of a kilogram of 
thie herb--still young and tender--was 30 piasters whereas the price of a 
kilogram in Cairo has reached 60-70 piasters. 


The price of a kilogram of the good-quality Alpha brand cucumbers reached 
42 pilasters at the auction whereas cucumbers are sold for 80-100 piasters 
a kilogram in Cairo and al-Jizah. As for taro, the price of a kilogram 
at the auction reached 7 piasters whereas it is sold for 11-12 piasters 

a kilogram in Cairo and al-Jizah. 


Ministry of Agriculture's Responsibility 


In the first place, it is the responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture 
to supply all the production requirements to the vegetable farmers so that 
production may rise manyfold and, consequently, so that vegetable prices 
may drop for the city consumer in accordance with the food security policy. 
The ministry should also devote serious and effective attention to fighting 
and controlling all kinds of vegetable pests aud diseases so as to preserve 
the crop. The most important task of the directorates of agriculture 
should not be the cotton crop, the control of cotton pests and the cotton 
production averages. At least similar attention should be given to fruits, 
vegetables, sugarcane, corn and other crops because each crop has its 
effect and consequences. 


Ministry of Supply's Responsibility 


As for the Ministry of Supply which is content with setting bureaucratic 
prices and levying fines [words indistinct], the consumer reaps no benefit 
from it. All that the consumer wants is to get the commodity at a reason- 
able price. An attempt was made by the Ministry of Supply when Dr Staynu 
was the minister of supply to tie these pavillions to Cairo's markets 
directly to prevent the middlemen from raising the prices so fearfully. 

I don't know what has been the fate of this experiment. The Ministry of 
Supply can, if it wishes, enable the city consumer to get vegetables at 
prices that are much lower than the prices he currently pays and which 

the wholesalers [al-qammatun| and middlemen raise to make millions in 
profits. 
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EGYPT 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE REFUSES TO WITHDRAW PRIVILEGES OF WORKERS IN SUDAN 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 14 Apr 80 p 2 


[Article: "People's Assembly Working Forces Committee Rejects Government 
Bill to Withdraw Privileges of Egyptian Working in Sudan") 


[Text] The members of the People's Assembly Working Forces Committee have 
uncovered a new trap into which the government has tried to lure them. 
The committee has rejected unanimously a bill presented by the government 
to withdraw privileges acquired years ago by the Egyptians working in 
Sudan. The bill calls for deducting the additional wages and privileges 
that they earn beyond the wages that their colleagues ‘. Egypt earn. 


Despite the desperate attempts by the government delegate to persuade 
them, the members stressed that this is not the proper time for issuing 
such a law because in addition to the financial crisis it will create for 
these workers, the law will also generate a political crisis, considering 
that the workers in the fraternal Sudan will prefer to return to Egypt. 


The deputies said that this bill confirms that the government implements 
a policy other than the policy it declares and undermines rights earned 
by the workers in crooked ways. 


Catastrophe 


Al-Damardash al-Bazzah, a deputy representing al-Mahallah, said that 
approval of this law means the creation of a catastrophe because the law 
denies the workers financial benefits that they have earned. 


Deputy Muhammad Khalil Hafiz added: We contradict ourselves. While the 
government is trying to improve the standard of the individual income, it 
resorts to withdrawing [sic] these incomes in other ways. He declared 
his rejection of the bill in part and parcel. 


Mahmud Abu-Zayd said that the government must take into consideration the 
constant inflation in Sudan and stressed that if any of those who prepared 
the bill were working in Sudan, they would not have taken part in this 

cr ime! 
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Husayn Wishahi, the committee chairman, tried to get approval for his 
proposal to send back the bill to the government for re-study but the 
members turned him down, Rif'at al-Batal said: Thies is againat the 
constitution and the bylaws. If the bill is rejected in principle, how 
can it be sent back to the government? 


Despite all this, a superficial approval was acquired to send the bill 
back to the government to re-setudy it. 
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EGYPT 


CLOSURE OF ASWAN IRON MINES CRITICIZED 


Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 14 Apr 80 p 3 


[Article by Muhammad al-Minyawi: "Details of This Tragedy Occurred in 
Egypt, not Soviet Union; Dismissal of 1,200 Egyptian Workers While 250 
Soviet Experts Enjoy Sun and Astronomical Wages; In Whose Interest Is 
Iron and Steel Company Liquidating Iron Mines in Aswan?"’} 


[Text] All of a sudden, the process of the mass liquidation of the workers 
in the tron and steel [sic] mines in Aswan started. 


The company relied on decree No 214 by the minister of social affairs and 
terminated the services of 1,200 workers in Aswan mines. 


The issue is bigger than just liquidating the workers of the Aswan iron 
mines and is connected with Egypt's national wealth. 


The problem started with a decision issued by Engineer Fu'ad Abu-Zaghlah, 
the chairman of the Board of Directors of the Egyptian Iron and Steel 
Company, to stop production in the Aswan steel [sic] mines on the pretext 
of economic unfeasibility and of the increase in the costs of processing 
this raw material. 


Abu-Zaghlah followed his decision with referring 1,200 workers in the 

steel [sic] mines to the medical committee in implementation of ministerial 
decree 214. The examination by the committee proved that all the workers 
suffer from lung petrification, despite the complaint voiced by the workers 
against the medical decision. 


The workers complained to the General Union of the Engineering Industry 
Workers, demanding that it intervene and that they be given another medical 
examination. Despite the workers’ complaint, the officials have not 
intervened, the union and its officials have remained silent and the 
decision has been carried out. 
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Production Halted 


It was natural that the production of the mines would atop after dismissal 
of the workers, ‘Ali Murai ‘Ali, the chairman of the unioniat committee 
of the mine workers and one of the people dismissed, says that the action 
of the company management has cowe in reply to the decision to oust 250 
Soviet experts who currently eit under Aswan's sun and collect their full 
wages and allowances. 


‘Ali Murai ‘Ali wonders: Is the company's decision an act of revenge 
against the workers and the unionist organization because they had dared 
to demand the ouster of the Russians from the Iron and Steel Plant in 
implementation of the decision of the head of the Egyptian family or is 
the reason behind the decision the restoration of the Aswan mines to 
Alfred Labib Nasim, one of the sons of the discoverer of the mines, so 
that they may again become private sector property? 


What is more surprising than all this is that while the company's high- 
ranking officials claim that all the iron ore deposits in Aswan mines have 
been exhausted, the production deputy chairman of the Board of Directors 
sends a message to the director of the Aswan mines to supply the company 
with iron ore to meet the production requirements. The message is signed 
by Engineer Khayri al-Marras. 


It has become evident that the Egyptian Iron and Steel Company has produced 
only 5 million tons of iron ore from the Aswan iron mines in the past 

20 years whereas the technical reports confirm that the iron ore contained 
in the Aswan mines amounts to 58 million tons. This means that the mines 
contain enough iron ore to keep the operation going for 200 years at the 
present production rates and with the same present capabilities. 


Equipment Withdrawn 


What is also surprising is that the secretary of Aswan Governorate has 
sent ‘Ali Mursi ‘Ali letter No 23109 informing him that the company has 
withdrawn its vehicles and bulldozers, even though such equipment is a 
fundamental requirement for the extraction and production of iron ore 
from the site, and that the governorate has agreed with the company 
chairman to keep the maintenance workshop alone. 


Astonishing Silence 


The workers did not remain silent and moved to explain the situation in 
memoranda and complaints sent to the Administrative Control, the Accounting 
Bureau, the Ministry of Interior, the People's Assembly and all the 
authorities concerned. Despite this, silence has prevailed or what has 
happened and on the dismissal of the workers and not a single official 

ear has listened to these screams. 














\ 


The Aswan mines employ highly capable and qualified technical leaderships, 
not to mention the equipment and machinery that can guarantee continued 
production, Yet, a wave to ignore all these resources has started. For 
example, there are in the Aswan mines area 650 trained and specialized 
workers, in addition to drilling, detonation, transportation and loading 
equipment, bulldozers, dredgers, a complete pulverizer [kassarah), ware- 
houses, maintenance workshops fitted with all kinds of maintenance equip- 
ment, repair shops at kilometer 3 and kilometer 37, chemical control and 
analysis laboratories at kilometer 3, a complete railroad line with all 
its requirements up to kilometer 37, an asphalted road up to kilometer 

60, a complete river port equipped with (ferries) and piers and a complete 
residential settlement for families in Kima area in Aswan. 


Smaller Cost 


In the face of the objections raised by the workers, the company has claimed 
that the cost of producing and processing iron from the Aswan ore burdens 
the company with heavier costs even though mining experts have proven that 
an analysis of the iron ore has shown that it contains 44 percent iron, 

1.1 percent (silica), one percent manganese, 4.5 percent calcium oxide, 

one percent magnesium oxide and three percent (alumina), all of which are 
good exploitation percentages. 


The report [sic] adds that the cost of transporting a ton of iron [ore] 
from the iron mines in Aswan to the plants in Hulwan amounts to 63 piasters 
whereas the cost of transporting a ton from al-Wahat [oases] mines is 

104 piasters (report by Muhammad ‘Umari ‘Aqil, a professor of naval 
engineering and shipbuilding). 


While the company claims that it has incurred losses amounting to 9 million 
pounds--a figure said to be much smaller than the actual losses--it has 
entrusted the operation of collecting scrap iron to a U.S.-Egyptian company 
for a price of 32 dollars per ton, plus the right to get six percent of 

the Iron and Steel Company's production. 


At the same time, the Egyptian company has given an Austrian export 
company represented by the son of one of the former centers of power the 
right to export its products to Europe, Italy and Germany. 


Frozen Loans 


Because administrative problems in the Iron and Steel Company have been 
worsening, the international loans designated to develop the production 
have not been utilized. For example, the Japanese loan remained frozen 
for a long time until it was drawn and used for a purpose other than its 
original one. 


The German loan was transferred to the Public Authority for Implementing 
Industrial and Mining Complexes, which was the Iron and Steel Complex 
before its name was changed. 
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Positions En Masse 


Engineer Fu'ad Abu-Zaghlah, the chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
[ron and Steel Company, holds the several following positions: 


Member of the Board of Directors of the Railroad Authority. 
Member of the Egyptian Chamber of Steel Industry. 
Member of the Algerian Chamber of Steel Industry. 


Chairman of an Italian-Egyptian company [working] with the Egyptian Iron 
and Steel Company. 


We are not objecting to the qualifices » of Engineer Fu'ad Abu-Zaghlah 
but the current liquidation aimed at . «tional wealth deserves a pause 
and deserves intervention. We demand a fact-finding committee in which 
those who have been harmed and who have not gotten their rights in a 
society that builds its relations on production and the supremacy of the 
law participate. 


Promotions En Masse Despite Losses 


At a time when the Egyptian Iron and Steel Company has incurred a loss 

of 9 million--and according to other reports 51 million--pounds, a decision 
has been issued promoting 16 general directors. What is surprising is 

that another motion is underway for yet more promotions despite the 
difficult conditions facing the Egyptian Iron and Steel Company. 
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EGYPT 


PUBLIC HOUSING UNITS IN AMBABAH BUILT POORLY 
Cairo AL-AHRA« in Arabic 14 Apr 80 p 3 


[Article by Layla 'Abd-al-Salam: "Slogan of al-Jizah Governorate Is 'no 
Governor Is Better Than Another Governor’ and Result Is Loss of One billion 
Pounds of State Monies; 210 Apartments Threatened With Collapse After 
Completion of Handover Measures"] 


[Text] AL-AHRAR is raising a new issue today. By publishing this report, 
we do not seek punishment for the officials who have helped themselves 

to public money. The details of the issue we are raising are just a 
reminder. 


Contractor Sa'd Abu-al-Safa, the proprietor of al-Andalus Casino, has 
built 210 low-economy housing units for al-Jizah Housing Directorate. 


Each unit consists of two rooms and a living room, has a total area of 
48 [square] meters and has cost 3,375 pounds, i.e. the total cost of all 
the units is 708,750 pounds. 


The contractor received 1,118 tons of cement and 125 tons of iron at 
subsidized prices to carry out the operation. 


After completion of the handover [al-tashtib], serious technical flaws 
causing the apartments to be unfit for human habitation emerged. 


‘Abd-al-Fattah ‘Azzam, the governor of al-Jizah, insisted on taking over 
these units from the contractor despite the flaws, especially since Sa'd 
Ma'mun, the governor of Cairo, had announced taking over housing units. 
Therefore, al-Jizah governor must do the same and "no governor is better 
than another." 


Sinking of Floors Is Normal 


We will let the officials tell the details of this issue in their own words. 
What have the officials said? 














Engineer Sayyid 'Uthman, the undersecretary of the Ministry of Housing tu 
al-Jizah Governorate, says: 


These buildings are low-economy buildings. The cracks in the walls pose 
no danger. The danger comes when there is a flaw in the concrete structure, 
namely the foundations of the building. Cracks in the walls do the 
building no harm. The catastrophe falls when the concrete structure sinks. 
The sinking of tiled floors is an ordinary thing that happens in most 
buildings because the earth filling [al-radm] is supposed to "settle." 


He adds: What has happened in the bottom floors is due to the fact that 
Ahmad ‘Al¢-al-Akhir, the former governor, had demanded that these floors 
be left without walls in order to build medical centers for the quarter. 
But the new governor abolished these medical centers and demanded that 
they be turned into housing units. When the empty spaces were built with 
bricks, the flaws appeared. 


Responsibility of Housing 


Engineer Salah Fahmi, the general director of al-Jizah Housing Department, 
says: 


These flaws are the responsibility of the housing [department] primarily 
because the housing is the authority that provides the specifications. 

The quarter takes over the apartments only administratively and, therefore, 
shoulders no responsibility whasoever insofar as the specifications are 
concerned. 


Moreover, the pipes have leaked because the inhabitants have misused them. 
Concrete is not an insulating substance and water can leak through it. 


An insulating layer has been installed in the toilets only to prevent 
water leakage. 


But what is the role of the quarter in which these housing units are 
located? 


The director general of al-Jizah housing says: The Housing Department 
notified the quarter in April 1979 that the construction of 210 low-economy 
housing units had been completed. However, the quarter refused to take 
over the units because the facilities had not been installed yet. When 
the facilities were installed by 12 July 1979, ‘Ali Yusri, the chairman 
of Shamal Quarter, demanded that a takeover committee be formed when he 
learned that the houses had technical flaws. A committee was formed 
under the chairmanship of Engineer Nu'man Salih and included Engineer 
"Abd-al-Rahman Sulayman and ‘Adil Hasan on behalf of Shamal Quarter. 
[After inspecting the units], the committee made the following observa- 
tions on 29 July 1979: 
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A. The floors of the first story have sunk severely due to the lack of a 
concrete layer under the tiles. This is in violation of the technical 
specifications set for the buildings. 


B. The sanitary facilities installed are poor and do not agree with the 
technical specifications, especially the lead flush tanks. Most of the 
water faucets are damaged, the water piping is not installed professionally 
and all the tile floors are irregular. 


C. Most of the electricity switches are not present and have not been 
installed. 


For these reasons, ‘Ali Yusri, the chairman of Shamal Quarter, asked the 
Housing Department to carry out the repairs so that the quarter may take 
over the units. 


When 'Abd-al-Fattah ‘Azzam, the governor of al-Jizah, learned of this, he 
asked the quarter to take over the units initially and to make the repairs 
later on, especially since Sa'd Ma'mun, the governor of Cairo, had actually 
announced the taking over of housing units and since al-Jizah Governor 
"Abd-al-Fattah ‘Azzam must follow suit in accordance with the saying 

"no governor is better than another." 


On the instructions of the governor, the committee, accompanied by Engineer 
"Ali 'Abd-al-Ma'bud Ahmad, the housing [department's] resident represen- 
tative in the project, and Engineer Mustafa Shukri, the executive director, 
took over the units in the presence of contractor Sa'd ‘Ali Abu-al-Safa 

and reviewed the repairs done. For the second time, the committee found 
the following faults: 


Settling of apartment doors [presumably causing improper alinement of doors 
with door frames]. 


More cracks in the walls. 

Breakage in sewer pipe fittings due to cracks in the walls. 

Leakage in the ceilings causing shortcircuits in apartments No 26 and 34. 
Sinking of floors in block No 15. 

This is why the quarter demanded that the final insurance not be paid to 
contractor Sa'd Abu-al-Safa until all the faults underlined by the takeover 


committee are repaired. 


AL-AHRAR has visited the First Worker Street in Ambabah where these units, 
built with public money, are located. 


In property No 8, apartment No 4, Fatimah ‘Abd-al-Hamid said: "I received 
the apartment only 15 days ago. The floor is sunk and the finishing work 
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is not fit for a chicken coop. I saw contractor Sa'd Abu-al-Safa he -e 
2 days ago and asked him to do the repairs needed in my apartment. He 
told me: You have taken over the apartment now and you do the repairs 


at your own expense." 


In apartment No 15, occupied by Ahmad al-Rifa'i Muhammad al-Junaydi, 
Mrs al-Junaydi said: "TI took ove: *he apartment with tiles missing and 
I bought cement and powder at my own expense and fixed them." 


The ground floor of building No 51 C has been evacuated by the occupants 
who got their apart’. its only a few days ago so that the contractor may 


repair the faults ,u! kly. 


These are the det s of the problems of the First Worker Street in Ambabah 
as told by the pe. .e concerned. The problem will be discussed today by 
al-Jizah Governorate Popular Council. Hamdi Makkawi, chairman of the 
Utilities Committee, has submitted a query to Engineer Sayyid 'Uthman, the 
undersecretary of the Ministry of Housing, on the causes of these flaws. 


AL-AHRAR will make no comment while waiting for the outcome of the discus- 
sions and resolutions of Al-Jizah Local Council even though we are aware 
in advance of the futility of such meetings which will end up granting the 
heroes of this tragedy the golden star awards for this year. 
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EGYPT 


CURRENT LOCAL GOVERNMENT LAW SAID TO TURN GOVERNORS INTO DICTATORS 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 14 Apr 8U p 5 


[Article: "Independent Deputy Demands That Ministry of Interior, Rather 
Than New Dictator, Supervise Local Council Elections; Sufi Says: If Local 
Government Law Is not Amended, There Is no Hope for Reform in Egypt and 
Forgets That He Played Main Role in ‘Boiling’ Law") 


[Text] Finally, Dr Sufi Abu-Talib, the People's Assembly speaker, has 
acknowledged the failure of the new local government law to achieve the 
required goals and has asserted that if the local government law is not 
amended, there is no hope for reform in Egypt. 


The new statements made by Dr Sufi Abu-Talib came during his meeting with 
the chairmen of the local popular councils in the governorates and the 
members of the Assembly's Local Government Committee. 


Abu-Talib added that full cooperation must be established between the 
central authority and the productive popular authorities, meaning that 
there should be a mutual control that doesn't reach the extent of one 
authority flexing its muscle against the other or the extent of dictator- 
ship by the central authority. 


Sufi Abu-Talib added at the meeting: The law, with the faults it contains, 
constitutes a heavier burden to the People's Assembly member than this 
member can handle because he is now divided between his preoccupation with 
the national issues and his preoccupation with the local issues due to 

the fact that there has been a jumbling of powers. 


Abu-Talib asserted the need to establish controls to regulate the relation- 
ship between the local council and the People's Assembly so that the work 
may be divided between the People's Assembly member and the local council 
member for the same district through coordination with the executive agency. 
It will be thus possible to solve 90 percent of the masses’ problems. 
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Main Cause Attacks Law 


It te well known that Dr Sufi AbueTalib was the main cause beltad the 
passage of the local government law with all tte flaws. Adwelailh wan 
the main cause behind the passage of the Law at both the Deno) oth 
National Party's Parliamentary Committee and in the People's» Assembly 
discussions on the law, even though more than 90 percent of the deputies 
were opposed to the law. 


On the other hand, the chairmen of the local councils in the governorates 
and the Local Government Committee members had held a hearing session 
under the chairmanship of Sayyid Zaki prior to the meeting with Dr Sufi 
Abu-Talib. The local council chairmen described the new law as tantamount 
to an abolition of the local government and as a violation of the consti- 
tution and of the law and said that this law has denied local council 
members numerous rights. 


New Dictator 


The conferees asserted anew that this law has created a new dictator, 
called the governor, and has put all powers and decisions in the hands of 
this dictator. The law has also restricted the right of the elected 
popular council to question and interrogate the governor. 


The discussions, lasting more than 3 hours, began with an address from 
Hamzah al-Sunbati, the chairman of the Damietta Local Council, who said: 
We must not deceive ourselves and persist in the wrong. The provision 
which gave the local council member the right to query must be re-inserted 
because a request of notification does not rise to the level of interro- 
gation, contrary to what some people who insist on the wrong say. This 
law will be thus able to realize its goal and punish the wrongdoer. 


Al-Sunbati demanded that the amendment provide for the right of the local 
council to meet anywhere, provided that it notify the governor first, and 
that it state clearly that only the governor or his deputy attend the 
meeting without allowing this right to descend to the governor's secretary 
or to his office director, as is being currently done by some governors 
who do not respect the wish of the councils for their presence because 
these governors exploit the flaw in the law. 


Law Abolished Local Government 


Hamzah al-Sunbati also demanded that a provision be included stipulating 
that local council members may not be transferred from their positions 

and that no disciplinary measures may be taken against them before notifi- 
cation of the local council. 


He further demanded that the right to notification requests include all 
levels of local councils. 
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Dr Ibrahim Nawwarah, an independent People's Assembly member and former 
chairman of al-Gharbiyah Local Council, said that the new law haa abolished 
something called the local government. The Council of Governors now has 
the powers of the [former] Ministerial Local Government Committee. 


‘Awwarah [name as published) demanded that the dissolution of a governorate 
local council be prohibited until after the issue is presented to the 
People's Assembly and until an authority is designated to query the governor 
on the powers falling under his control. 


Supervision by Interior 


He stressed the need to stipulate in the amendments to the law that local 
council elections be held under the gupervision of the Ministry of Interior 
and in freedom from the supervision of governors, that immupity be given 
to local council members, that any dispute between a governor and a local 
council be presented to the People's Assembly or to the Assembly's Local 
Government Committee and that the presence of governors and of local unit 
chairmen before the local councils be regulated. 


Deputy Mahir Siddiq pointed out the failure to apply articles 249 to 205 
[numbers as published] of the People's Assembly bylaws which stress the 
need to link the local councils with the People's Assembly. The local 
government law has completely disregarded this stipulation. 


Faruq Jaranah, al-Jizah Local Council chairman, asked: What are the 
powers transferred by the law to the local councils and what are the powers 
that the law has retained as central powers? There is an astonishing 
contradiction in the law which has transferred some of the powers of the 
local councils to other authorities. 


Jaranah stressed the need for the presence of a real local legislative 
authority, meaning that the local councils should be given the right to 
propose bills for dealing with the current problems. 


In conclusion, Sayyid Zaki, the [Local Government] Committee chairman, 
said that the committee will pay numerous visits to the Upper and Lower 
Egypt governorates to hold discussions on the amendments proposed to be 
introduced to the law and to hold plenary meetings with the members of 
local councils from the level of quarter and unit councils up to the level 
of governorate councils so as to prepare a complete study to be presented 
to the People's Assembly before the end of its current session. 











LIBERAL PARTY SECRETARIAT DISCUSSES SECTARIAN INCIDENTS 


Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 14 Apr 80 p 5 


[Article by Hilmi Salim: “Liberal Party General Secretariat Meeting: 
Firm Government Stance Urged Against Any Inclination Advocating Shattering 
of National Unity") 


[Text] The Liberal Party General Secretariat has held an important meeting 
under the chairmanship of Maj Gen Salah al-Rifa'i, the party deputy chair- 
man, to discuss President al-Sadat's trip to Moscow and the Israeli-Egyptian 
problem concerning the self-rule and the normalization of relations. 


Major General al-Rifa'i explained the U.S. viewpoint on dividing the 
solution to the problem into three phases: The first phase that has already 
been completed, the second phase for the establishment of the Palestinian 
self-rule and then comes the third phase of the comprehensive solution. 
This means that the self-rule phase will play the major role in reaching 
the self-rule [presumably meaning the comprehensive solution). 


Moreover, the United States of America does not want to dictate its opinion 
for a specific solution to the Israeli-Egyptian problem. It is trying 
ceaselessly to urge the parties to the problem to produce their own solu- 


tions. 
Reasons for Severance of Relations 


Maj Gen al-Rifa'i asserted that the Middle East area's security affects 
the U.S. security and that this is something of which the United States 
is well aware. 


The party deputy chairman's address also dealt with the problem of the U.S. 
hostages. He explained that Iran is causing the problem to drag on and 
that this has compelled President Carter to sever the relations and to 
impose an economic and trade embargo. All this is considered the beginning 
for a violent battle between Iran and the United States--a battle whose 
extent is unknown. It seems that Abol Hasan Bani-Sadr does not have full 
powers in Iran which looks as if it is being ruled by numerous forces 

with conflicting policies and this is something that leads to a kind of 
chaos in the country. 
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Firm Stance 


Concluding hie addreas, al-Rifa'i pointed out that the PLO has begun to 
permit some Palestinian leadershipsa to negotiate in the name of the 
Palestinians and that this gives the impression that there will be imminent 
Palestinian participation in the negotiations. 


The General Secretariat then moved to discuss the actions of the minority 
that has been trying to create a sectarian sedition between the Muslims 
and the Copte. Murad al-Sibeati, the party secretary general, said: 
Every Egyptian condemns th “action to shatter the national unity. Deep 
in hie heart, every Egyptian supports the national unity and refuses to 
have it undermined by ill-meaning people. He demanded that a statement 
be issued by the party to condemn such actions. 


Ilfat Kamil, a Liberal Party member in the People's Assembly and the party 
representative [wakil], then said: The actions taken by the church 
recently--in addition to the pamphlets and rumors--and the ideas that 

call for uniting the Orthodox and the Catholics that are adopted by Abba 
Shanudah require the church to assume its role and duties in this phase 

of our nation's history. She also stressed the need for the government to 
take a firm and strong stance against any inclination advocating the 
shattering of the national unity and said that the democratic climate in 
Egypt must not be exploited for the creation of a sectarian sedition. 


Hasan Mahrus, the party's assistant secretary general, then said: There 
should be no excessive sensitivity in dealing with this problem. Terrible 
sectarian incidents often take place between the Catholics and the Protes- 
tants in Ireland and between the Marunites and others in Lebanon. Every 
sect must contain the individual incidents, and not escalate them. More- 
over, we denounce the performence or non-performance of religious rites 

to reach political goals. 


As long as the national principle calls for love, tolerance and non- 
fanaticism, then it is wise to foil the opportunity of the atheists and 
the tendentious who create a crack in the national unity. 


Hilmi Salim, a General Secretariat member, said: The Egyptian people 

with their various religions and sects are a single people. Egypt is not 
only the country of Christians and Muslims. What is more, Islam, in its 
capacity as the country's official religion and with its tolerance, 
considers Egypt the country of ail religions, a country that knows no 
religious or sectarian discrimination and a country that is not fanatic 

to one religion against another. Religion belongs to God and the homeland 
belongs to all. 


In Whose Interest? 


Salim then asked: Is it in the logic of things that such ideas and currents 
exist in Egypt at a time when we need all efforts to unite our ranks and 
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to support the political leadership's position toward the realization of 
the sublime goal, namely the Liberation of our usurped territories and of 
the sacred lands. Hilmi Salim added: Such a climate is a fertile climate 
for the spread of communist and similar radical ideas. We must not enable 
these ideas to exploit such irresponsible actions to realize illegitimate 
goals under these circumstances through which the country is passing. 

l urge every patriot faithful to his God and homeland to keep in mind the 
country's supreme interests, to support the national unity and to work 

for it because the preservation and cohesion of the domestic front mean 
preserving and safeguarding our legitimate rights that we are seeking 

to realize. 


Shafiq Jad, a Political Bureau member, said: Such incidents take place 
usually when a certain international situation prevails. If we go back 

to the past, we would find that similar incidents took place on the 
occasions when the situation was similar to the current situation. When 
there a political situation exerting pressure on the government exists, 

we find that such incidents surface and this gives the indication that 

these incidents are planned carefully. Previous incidents should have 
alerted the government which should have hit the riot-provoking elements 
firmly and strongly, especially since these events are alien to all factions 


of the people. 





At the end of the meeting, Muhammad Murad al-Sibsati, the party secretary 
general, read the Permanent Council resolutions, the means to follow up 
the implementation of these resolutions and the party's work plan for the 
coming phase. 


The General Secretariat referred the bills presented currently to the 
People's Assembly to the chairmen of the committees to study them scienti- 
fically and objectively and to express their opinion on them. 
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KEY'T 


BRIEFS 


JOURNALISTS UNION MEMBERSHIP--The Journalist Union Council's Registration 
Committee has refused to re-register prominent journalist Mustafa Amin 
in the list of union members. In its refusal, the committee has relied 
on superficial justifications, including the justification that Amin was 
released from jail for health reasons. The committee has thus ignored 
republican decree No 726 of 1974 giving Amin full amnesty. Mustafa Amin 
is one of the founders of the Journalists Union and he was the union's 
first secretary general when it was founded. ‘'Abd-al-Hamid al-Islambria, 
a Union Council member, objected to the council's decision and accused 
some of the Union Council members of undermining the general unionist 
interests of the members and of involving the union in political goals 
unrelated to the professional goals. AL~AHRAR has learned that a large 
number of journhlists have submitted a request to the journalists doyen 
to adopt a firm position that puts an end to the tampering practiced by 
certain currents in the Union Council's Registration Committee. [Text] 
[Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 31 Mar 80 p 1] 8494 


D.C. 10 DEAL=--Dr Amin ‘'Abd-al-Hafiz, the minister of tourism, has decided 
to go on with the D.C. 10 aircraft deal even though this type of aircraft 
has been proven to be subject to frequent accidents and even though it has 
claimed so many cictims that the U.S. administration itself has banned 

the flight of this type of planes in its skies. The company producing the 
aircraft has justified the position of the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism 
by claiming that these aircraft are the type fit for the Egyptian condi- 
tions, as if the aircraft will fly in Egypt alone. This deal had come to 
a halt when the Egyptian pilots had objected to it. However, the minister 
of tourism has now decided to go on with concluding the deal. [Text] 
[Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 31 Mar 80 p 1] 8494 


WITHDRAWAL OF FINANCIAL APPROPRIATIONS--Counselor Anwar Abu-Sahli, the 
minister of justice, has decided to withdraw the financial appropriations 
allocated for the job grades in the State Council in the current fiscal 
year because of their [State Council counselors] position toward the law 
of shame and the values court. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 
p 1) 8494 
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LIBERAL PARTY MEMBERSHIP=='Ald Murai ‘Ali, member of the National Party 
Workers Secretariat in Aswan, has resigned from the National Party after 
realizing that the party leaderships work for personal interests and not 
for the interest of the masses. ‘Ali Mural has met with Mustafa Kamil 
Murad, the Liberal Party chairman, and asked to join the Liberal Party. 
The party has accepted his membership. [Text] [Cairo AL=-AHRAR in Arabic 
7 Apr 80 p 1] 8494 


TAXES ON LOCAL PRODUCTS--Dr ‘Ali Lutfi, the minister of finance, has 
announced at a meeting of the Democratic National Party's Plan and Budget 
Committee that it has been decided to levy new taxes on a number of locally 
manufactured products, such as refrigerators, gas ovens, washing machines 
and electric irons. The minister of finance said that the revenues gathered 
as a result of these new taxes are expected to amount to 150 million 
pounds. One of the committee members objected to levying the proposed 
sales tax on industrial and commercial goods because this tax will cause 
prices to rise uncontrollably. Moreover, the levying of new taxes will 

not realize a balance in the state's general budget. [Text] [Cairo 
AL=AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 1) 8494 


RESTRICTIONS ON ISRAELI JOURNALISTS--Dr Sufi Abu-Talib, the People's 
Assembly speaker, refused last week to permit three Israeli journalists 
residing in Cairo to photograph the meetings hall or to attend the discus- 
sions held by the Assembly. The Israeli journalists entered the hall 
which was almost empty and began to prepare to take their photographs but 
Dr Sufi refused to permit them to carry out their work. The journalists 
tried to reach agreement with the Assembly's Public Relations Office to 
attend the People's Assembly session that (discussed) the issue of the 
Israeli settlements in the occupied Arab territories but their request 

was turned down. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 1] 8494 


LIBERAL PARTY WOMEN'S ACTIVITIES--The Liberal Party Women's Committee in 
al-Minufiyah Governorate has conducted several field tours to the gover- 
norate villages to familiarize itself with the problems of the inhabitants. 
The committee began its tour with a visit to the village of Zuwayr and 
acquainted itself with the activities of rural women in the village. 
Fa'isah Bahr, the party official in charge of women's affairs, has prepared 
and carried out a project to eliminate illiteracy among both men and women 
in the village as a contribution on the part of the Liberal Party in 
solving one of our most important national issues. The Women's Committee 
activities have also covered the sphere of enlightenment in order to 

raise the family standard and to solve the problem of family planning and 
of birth control. Fa'izah Salim, the official in charge of women's affairs 
in Zuwayr village, said that she is currently making arrangements for the 
first women's club in order to assemble rural women and to contribute 

to developing the rural women intellectually. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR 

in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 3] 8494 
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SECTARLAN INCIDENTS=-The Liberal Party has condemned the desperate attempts 
to undermine the national unity. At the General Secretariat meeting last 
Tuesday, the party discussed the petty individual actions committed by 

some advocates of fanaticism. The party condemned those actions for which 
the tendentious minority has chosen this particular time in which the 

peace negotiations are in their most delicate stage. The party appealed 

to the Egyptian people's masses to rise to the level of responsibility 

to confront these actions and has urged the government to strike firmly 

the hands of whoever tries to tamper with the tranquillity of the national 
unity. The party members, both Copts and Muslims, declared their solidarity, 
cohesion and unity against any attempts to create a fabricated split among 
the Egyptians who have lived in their homeland as loving brothers for 
hundreds of years and who, history attests, have stood united against all 
the hostile and tendentious currents. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 

14 Apr 80 p 1) 8494 


APPLICATION OF ISLAMIC SHARI'A=--Shaykh Salah Abu-Isma'il, an independent 
member of the People's Assembly, has accused Dr Sufi Abu-Talib, the 
Assembly chairman, of failure to fulfill a promise to apply the Islamic 
Shari'a during the Assembly's current session. Abu-Isma'il said that he 
and 200 other members have signed an appeal for application of the Islamic 
Shari'a and that there has been no response so far to the wish of this 
large number of deputies. Abu-Isma'il further added that he has asked the 
People's Assembly National Security Committee to establish God's restric- 
tions in society because of the widespread of kidnapping, rape and theft 
crimes, of major delinquent actions and of attacks against public and 
private property, especially since it has become evident that the positional 
laws are incapable of protecting lives, religion, mind, children or 
property. [Text] [Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 14 Apr 80 p 1] 8494 


MONTHLY VILLAGE MEETINGS--Out of the Socialist Liberal Party's belief in 
the importance of the rural and village problems and the problems of the 
brother farmers in all the cultural, health, agricultural and social 
spheres--problems of agricultural production, irrigation, fertilizers, 
cotton, education, transportation, supply, security and jobs--it has been 
decided to hold a symposium in one of the villages every month to be 
attended by the party members specialized in all the spheres so that the 
farmers may present their problems with utter frankness and honesty, as 
well as the solutions proposed for these problems on the basis of the real 
situation and resources. These symposiums will be attended by Mustafa 
Kamil Murad, the party chairman, and AL-AHRAR will publish the details 

of the [monthly] symposium so that the officials may get acquainted with 
the real rural problems. The newspaper welcomes the suggestions of the 
brother farmers in this regard. Signed: AL-AHRAR [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR 
in Arabic 14 Apr 80 p 1] 8494 
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EGYPT 


LABOR PARTY TO RECONSIDER POSITION ON CAMP DAVID ACCORDS 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 1 Apr 80 p 2 


[Article: "Ibrahim Shukri Declares at Party's Weekly Symposium: Labor 
Party Will Reconsider Two Camp David Accords in Face of Israeli Intran- 
sigence; Egyptian People Do not Welcome Expelled Shah"] 


[Text] Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Labor Party, 
has delared that the party will reconsider its position toward the two 
Camp David accords as long as Israel persists in its intransigence toward 
the Egyptian negotiator, in its refusal to acknowledge the Palestinian 
people's right to self-determination, in its clinging to the Judaization 
of Jerusalem and in its refusal to evacuate the other occupied Arab 
territories. 


Shukri has also urged the Democratic National Party to take a firm position 
in the face of the Israeli intransigence. 


He has also declared the Labor Party's readiness to coordinate with whoever 
wants to participate in boycotting Israel. Engineer Ibrahim Shukri has 
said at the party's weekly symposium that Israel wants to reap from the 
normalization of its relations with Egypt economic gains at the expense 

of the Egyptian economy and that it imagines that Egypt is a market with 

42 million consumers for the Israeli products. 


Engineer Shukri further declared that he will ask the People's Assembly 
to issue a resolution demanding that the Israeli Knesset abolish the law 
it issued in the wake of the 1967 war which considers the territories 
Israel occupied by force Israeli territories. 


The Labor Party chairman has pointed out that in accordance with this law, 
Israel is Judaizing the occupied Arab territories and building settlements 
in them on the pretext of the legality of these measures. Shukri asserted 
that as long as this law survives, Begin or whoever comes after him will 
abide by it. 
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Engineer Ibrahim Shukri also said that Israel must realize, If it wants uns 
to recognize its existence and its security and if it wanta to live 
peacefully among us, that peace must be established on Justice and must 
accept a Palestinian homeland, 


We Will not Be in One Basket With Israel 


Engineer has also asserted the need to return to Arab solidarity and said 
that [srael wants to isolate Egypt, the spearhead of the Arab nation, 

from the Arabs so that it may weaken both the head and the body. He has 
pointed out that this solidarity is what realized the great October victory. 
He said: Regardless of our relationship with Israel, it will remain very 
far from us while our Arab brothers will remain very close to us. We will 
never be in one basket with Israel while all the other Arab brothers are 

in another basket. 


Shukri has also called for organizing the Arab nation's popular efforts 
and has said that every Arab loyal to his Arabism knows that solidarity 
is the only solution for enabling the Palestinians to have their state. 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri then touched on the Labor Party's position vis-a- 
vis the former shah's asylum in Egypt and declared that he will bring up 
in the People's Assembly the question of the official reception given to 
the shah so that it may not be said in the world that the Muslim people 
of Egypt receive and fully welcome the expelled shah. He said: We will 
declare in the People's Assembly that this is not the opinion of the 
Egyptian man in the street. 


People's Assembly Has not Granted Shah Right of Political Asylum 


The opposition leader has also pointed out that the People's Assembly did 
not decide to grant the former shah the right of political asylum in Egypt, 
as some people say, but only agreed to his coming to Egypt for humanitarian 
reasons. Shukri expressed his astonishment at the statements that the 

shah has come to Egypt for treatment. He said: There are numerous 

western countries that are ahead of us in medicine and in modern medical 
care, so much so that hundreds of Egyptians go abroad for treatment at 

the expense of the state. 


He stressed the fact that the former shah has come to Egypt as a political 
refugee after all countries of the world had rejected to host him. Even 
the United States has considered the shah, who was the main defender of 
its interests in the Middle East, a burden. Shukri wondered: Why should 
Egypt take the risks of safeguarding his life and of enraging the friendly 
Iranian people against Egypt? 


In reply to the statements that our receiving the shah has emanated from 
cooncern for the Muslim traditions, Ibrahim Shukri said: The shah has not 
been concerned with Iran's Islamic history, he revived in it the history 
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of the fire worshippers, he celebrated the 2000th anniversary of (Korosh), 
the founder of the Iranian revolution and the revolution that has expelled 
him from Iran is an Islamic revolution. 


The opposition leader said that international relations know no sentiments. 
As to what has been said about the aid which the shah advanced to us in 
1973, the statements mean the autobus deal. He said that the deal was 
expensive and not free of charge. Shukri also said that the Egyptian 
people have not forgotten that the planes that staged their raids against 
the Egyptians were fuelled with Iranian oil and that the shah is one of 
the biggest friends of Israel. 


Labor Party Open to All Honorable People 


Ibrahim Shukri then proceeded to talk about the Labor Party's role in the 
coming phase and about the importance of this role in enriching democratic 
life. 


He said that the party ranks are open to all honorable citizens, now that 
the experience has proven the party's firmness and its honorable defense 
of Egypt and of its people. 


He added that nobody will give the people freedom and democracy. To march 
forward on our path of defending the people, we must feel that every 
obstacle we overcome gives us strength and immunity and that every person 
who has abandoned us because of weakness or of temptations gives us 
strength. 


Ibrahim Shukri urged all the citizens to exert efforts for the sake of 
establishing democracy. He said: We cannot imagine the formulation of 

a framework fot the exercise of democracy. We must march on the path with 
full pride in our party. 


Has Egypt Become Haven for Henchmen 


Fu'ad Nushi, the Labor Party information secretary, had opened the sympo- 
sium with an address expressing his grief because Egypt that had always 
received strugglers has now received a henchman. 


He said the shah had sentenced in the past Iranian national leader 
(Hoseyn) Fatimi to death because Fatimi smashed the statues of the shah 
and of his father during Mosaddaq's revolution. 


Fu'ad Nushi made a comparison between the Egyptian press's position toward 
the events in Iran in the early 1950's and the position of the current 
national press. He reminded that the Egyptian press with all its incli- 
nations supported Mohammad Mosaddaq's Iranian government which nationalized 
the oil and divided the shah's property among the peasants, thus forcing 
the shah to flee and seek refuge in the west until the United States 
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perpetrated a military coup that toppled Mohammad Mosaddaq's government 
and reinstated the shah on the throne. 


Fu'ad Nushi further said: But the current Egyptian press welcomes this 
henchman who has shed the blood of the Iranian people and plundered their 
wealth. 


We Reject New Law of Shame 


Rif'at al-Shahawi, the Labor Party secretary general, delivered an address 
stressing the party's rejection of the new draft law of shame and said: 
Considering that the Labor Party is demandin, abolition of the emergency 
law, then it is axiomatic that it will reject any restriction on democracy 
in Egypt with any new special law. Rif'at al-Shahawi pointed out what 
Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, the party chairman, had said about his intention 
to resign from the People's Assembly if the assembly approves the law of 
shame and explained [words presumably missing] democracy in the party. 

In the light of the issue, it will be presented to the party's Executive 
Committee to discuss it in accordance with the principles of the new draft 
law of shame. 





Fu'ad Nushi pointed out that there are two tendencies in the committee: 
One that approves the resignation and another that believes that it is 
essential that the party chairman continue in his position so that he may 
continue to defend the people's interests. 


Determined to Defend Democracy Resolutely 


Rif'at al-Shahawi asserted that the Labor Party is determined to defend 
democracy with utter resolution, regardless of how high the cost. 


He referred to the pressures being exerted against some members of the 
People's Assembly in an attempt to make them resign from the Labor Party 
because those making the attempts believe that such resignation will 
destroy the party. He said that these people are deluded. There is no 
glory and no power in the Socialist Labor Party and there are no disagree- 
ments inside it. 


Paper Parties Don't Survive Long 


Hamid Zaydan, a member of the Executive Committee and the chief editor of 
AL-SHA'B, then delivered an address stressing that the Labor Party respects 
those who belong to the other parties out of a conviction in their prin- 
ciples and programs. Such parties are the ones that © irvive whereas a 
party full of elements that shift from one party to another is a paper 
party. 


Such a party may have authority, money and power but it doesn't survive 
long. 
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He said that the important thing in any party is not in the number of Its 
members but in their quality and in the degree of thei: faith in their 
principles. The Socialist Party had one deputy in the parliament in 1950, 
namely Engineer Ibrahim Shukri. But despite the monarchy, the British 
occupation, the foreign firms and feudalism, this deputy represented the 
vanguard of this nation and was an example for the Egyptian youth vanguards. 
At the time, Shukri presented a bill to limit agricultural ownership. 

Though not approved by the Chamber of Deputies at the time, the bill was 

the forerunner of the end of feudalism. The bill was passed 40 days 

after the inception of the 23 July revolution, 


Contacts Begun to Conduct Dialogue With Arab Parties 


Hamid Zaydan then dealt with the call that the party had previously issued 
for a dialogue with the Arab parties. He stressed that the party calls 
for Arab solidarity and that it is against the acts of oneupmanship 
currently taking place in the Arab arena. 


He pointed out that the party has begun to hold contacts with a number 

of Arab and Palestinian personalities to hold this dialogue. Zaydan also 
proposed the formation of a committee from the Arab parties to draw up 
an agenda for this dialogue and that all the Arab countries, including 
the ones that have no parties, attend it so that it may be complete and 
comprehensive. 


Prime Minister and Law 83 


Salah 'Atiyah, the party's labor secretary, dealt with the latest develop- 
ments in the discussion concerned with dealing with the consequences 
resulting from law No 83. 


"Atiyah said that the committee formed by the prime minister to study the 
issue presented to Dr Mustafa Khalil in its latest meeting with him the 
Drafting Committee's bill which is totally different from the bill 
formulated by the General Committee. 


"Atiyah also pointed out that Dr Mustafa Khalil, after inquiring about the 
meaning of certain phrases in the bill, offered constructive and objective 
instructions. 


Salah 'Atiyah also declared that the Labor Party has formed an internal 
committee to receive from the citizens any constructive proposals on the 
law. 
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WOYT'T 


IBRAHIM SHUKRI OBJECTS TO SHAH'S STAY IN EGYPT 


Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 1 Apr 80 p 3 


{[Article: "Ibrahim Shukri Objects in People's Assembly to Granting Former 
Shah Right of Political Asylum; Mumtaz Nassar: Article 53 of Constitution 
Governs Us" ] 


[Text] Engineer Ibrahim Shukri has objected to granting the former shah 
the right of political asylum in Egypt. The Socialist Labor Party leader 
and Counselor Mumtaz Nassar, two People's Assembly members, have submitted 
two notification requests on the issue of hosting the shah in Egypt and 
on whether his stay will be temporary or permanent. 


In their requests, the two deputies pointed out that a permanent stay 
means political asylum and that article 53 of the constitution does not 
apply to the shah's right of political asylum in Egypt. 


Addressing the assembly, Engineer Ibrahim Shukri said: The issue we are 
discussing is not the issue of asylum to a former shah. The situation is 
different from the one that we discussed last July. It wasn't known then 
whether the shah's departure [from Iran] was final or temporary and the 
shah was given a semi-official reception at the time. But now that the 
revolution has been established and that it has proven that the shah 
killed thousands of people, all countries of the world have disavowed him. 
The revolution has called him the murderer. 


The revolution has also given the former shah numerous other descriptions-—- 
and his people know him better than we do--that honor nobody. 


Shukri wondered: So how can we give him this reception? 
Shukri further said: Even the United States, whom the shah served through- 
out his life, has not been able to give him asylum or provide him with 


care and he has had to seek refuge first in Panama and then come to Egypt. 


Shukri added that the issue is not one of sickness but one of escape. 
Egypt is not and al-Ma'adi hospital is not the only place that can offer 


him this service. 
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The Socialist Labor Party chairman further wondered: Why should we of fe: 
him this service? Ie it because he had given us 300 buses for which we 
paid’? The shah gave lerael oil, 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri warned of the dangers that threaten our embassies 
abroad in the wake of the former shah's arrival in Egypt. He pointed 
out that this position harms our relations with the Iranian people. 


Counselor Mumtaz Nassar, an independent deputy, then addressed the assembly, 
saying: What governs us is the text of article 53 of the constitution 
which states: The state shall grant the right of political asylum to every 
foreign politician persecuted because of his defense of the rights of 
peopies, of peace and of justice. The handing over of political refugees 

is prohibited. 


This article was brought up at the committee when the request for the 

shali's stay was discussed in previous sessions and the committee agreed 
unanimously that article 53 of the constitution does not apply to the shah's 
coming to Egypt. What has been published recently about the shah's arrival 
in Egypt may cause confusion among the people. Permanent stay may mean 

the right of asylum and I object to his permanent stay in Egypt. For 
humanitarian reasons, he may stay in Egypt until he is treated. The 
condition for political asylum is not present in the case of the shah. 


Nassar further said: The reason why I have submitted the sotification 
request is that I don't want it understood that a permanent stay by the 
shah means that Egypt has agreed to grant him the right of political 
asylum. The assembly's previous resolution permits the shah to stay only 
temporarily. 


Eight deputies have objected to the former shah's stay in Egypt and the 
majority of the assembly has approved his stay so that he may be treated 
in Egypt. 
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eGyrT 


GOVERNMENT URGED TO STOP APPROVAL OF STORAGE PROJECTS IN FREE ZONES 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 1 Apr 80 p 5 


[Article: "Economy Experts Urge Government to Stop Establishment of New 
Free Zones" |} 


[Text] A team of economy experts, led by Dr ‘Abd-al-Jalil al-'Umari, a 
former deputy prime minister, and Dr ‘Ali al-Juraytli, a former minister 

of finance, have given the government the danger signal. The economy 
experts have prepared a report urging the government to stop giving its 
approval for new storage projects in the free zones and to use the areas 
allocated for these storage projects for other industrial projects more 
beneficial to the national economy, especially industrial projects targeted 
for exportation. 


The report calls for speeding up construction of the fundamental facilities 
in the free zones and proposes that the Investment Authority conclude 
loans to expedite the completion of these facilities. The report further 
proposes that the establishment of new free zones be halted until the 
construction work in the present zones is completed. 


The report also proposes that a part of the free zones in Alexandria be 
set aside for specialized industrual areas in which certain industrial 
projects inside the country will be concentrated. 


Insofar as customs fees levied on commodities supplied by the free zone 
projects are concerned, the report proposes that customs fees be levied 
on the sales of the free zone projects that are similar to commodities 
imported from abroad and that the customs fees be reduced by one half 
when the local component amounts to 40 percent of the commodity. 


The report also includes a number of analytical observations on the projects 
in the free zones, the most important being: 


The ditference of the sectoral structure of the projects in the free zones 
from that of the projects inside the country. The storage sector ranks 
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first and represents 61 percent of the free zone projects in terms of 
numbers and 27 percent in terms of the total investments whereas the 
comparative figures for the industrial sector amount to 28 percent in 

terms of numbers and 57 percent in terms of the total investments. This 

is contrary to the situation regarding the projects inside the country 
where the industrial sector has nearly one half the number of the projects. 
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EGYPT 


MINISTER OF JUSTICE DISPLEASED WITH JUDICIARY POSITION ON LAW OF SHAME 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 1 Apr 80 pp 6, 7 


{[Article: "Objection to Minister of Justice's Intervention in Judges 
Club" ] 


[Text] In the wake of the position of the Judges Club and of its elected 
Executive Board toward the minister of justice's intervention in their 
affairs in violation of the provisions of the law, of his obstruction of 

the bill regarding their independence and his hurrying up of the draft 

law of shame, the minister has begun to tour the various courts, criticizing 
the club's position and accusing its board of interfering in politics 
whereas the fact is that President al-Sadat himself had asked the judges 

to discuss the bill regarding their independence and the draft law of 

shame. 


Moreover, the minister himself had urged the judges to study the bill 

[of shame]. When all the courts and judiciary authorities--led by the 
General Assembly of the Appellate Court Counselors and the General Assembly 
of the State Council Counselors--rejected the bill unanimously, the 
minister started to attack the club's Executive Board and to accuse it 

of obstructing the blessings enjoyed by the judges. 


The ministry has stopped dispensing financial aid to the judges on the 
pretext of the exhaustion of the appropriations for this purpose. 


The minister held a meeting with all the counselors whom he had personally 
selected to head the lower courts and repeated his attack on the club's 
Executive Board and on MAJALLAT AL-QUDAH [Judges' Magazine]. The minister 
then led those counselors in a march to the Republican Palace where he 
wrote in their name in the visitors’ book a word expressing support for 
the president's steps to establish peace and to strike the hands of those 
tampering with the values. It is as if the minister wants to thus portray 
the objective opinion expressed by the judiciary on the draft law of shame 
as an opinion against the position of his excellency the president. 
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The minister expressed this support on the pretext that those present 
thank his excellency the president for his concern for the Qina Court 
judge who was injured in a car accident and was transported by helicopter, 
on the instructions of the president, to al-Ma'adi hospital. However, 

the Executive Board which is elected by all the judges had already gone 

to the republican palace and expressed its thanks for the president and 
the papers had already reported those thanks. 


The minister had also suspended earlier the aid which the vice president 
had promised the club in order to improve the judges library. 


The minister has also suspended issuance of the complementury judiciary 
transfer lists and stopped filling the vacant positions in the Appellate 
Court and is working with all the means to devoid the club of its activities. 
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STUDY PROPOSES MEANS TO INCLUDE CONTRACT WORKERS IN SOCIAL SECURITY LAWS 
Cairo AL~SHA'B in Arabic 1 Apr 80 p 7 


[Article: "Seventy Percent of Contract Workers Have not Been Covered 
by Security Laws, Why?"] 


[Text] A study prepared by the General Union of Construction and Lumber 
Workers on the [social] security problems of the contract workers has 
proven that all the laws and ministerial decrees issued to facilitate 

the [social] security of these workers have failed to realize their goals 
due to the lack of a legislative commitment supported by penalties against 
business owners or contractors who evade implementation of the decrees 
that stipulate that a worker not registered in the |Social] Security 
Authority may not be employed and due to the lack of security awareness 
among the workers themselves, in addition to the lack of social security 
offices in the gathering sites of the contract workers. 


This has been stated by Muhammad Fahmi Badr, the deputy chairman of the 
union and the member of the General Federation of Workers. 


The report points out that the unavailability of a sufficient number of 
Social Security Authority representatives has been behind the failure to 
register 70 percent of the contract workers. The number of registered 
workers amounts to 267,000 workers representing less than 30 percent of 
the number of the workers that should be registered. 


The study includes the following proposals to deal with these workers' 
security problem: 


First, the establishment of contract workers employment offices under 

the control of the General Union of Construction and Lumber Workers 
through which to keep a count and register the contract workers, to regu- 
late their work periods and the succession of these periods from one 
employer to another so that this arrangement may act as an alternative 

to the organizational structures missing in the contracting field. This 
is in addition to requiring contractors to refrain from employing any 
workers except through these offices. 
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Second, applying the [social] securities law to self-employed craftsmen 
in the contracts field without requiring them to prove that they are 
business owners. 


Third, finding a formula for joint efforts by the Social Security Authority, 
the Ministry of Manpower,’ the Ministry of Interior and the Union of 
Construction and Lumber Workers to prevent conflicting instructions. 


Fourth, collecting the value of the sccial security subscription before 
the contract workers go abroad on the basis of the wages and the period 
of work shown by the contract. 


Fifth, abolishing the condition [in the social security law] that sets 

the period which entitles a worker to receive a [social security] pension 
and abolishing the system of wage statements which has been proven 
inadequate due to the fact that the service of a contract worker may end 
because he has reached the age of 60 at a time when his period of work 

has exceeded 120 months whereas the period recorded in his [social security] 
card is less than 120 months, thus causing the worker to lose his pension. 
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EGYPT 


IBRAHIM SHUKRI URGES NATIONAL UNITY, OPPOSES SHAH'S STAY IN COUNTRY 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Apr 80 p 2 


[Article: "Ibrahim Shukri Declares in Party's Weekly Symposium: Egypt's 
Greatness Lies in Its National Unity; United States Arranged for Shah to 
Come to Egypt; Demand That Israel Stop Construction of Settlements; 
Stopping Normalization of Relations With Israel") 


[Text] Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, the Socialist Labor Party chairman, has 
asserted that Egypt's greatness lies in its national unity and in solida- 
rity among all the Egyptian citizens with their various religions. 


Shukri has also asserted that discrimination between one Egyptian and 
another on the basis of religion will retard our society for tens of years 
and said that whoever discriminates among the sons of the single homeland 
on the basis of religion will discriminate among them in the future on 
other bases. 


In the party's weekly symposium, the party chairman has expressed his 
belief that the flourishing of political and partisan life is capable of 
filling these gaps because the Muslim member and the Christian member of 
a party will cooperate to support their party and their homeland. 


Call for Uniting National Ranks 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri has urged all the Socialist Labor Party members 
to work for the unity of the national ranks and to participate in solving 
any problem that leads to discrimination. 


He said that every patriot can devote himself to serving his homeland «hen 
he feels that there is no gap because of the difference of religion. 


The party chairman then recounted the details of what had happened in Asyut 
and said that the report of the minister of interior in this regard did 
not contain the complete truth. 
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He added that what had happened started with a meeting at a mosque to 
express opposition to the former shah's asylum and presence in Egypt and 
that the meeting was followed by a march in which the conferees shouted 
Slogans against hosting the shah in Egypt. 


Labor Party Does not Encourage Riots 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri declared that the Labor Party does not encourage 
riots or any movements that may turn into irresponsible actions. But at 
the same time, the party stresses the need to permit the expression of 
the various opinions clearly and with sufficient freedom. Moreover, 

the facts must be declared and become known. 


He also pointed out that he would have liked to express the Labor Party's 
opinion during the session held by the People's Assembly to hear the two 
statements by the minister of interior on what had happened in Asyut and 
Alexandria but that the assembly speaker did not give him the opportunity 
to express this opinion. 


Situation in Asyut Must Be Corrected 


Ibrahim Shukri said that he wanted to tell the minister of interior that 
the security men carry out their duties within good limits that have 
helped the party hold various symposiums and that the only exception to 
this was the city of Asyut. 


Shukri added: I wanted to tell him that there is something that needs 
to be corrected in Asyut and that the executive leaderships there may have 
been responsible for the flareup in the situation. 


As for the second statement regarding what had happened in Alexandria, the 
party chairman said that what happened there was individual actions. 


Shukri stressed the need to purge the national unity of all the impurities 
attached to it. 


He also stressed that the Labor Party opens its heart and bosom for every 
Egyptian, regardless of his religion and his intellectual background, 

so that it may become the party of the people with all their workers, 
farmers, merchants, intellectuals and craftsmen. 


Labor Party Will Reconsider Camp David Accords 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri then proceeded to discuss the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace negotiations, reaffirming that the Socialist Labor Party will 
reconsider its position toward the Camp David accords if no progress is 
made in the negotiations by 26 May, the deadline for completing these 
negotiations. 


84 





He said: We want the negotiations to succeed and we want peace to bw 
established, provided that it is a peace that recognizes the Palestinian 
people's right to set up their state on their soil. 


Before al-Sadat Departs for Washington 


The party chairman demanded that before going to Washington to hold talks 
with U.S. President Carter, President al-Sadat should make it a precondi- 
tion that Israel declare officially suspension of the construction of 
settlements and abolition of the law issued in 1967 to annex the Arab 
territories and consider them liberated territories. 


He also urged the Egyptian government to suspend all the steps for the 
normalization of relations as long as the Israeli government persists in 
its inflexible position on the realization of the Palestinian self-rule. 


Why Hastening Normalization? 


Shukri also criticized the Egyptian government's hastening of the normali- 
zation measures. 


Shah Brought to Egypt on U.S. Arrangement 


Shukri then dealt with the issue of hosting the former shah in Egypt and 
explained that the U.S. administration, on agreement with the government 

of Panama, hastened to hold contacts with Egypt and arranged for a special 
U.S. military aircraft to fly the shah from Panama to Cairo when it learned 
that an Iranian delegation will submit an official request to Panama to 
keep the shah until the investigation of his crimes is completed. 


He added that what has happened makes it clear that the United States has 
arranged to bring the shah to Egypt and did not, contrary to what the 
chief editor of one of the national papers has said, arrange for an 
attempt to assassinate him. 


Engineer [brahim Shukri further said: If the shah had been handed over 
[to Iranian government] after neutral investigations, then this would 
have constituted an important international precedent, namely that rulers 
who have plundered the wealth of their peoples and who have ruled peoples 
with tyranny and oppression will not escape punishment and will find no 
refuge on the surface of this earth, especially since the shah has trans- 
ferred between 50 and 60 billion dollars of the people's monies and has 
deposited them in various banks in the world. 


Egyptian People's Interest Deserves Greater Attention 
The party chairman asserted that the Egyptian people's interest deserves 
greater attention than the shah's interest and that the Egyptian people's 


interest is compatible with the interest of the Iranian people who believe 
that the er should be a just man and not a murderer. 
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Fu’ad Nushi, the party's information secretary, had opened the symposium 
with an address congratulating the Christians on their celebration of the 
glorious Easter. Nushi also potated out thac the Labor Party has embodied 
in its program and its organizations national unity between the Muslims 
and the Copts, saying that this line is a continuation of the line on 
which the Young Egypt Party was founded. ’ 


Nushi further said that these sectarian gaps emerge only in the absence of 
democracy. 


Hasan ‘Arafah, the party's assistant secretary in Alexandria, also addressed 
the symposium, lauding the Labor Party and the free opinions published 

by AL-SHA'B on the draft law of shame, on hosting the shah in Egypt and 

on the issue of normalizing the relations with Israel. 
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KGYP'T 


SHUKRI CRITICIZES PARLIAMENT'S HANDLING OF DISCUSSIONS ON VITAL ISSUES 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Apr 80 p 3 
[Article by Ibrahim Shukri: "Perfect, Sir") 


[Text] The phrase "perfect, sir’ has a meaning and a significance which 
the non-Egyptian may not realize because when the words are translated 
into other languages or into classical Arabic they convey the meaning that 
everything is perfect, that instructions have been carried out with utter 
accuracy and that everybody is prepared for the zero hour. But among the 
Egyptian people, especially the educated Egyptians, the phrase is used 

to express the exact opposite o* what it means--and I say especially among 
the educated Egyptians because there is a synonymous popular phrase which 
we hear among the country people and which means that everything is 
completely ready, namely the phrase (kulluh al-sattah). 


But why this discussion now when we are supposed not to need to resort to 
such semi-jocular phrases and when there are opportunities for dialogue, 
for expressing and examining opinions, for serious and purposeful discus- 
sion and for expressing the various inclinations? The reason is that-- 
and I have lived honestly with myself and with the others--I found last 
week more than one important issue requiring accurate and precise study 
and even further study by fact-finding committees so that we may serve 

the public interest and achieve success for our democratic life. But the 
principle of "perfect, sir'’ is what prevailed at the end of the discussions, 
thanks to some knights of the National Party, to the government, to the 
People's Assembly leaderships, to the ruling party's overwhelming majority 
in the assembly and to the assembly's bylaws which were drawn up with 

the approval of the same majority. We should add to all this the fact 
that the assembly speaker is a prominent member of the ruling party's 
Political Bureau and so are the assembly's two deputy speakers who have 
become a common factor in every discussion to the point that some members 
of the National Party itself have protested this situation where members 
asking to s».eak cannot express themselves because the two deputy speakers 
take ever, ~»portunity for speaking by virtue of the seniority of their 


positions. 
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Then comes the request for closing the discussion--an ever-ready request-- 
which is made when his excellency the minister of state for the People's 
Assembly affairs or the government's permanent representative at the 
People's Assembly, who has become the alternate minister for all the 
ministries, gives the signal. This representative has even answered or 
behalf of the minister of reconstruction questions requiring data, comment 
and study. But what is the use of talking or discussing things when the 
official standing on the podium is not the technically-qualified minister 
in charge? For the majority to keep the doors of discussion closed, the 
comments on a [ministerial] statement must be comments of full faith in 
such a statement. This is the only way to stop a discussion. Here 
surface phrases which, if examined, are similar in meaning to the phrase 
“perfect, sir." 


Then follows a vital, important and fundamental discussion on the delicate 
conditions being undergone by the Egyptian-Israeli negotiations on the 
important and fundamental party of establishing peace, namely the part 

of reaching a complete agreement on self-rule and on Palestinian right to 
self-determination, and the minister of state for foreign affairs asks 

to be excused due to prior commitment to go abroad. The discussion is 
postponed until the prime minister and minister of foreign affairs can 
come [to the People's Assembly]. We tell ourselves that "every delay has 
its silver lining" and that there is no doubt that the prime minister has 
information and visualizations that will enrich the discussion and light 
the way for us and that the discussion in his presence will be more 
fruitful and productive, especially since he has promised us a special 
session--be it closed--to discuss matters pertaining to the negotiations. 
But instead, we are surprised to find that the honorable minister of 

state for the People's Assembly affairs will deliver the statement and 
will lead the discussion and that the prime minister and the minister of 
foreign affairs, who is in charge of the negotiations, will be absent from 
the hall. What serious benefit and what correct understanding of the 
conditions do we expect when the specialized, rather responsible, parties 
that can explain things and seek the opinions of the assembly members-- 
all the assembly members, regardless of whether the opinions are expressed 
by the majority or the minority--are absent from the field? 


The goal of the discussions held on these national issues is not supposed 
to be the semblance of outwardly agreement and these issues are not 
supposed to be dealt with superficially and in terms of general appearance 
only. The unity of goal may be achieved from the interaction of various 
opinions that may be far apart in channels and method of approach but that 
ultimately support one goal which the Egyptian negotiator tries to achieve, 
relying on all the discussions that take place. 


But when it is said that seven members have spok<:: on the issue and that 
this is enough, then the minds think of the phrase "periect, sir." Such 
approach is also totally out of touch with a bitter and painful reality. 
This is what has made me propose at the People's Assev»ly that the 
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president refrain from going to the United States and that all the activities 
of the normalization committees be stopped. This is also what made me 

say that we can reap no big benefit from issuing a unanimous statement 
condemning the settlement construction policy because Israel will give 

such a resolution a date and a number and go on with its defiance and 

with building its settlements. Yesterday's papers report that Israel has 
actually begun to build two new settlements near Jericho in the West Bank 
while President al-Sadat is about to begin his trip to the United States. 
The comment of the news agencies is that this action is a message addressed 
to Washington and in which Israel asserts that it will accept no pressures 
on the settlement issue in the expected summit between Carter and Begin. 


The phrase "perfect, sir'' may be said by any minister of deputy and he 
will find a majority to applaud him. These positions persist. We may 

end any discussion, regardless of how big or small, on the collision of 
two trains or on the rupture of a water pipe and the outcome will not be 
any different, regardless of whether the discussion is long or short and 
of whether the issue is referred to a special committee for further study 
or not. But there are very important issues for which the interest of the 
People's Assembly members, who are the representatives of the Egyptian 
people, is reserved. One of these issues is the discussion which has 
taken place on the settlements and on the future and fate of the negoti- 
ations. What more suitable occasion is there for hearing the opinion 

of the prime minister and minister of foreign affairs on this issue, 
considering that only 5 weeks remain for the deadline for these negotiations? 
What occasion is more suitable for President al-Sadat to hear and discuss 
the opinion of the people's representatives than when he is about to go 

to a summit conference in Washington? 


Somebody may say: Don't be so concerned because these are issues that 

have been given their right dues by the ranks and committees of the ruling 
party. But even if I assume that this statement is correct, does this 

drop the right of the People's Assembly with all its members and all its 
inclinations to have the prime minister spend with it 2 hours in the 
assembly hall to discuss this issue and to explain to us why the activities 
of the normalization committees are proceeding most energetically and why 
disappointing statements are issued after every joint meeting in the 
Palestinian self-rule negotiations? 


(We should also not forget) the interpretations of some people who should 
be thanked for their interpretations, such as the statements of Engineer 
Sayyid Mar'i, nor other statements in which the chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Commiciiee speaks as if he is defending Israel's conduct and 
intransigence and in which he defends Israel's honorable implementat.on 
of the agreements without giving us any practical proposals [sic] with 
which to answer Israel's illegal construction of the settlements, Israel's 
declaration that it will not return to the 1967 borders and Israel's 
refusal to enter into any discussions that may ultimately enable the 
Palestinians to determine their future because such determination may 
mean that it is possible for them to have their own state. 
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Statements of Minister of Interior 


Then come the statements of the major weneral mintater of the tatertor 
who merged two totally different (waves together aml a alagle dlacuwnton 
took place on both tasues together, hin haw only made the unelear and 


incorrect view of the tasues atil! vaguer. A meeting enda with shouts 
against hosting the shah, then develops into a demonstration and the 
police confronts tr Other ineidents connected with this issue take 
place at the » « ‘ty hospital in Asyut and the incidents turn into 
protest demonatratsons expressing what is in the heart of many, both 
Copte and Muslims. We view these demonetrationse=--deapite the attempt to 
portrary them as (acts intended simploy to cause physical damage) --as 
incidents that may be extremely serious and that may have a destructive 
impaci on the soule of all the Egyptiane who have drunk from the same river, 
who have protected their land against the dangers of thie river=-the 
igyptiane who, when the river floods begin, work together to plant all 
ktade of seed before it is too late and who, if the floods begin early, 
yaeten | veap the crops together, the Egyptians who are proud of their 
al-Azhar that has preserved the religious values of the Nuslime and proud 
of their church that is the oldest church. The fact tha. many churches 
in Africa and in the neighboring countries were under the control of this 
church gives us a feeling of greater pride. The Egyptians get together 
and recount the story of Moses, God's prophet, with Pharoh and his compa- 
nions and find in all this that all the divine religions have been proud 
of Fevpt and that the ancient Egyptian was the first to worship the only 
almighty God. Can the mainstays of this issue be dealt with by recount ing 
one or two incidents which, as indicated by the narration, require no 
more than a simple dressing of the wounds inflicted by some words? 


With Pope Shanudah 


Throughout 3.5 hours, I heard a lot of details about incidents that took 
plece on various dates in various governorates. I heard all this when I 
had a session with an outstanding selection of the members of the Holy 
[Coptic] Council when I went to offer the congratulations of the Labor 
Party [on Easter] to Pope Shanudah in Wadi al-)atrun. 


It is assumed that the authorities concerned have had knowledge of all 
these incidents. Very regrettably, the People's Assembly approach to 
tackle thie issue has taken the form of a prose and verse competition 
(and many members quoted phrases from the venerable Koran or from the New 
Testament) and the matter ended with a speedy closing of the discussion, 
as if the ruling party was saying everything is “perfect, sir” and as if 
it was waiting for the final applause to close the discussion. 


The slogans that are raised on occasions regarding concern for the national 
unity or for overcoming a certain circumstance corresponding with a visit 
by a prominent figure or high-ranking official so that the visit may pass 
quietly without any tlk of the true suffering is the method followed. 
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The issuance of statements to the effect that everything is perfect is 
not compatible with the true democratic Life nor with the actions that 
should be taken, If this is the method followed in the days of the 
totalitarian regime when Liberties were on leave, then the situation ts 
different now and we must deal with the issue with utter truthfulness, 
sincerity and impartiality, even if the matter requires changing some of 
the leadershipu in whose areas there have been repeated and exclusive 
incidents because the people's interest is above every consideration or 
courtesy for individuals. 


There is no place for the misleading phrase “perfect, sir” because we 
have abandoned thie slogan since the 1973 war and we should not let it 
eneak back into our life under any circumstance or for the sake of any 
person, 


God ia great and long live the people. 
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ARTICLE SAYS ONLY SOLUTION TO MIDEAST PROBLEM IS REMOVAL OF ISRAEL 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Apr 80 p 4 


[Article by Ahmad Husayn: “Zioniem's Ierael is Like Cancer That Cannot 
Be Treated Except With Removal") 


[Text] Before embarking on the subject of my article, IT must make two 
observations: First, | would not have permitted muself to write this 
article had I not paid ite price in advance when I went to Sinai and 
talked to Israel from (al-Malliz) airport. Many may not know what this 
means. It simply means that I, a totally paralyzed man (except for my 
right hand to write wich), have made thie trip. 


This infirmity may not mean as much as my general state means. I laugh, 
cry and tremble at the slightest influence. Moreover, my saliva is 
running constantly and causes many people to be disgusted. The short of 
it is that when I expose myself to view and climb a car and then a plane 
and then descend from them, I exert myself heavily and I have done this 
so that I may be able to write this article with a clear conscience. 





The second observation is that I do not hate the Jews and I do not advocate 
hating them just because they are Jews. God forbid that I should commit 
such a crime which we leave for EBurpe and America. Europe took ite turn 

in Hitler's days and America's [Presumably U.S.] turn will come to do to 
the Jews what Hitler had done and for the same reasons. I do not hate the 
Jews just because they are Jews. Perhaps I am the first Egyptian to have 
said: 


Perform your ablutions and pray to your God. Go to the mosque on Friday 
if you are a Muslim, to the church on Sunday if you are a Christian and to 
the synagogue on Saturday if you are a Jew. Many tried half a century 
ago, when Israel had not been created yet, to make me omit the words 

“on Saturday if you are a Jew" but I refused their attempts resolutely 

and firmly. 


When Hitler in Germany, and after him Mussolini in Italy, started to 
persecute the Jews, I denounced both of them and highlighted the inhuman 
injustice in their action. 
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| do not hate the Jews, regardless of how hard the Zioniats throughout the 
world try to say othervise, 


However, | am an enemy to Ziontem as embodied in larae!, Zilontam tn 
nothing but the offapring of the turopean colonialiam=--that hateful and 
barbaric colonialiem which was founded on the indiapensability of the 
European white man's supremacy, this man who stands apart while the reat 
of the world is made to serve him and to be happy with his supremacy over 
it, 


At the beginning of the 19th century, the time in which Europe formulated 
ite colonialiat policy, Zioniem was founded on the hands of Hergl. The 

man imagined, as Israel imagines today, that the Jews had been persecuted, 
that the others had dispersed them and that the Jewa have to have a 

national homeland, ignoring that throughout history no people were compelled 
to leave their homeland and that the Jews dispersed among the other 

peoples for their own good because they had never gathered in one place 
without bringing catastrophes upon their own heads. They were always 

this way more than 15 centuries ago and they had no recourse but to 

disperse among the nations. 


Herzl ignored this fact and called anew for bringing the Jews together in 

4 national homeland. Many may not know that the enemies of the Jewish 
homeland are the Jews themselves because they realize that the creation 

of their own homeland means that they will become aliens in the countries 
where they live and where they have attained the utmost wealth and influence 
that man can aspire for. I personally have met one such Jew in America 

who has devoted his life and money to fight Zionism. 


Colonialism Created Israel 


Therefore, Herzl's idea of creating a Jewish national homeland continued 
to seem ridiculous in the eyes of the Jews before the others. To demon- 
strate the strength of the Muslims--even after they had weakened--the 
Jews with all their millions were not able to get a permit from Turkey 
for Jewish ownership of Palestinian land even when Turkey came to be 
known as the sick man in the 19th century and even at a time when corrup- 
tion in the Palace of Yaldiz--the sultan's palace--had reached its peak. 


Only when the British empire started to scheme for control over the Arabs 
did the Jews find assistance from England. Thus the Salfour declarat ion-- 
Balfour was a Jew in charge of the British Ministry of Foreign Affairs-- 
was issued and in this declaration England promised the Jews to work 

“with all its might" to create for them a “national homeland" on the 
Palestinian soil. The Zionists used to claim that they got this declara- 
tion in return for “chemical services," such as some of the inventions 
offered to England by (Chaim Weizman). All this is nonsense meant to hide 
the real reason, which was to urge the U.S. Jews to take part in the war 
and the Jews were then, as they are now, controlling America. Thus, the 
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Haliour declaration was tesued in 1917 and the Jewa began to come from the 
various parte of the British empire to settle in Palestine under the 
protection of the British bayonets and the Britiah began, with all their 
colonialist influence, to eatabliah the Zioniats in Palestine. For over 

4 quarter century, the British themselves did not dare create, or rather 
found no interest for them in creating a Jewish atate out of their convic- 
tion that such a etate would not be in their service, The British thus 
fought the creation of this state, but too late. Many may not know that 
the collection of contributions in the United States reached the point 
where advertisements were published in some U.S. papers saying: "Pay a 
dollar and kill a British soldier." With the help of the United States, 
the Jews finally succeeded in creating the state of lIerael. 


Volunteering by Egyptian Youth 


From the first moment, the Egyptians realized instinctively the danger 
of planting this state in this area and we, the youths, volunteered to go 
to Palestine and fight the Zionists. 


I did not return from Palestine until I was convinced that the Palestinians 
were more capable than us to confront Zionism and that they lacked neither 
determination nor resolution but only the resources. The Arabs, led by 
Egypt, had to provide them with the resources so that they may achieve 
victory. 


I am not about to recount the history of what happened. What is important 
is that the State of Israel was created. 


As far as we are concerned, our theory was that Israel was created only 

to control us, to sow sedition and to create division not only among the 
Arab countries but within every single Arab homeland, as is the case at 
present. This is why we called and worked for destroying the State of 
Israel. As for the Israelis, they filled the world with their claims that 
they want to live securely and peacefully, twat they want good for their 
neighbors and that they seek their fraternity and love. 


So, look what those who were looking for our love and seeking our good 
have done. | 


In 1956, they plotted with Britain and France to invade us and they 
occupied the Sinai Peninsula to enable the two other states to dictate 
their will to us. In 1967, after having prepared for war against Egypt 
with the aid of the United States, they launched a treacherous assault 
against Egypt. This time, they reached the Suez Canal and closed it and 
declared that they will not permit reopening it before they guarantee 
that they would get one half its revenues. 


All this is beyond hostility and hatred. They are people who want to 
humiliate their neighbors at any price so as to force them to submit to 
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their supremacy. However, they continued to fill the world with clamor 
and uproar to the effect that they were doing this only because we refused 
to talk to them and to sit with them around the same table and that if we 
were to do so, we would find nothing but good and friendship from them 
because they only want to Live in security, peace and cooperation with 
their neighbors. 


It was idiotic and silly not to try this [aitting and talking with them]. 
But what prevented such a step was the fact that we had always been 
defeated. When the crushing victory of 6 October was realized, it became 
possible for us to try, without undermining our dignity, to find out 
whether it isa true that Israel wants to live securely, peacefully and in 
cooperation with its neighbors. This is why I supported the peace initia- 
tive and the two Camp David accords with all my strength. 


It became clear to me before one year had passed that Israel does not want 
peace with its neighbors but wants complete surrender to its will and full 
capitulation to its plans. As long as Israel says that Jerusalem is its 
capital, then we must capitulate to this. As long as Israel says that the 
Bank and Gaza are Israeli territories, we must say “we hear and obey" 

and the Palestinians must abandon their lands and their homes and disperse 
in the world so that Israel may be able to settle the Jews it will bring 
from their countries. Let Israel say so, even if the entire world opposes 
it, even if the United States, Israel's benefactor, opposes it and even 

if many of the Jews inside Israel itself oppose it. Begin knows that these 
Jews oppose him on the timing and not on the goal. The goal of everybody 
in Israel is to realize the land of [the greater] Israel from the Nile to 
the Euphrates. 


Begin knows that every Jew in Israel agrees with his claim that the Bank 
and Gaza are “liberated, and not occupied, lands." If Begin does not die 
today, he will be in the opposition tomorrow. This is the secret behind 
the hysteria in these successive statements of provocation. The man is 
working for his future when he joins the opposition and is working to 
immortalize his name among the Jews when he dies as the savage man who 
scared the Arabs in his youth by ripping open the bellies of pregnant 
women and by working to lift the injustice inflicted on the Jews for 
2,000 years. 


Cancer 


And now, Europe and the United States have given the world, among other 
things, a new disease called cancer. This is a malignant growth that 
afflicts a part of the body and which, if left untreated, spreads in the 
entire body and destroys it. 


They have tried everything to cure cancer but to no avail and they have 
reached the conclusion that cancer can be removed only through surgery. 
This also is the cure for Israel. After the various experiments with 
Israel, there is no cure for it except through removal, i.e. elimination 
from the map. This does not mean killing the Jews or dumping them in the 
sea. It only means destroying this artificial entity that is one of the 


leftovers of colonialism and that is called the "State of Israel." God 
is great and long live right and justice. 
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UNIONS WARNED OF NEW LEGISLATION TO RESTRICT THEIR ACTIVITIES 
Cairo AL=-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Apr 80 p 5 
[Article by Fu'ad Nushi: "Yreedom of Unions and White Bull") 


[Text] There have been rising whispers about the interest of the ruling 
party--the Democratic National Party--in imposing restrictions on the 
activities of the professional unions. 


It has been said that legislations are being prepared to transform the 
professional unions, led by the unions of lawyers, journalists and doctors, 
into cultural and social clubs whose activities may be confined to selling 
cooperative chickens, Rapso and Savo [presumably names of detergents] to 
their members. These clubs may also be allowed to show new American films 
because the present two Egyptian television channels can absorb no more 
such films, especially since the project to set aside a third channel for 
the new American company in the city of al-Muqattam has not been completed 
with the required speed in order to invade the Egyptian culture with the 
cowboy and Green Man culture and with the commercials of naked dancers. 


Despite the moderate position of the Journalists Union toward the press 
legislations, called the law of shame, the union's annual General Assembly 
congress was obstructed twice last March. 


A glance at the union council's reprt and at the final account and budget 
of the union which were supposed to be presented to the General Assembly 
of the journalists show that this deep-rooted union which has created the 
Federation of Arab Journalists and has participated in the creation of 
international journalist unions--this union that is more than 40 years 
old--will not be able to pay the meager pensions to the families of the 
press work martyrs because the government press establishments, which 
some people call national establishments, resort to trickery so as not to 
implement the law that stipulates that a certain percentage of the revenues 
of advertisements be paid to the Journalists Union. The government also 
resorts to delaying payment of the annual aid that it advances to the 
unions--an aid that amounts to less than the price that any government 
agency or public sector company pays to one of the papers or to the 
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television for a single advertisement announcing that his excellency the 
minister will inaugurate this or that agency's pavillion at the fair, 


The Teaching Professions Union is trying to avoid what has happened to 
the Lawyers Union and to its meetings which were stormed and in which 
everybody not cheering the ruling party was beaten with chaire. This 
union is also trying to avoid what has happened to the Journalists Union, 


Some of the Teachers Union officials may justify their behavior by saying 
that the circumstances require wisdom and [word indistinct] until some 
teachers get their rights after correction of the consequences of imple- 
mentation of law No 83, 


However, | remember the story that our esteemed teachers used to narrate 
to us a8 a lesson and an example--the story of "I was eaten the day the 
white bull was eaten." This is the story of a lion who lest his teeth 
and who was surrounded by three bulls: A white bull, a red bull and a 
black bull. One day, the lion summoned the red and the black bulls and 
asked for their permission to eat the white bull because its color stands 
out in the jungle and because it may lead the other beasts of the jungle 
to their place. They gave the lion the permission to do so. A few days 
later, the lion summoned the black bull and asked for his permission to 
eat red bull because his color is bright and he was given the permission. 
At the end of the week, the lion summoned the black bull who faced the 
same fate while saying: I was eaten the day the white bull was eaten. 


I present the same story to the other professional unions, to the workers 
unions, to the Federation of Egyptian Workers, to the cooperative, cultural 
and social associations and to all the popular groupings that believe in 
democracy and freedon. 


Il even present the story to the currently ruling party. The blood of 
Egypt's Party has not dried yet and Mamduh Salim, who was the majority 
leader less than 2 years ago and whose hair has turned whiter, remembers 
and remembrance is beneficial to the faithful. 
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FORMER ARAB LEAGUE SECRETARY WARNS OF ISRAELI DANGER TO EGYPTIAN SECURITY 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Apr 80 pp 5, 11 


[Article by Mahmud Riyad, Former Arab League Secretary General: "Real 
Danger Facing Us Is Continued Exposure of Egyptian Security to Israeli 
Threat; Danger Will Persist Because of America's Bolstering of Israeli 
Aggressive Strength") 


[Text] I dealt with the Palestinian issue and the Zionist aggression from 
1948 until I resigned from the Arab League in 1979. During this period, 

I expressed my views on every aspect of the issue and my opinions are 
recorded in the minutes of the United Nations and its commissions, in the 
Arab League, in the People's Assembly and the Socialist Union and in my 
statements to the world and local press. 


These statements and interviews shed the light on two fundamental points 
insofar as Egypt is « neerned: 


First, matters pertaining to Egypt's security. 
Second, matters pertaining to economic development. 


The fact is that Israel wants a lot more than an excellent position in 
Egypt. To understand Israel's goals, we need not make predictions or 
conclusions. All we have to do is read the official statements made by 
Israel's leaders on their goals, examine these goals carefully and think 
whether we can consider these goals mere dreams that are hard to realize 
or whether Israel is actually working to realize them. 


I pointed out my opinion on this in an address to the Arab heads of state 
who met in Baghdad on 2 November 1978 and noted the following: 


"We are facing an enemy that leaves no gap in our ranks without infiltrating 
it and finds no weakness in us without exploiting it. Our struggle with 
this enemy is long and bitter because the Zionist forces will not hesitate 
to expand whenever they get the opportunity and will not hesitate to 
infiltrate our ranks whenever we are divided. 
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"As long as Zioniam continues to cling to its beliefs and to its expan- 
sionist policy and as long as the door of immigration continues to be 
open for all Jews of the world to settle in Palestine, the Zionist threat 
will continue to conatitute a danger to the Arab nation, 


"lerael is implementing its expansionist plan in phases. It may witadraw 
at times only to pounce again, as it withdrew from Sinai in 1956 and then 
re-oceupled it in 1967, 


"Ierael may conclude agreements only to tear them apart when it gets the 
opportunity to attack. In 1949, it concluded agreements with four Arab 
countries only to tear them with its aggression ageinst Egypt in 1956, 
with its aggression against Egypt, Syria and Jordan in 1967 and, finally, 
with its aggression against southern Lebanon--an aggression that forms a 
part of the expansionist Zionist plan. 


"Israel does not respect any international charter or any of its commit- 
ments or signatures on any document if such respect is in conflict with 
its expansionist plans. 


"The vigilance, preparedness and unity of the Arab countries are the only 
weapons effective in preventing Israel from realizing its aggressive goals. 


"Peace must be based on a comprehensive solution that realizes for the 
Palestinian people their aspiration for their independent state on their 
own soil and that guarantees Israel's withdrawal from all the occupied 
Arab territories." 


Ben Gurion's Declaration 


While noting these facts, I recalled Ben Gurion's declaration on 7 November 
1956 after the Israeli forces’ attack against the Sinai--a declaration 
in which he said: 


Israel's forces have liberated Sinai, a part of the homeland, and have 
not attacked the Egyptian territories. Israel does not consider Sinai 

a part of the Egyptian territories but a part of the Jewish homeland. 
Ben Gurion confirmed this on the following day, 8 November, when he said 
that the goal of the Israeli campaign was to liberate that occupied part 
of the homeland from the invaders. 


Ben Gurion also announced abrogation of the agreement which he had signed 
in 1949 under the auspices of the United Nations. 


That agreement which Israel had signed with Egypt--as it had signed similar 
agreements with Syria, Jordan and Lebanon--was no ordinary truce agreement. 
The most important of its contents were within the framework of peace 
agreements. 
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To understand the extent of the aggressive Israeli intentions, it behooves 
us to return to the provisions of this agreement which Israel abrogated 
? years after it had signed it. 


The first article states that "for the purpose of restoring permanent 
peace to Palestine:" 


The two sides shall observe fully the Security Council's resolution on 
not resorting to the use of armed military force in settling the Palestine 
problem, 


The armed forces of neither side shall engage in any aggressive action, 
plan such action or threaten with such action against the people or armed 
forces of the other side, 


The right of each side to its security and its freedom from the fear of 
an attack launched »y the armed forces of the other side shall be fully 
observed. 


It shall be acknowledged that the establishment of a truce is an essential 
step toward liquidating the armed conflict and restoring peace to Palestine. 


Paragraph 3 of article 2 states: 


"All elements of the ground, naval and air military and para-militeary 
forces of both sides, including the irregular forces, shall be prevented 
from committing any belligerent or histile acts against the forces or the 
civilians in the territories controlled by the other side." 


Paragraph 2 of article 12 says: "This agreement shall continue to be 
effective until a peaceful settlement is reached between the two sides." 


Paragraph 3 says: "The agreement may be amended with the consent of both 
sides, except for articles 1 and 2." (Already cited) 


These are the articles that prohibit the resumption of war at any time and 
they are provisions that make some people consider the agreement a peace 
agreement practically. 


What happened in 1956 indicates two things: First, that the annexation 
of Sinai is part of Israel's goals and, second, Israel does not respect 
the treaties that it concludes. 


If we turn to the Camp David accords and to the peace treaty Egypt has 
Signed with Israel, we find that the words and phrases signed by Israel 
in 1949 and abrogated by it in 1956 are the same words and phrases that 
it has signed in the Camp David accords and in the peace treaty with 


Egypt. 
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We conclude from this that Egypt's security cannot be guaranteed just 
because Israel has signed an agreement, considering that experiences have 
proven that Israel does not respect its signature or any International 
resolution that ‘t agrees to when it finds that such respect ts In cont liet 
with its expansionist goals. 


I will not point out the numerous resolutions and agreements that Israel 
has disavowed. it is enough for me to mention resolution 242 which Israel 
had approved and which it then proceeded to interpret on its own, and to 
the exciusion of all countries of the world, in a way that fully nullifies 
its approval of the resolution, 


Finally, Israel is coming up every day with interpretations on the Camp 
David accords that completely nullify what it had previously agreed to in 
these accords. 


Real Danger 


It is evident from al] this that the real danger facing us is the continued 
exposure of Feypt's security to the Israeli threat. 


No developing country undergoing our circumstances can be reassured about 
the safety of its territories unless two things are available to it: 


First, that it possess an intrinsic force adequate to enable it to defend 
its territories against any likely invasion. 


Second, that it have friends that can supply it with money and weapons if 
it is exposed to danger. 


I do not believe that these two things are available to us at present. 
The threat against Egypt's security will persist as a result of the role 
that the United States plays in bolstering Israel's aggressive force. 


As for the talk about Israel's dire need for water and its need for markets 
to sell its products, this is a subject that needs a lengthy explanation. 


However, it can be summed up by the fact that Israel has conducted cease- 
less studies for a long time on this issue. As for water, there are studies 
prepared by Jewish experts several years ago to determine the water volume 
that Israel should get to meet its future needs to cultivate the Arab 

lands. If we turn to the Camp David accords, we find that Israel and 
industry and to support 5 million Jewish immigrants, which is the maximum 
set by Ben Gurion as the manpower capable of protecting Israel's security 
and developing its economy [sentence as published, presumably a line 
dropped in printing]. 


This is why we find that they have worked to seize the Jordan River waters 
and to deny the Palestinians their right to the waters of the river that 


‘ 
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flows through their territories, The Israelis also control at present 

the use of underground water in the West Bank on the pretext that most of 
the underground water resources in Israel come to them from the West Bank, 
They have also launched their aggression against southern Lebanon in 
preparation for exploiting the Litani Rive: waters. 


Nile Water 


As for the talk about Israel's use of the Nile water, this is an old dream 
that Israel has sought to realize so that it may be able to settle millions 
of Jews in the Negev. This is something that no Egyptian can approve even 
if Israel responds to all the Arab demands by withdrawing from the occupied 
Arab territories, establishing a Palestinian state and implementing all 

the UN resolution that it has refused to implement. The Egyptian people 
are in need of every drop of the Nile water. We must realize that Egypt 
exerted in the past exhausting efforts to underline its gained rights to 
the Nile waters. Egypt is also trying to increase its supplies from the 
Nile water by cooperating with all the countries located on the river 
basin. We have exerted ceaseless efforts to form a commission including 
all these countries to study the use of all the available Nile River 
resources for the benefit of the countries located on its basin. 


If Egypt declares its intention to supply the river water to an area 
outside the basin and for the benefit of a country that has nothing to do 
with the Nile River, then this will encourage all the countries which 
contain the river sources to use the river waters outside the basin and 
not to respect our gained rights. This is something that could cause 
Egypt to lose a part of the water volume that we get at present and this 
is the biggest catastrophe that could afflict Egypt, especially since 

it is the only country in the world where the life of the citizens depends 
on a single water souice, namely the Nile River. 


Israel's Borders 


When talking about peace, Israel used to demand termination of the economic 
boycott and refuse to talk of withdrawal. Israel also turned its security 

into the axis of the Middle East problem and has never demanded a provision 
to define its borders clearly. This is supposed to have been a fundamental 
demand as long as Israel's security is the fundamental thing. But we 

find that Israel has intentionally ignored this aspect and has demanded 

a clear provision on terminating the boycott and eliminating the obstacles 

that face the free movement of goods and persons. 


Despite all this, it must always be clear that the demand for peace is 

an Arab demand underlined by the four Arab countries signing the 1949 

truce agreement and the (Luzern) Protocol. The Arab countries have also 
demanded that Israel implement the UN resolutions leading to the establish- 
ment of peace. 
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In the Algiers and Rabat summit conferences, the Arab heads of state called 
for the establishment of just peace on the basis of Israel's withdrawal 
from the Arab territories and of respecting the Palestinian people's rights. 


The establishment of peace permits the establishment of some kind of rela- 
tions between Israel and the Arab countries within the framework of the 
international law. 


The problem insofar as Egypt is concerned is a problem of right timing and 
sound approach. 


As for timing, should we on our part implement what the Egyptian govern- 
ment has undertaken in the agreements with Israel on the exchange of 
diplomatic representation and the establishment of trade relations at a 
time when Israel refuses to withdraw from the Arab territories in imple- 
mentation of Security Council resolution 242 and in accordance with the 
Camp David accords and at a time when it refuses to respect the other 
commitments it has undertaken in these accords? 


As for the approach, 7: a! ‘18 studied for long years the plan it will 
impleme.t when Egypt © lishes the boycott. These studies have been 
carried out by econom.°:*: on the instructions of Ben Gurion and have been 
published in the Israeli press. 


These studies cover all the economic aspects and the kind of industries 
thet should be set up in Egypt because they have markets in Egypt. The 
matter has even gone as far as studving the laws and regulations governing 
economic activity in Fgypt with the aim of changing these laws so as to 
make them compatible with the interest of the Israeli economy. 


In the face of these Israeli plans, we must wonder: Are any of the 
authorities concerned in Egypt conducting studies to protect the Egyptian 
economy and to prevent the Israeli economic invasion of Egypt from 
obstructing the Egyptian economy's growth? 


Conclusion: 


First, Egypt demanded in 1969 an international system to guarantee the 
area's security in case Israel agrees to implement resolution 242 and to 
withdraw from the Arab territories. The four major powers agreed but 
Israel has refused and continues to refuse the establishment of such an 
international system as long as it is confident of getting enough money 
and weapons from the United States to enable it to threaten the security 
of the Arab countries. The frontline countries, including Egypt, will 
continue to be exposed to the Israeli military threat in the absence of 
minimum guarantees to protect the safety of these countries. 


Second, Egypt is the country in the area that is most vulnerable to the 
Israeli economic invasion because Egypt is in a unique position. Egypt 
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possesses limited water resources and, therefore, ite agricultural produc- 
tion wille-after using all the known modern meane--reach a point which it 

will not be able to surpass. At that time, the population growth and the 

population needs will have exceeded by far our agricultural production, 


To feed our people, we will have no recourse other than to export our 
industrial production to buy food and industrial and agricultural produc- 
tion requirements, 


The only competitor we have in this area is Israel, tlerael possesses 
limited water resources and no other resources. To maintain the individual 
income standard it has attained=-an income of 3,000 dollare per capita or 
tenfold the individual income in Egypt=-<Ierael must establish an export 
industry. It has realized considerable success in thie regard so far-- 
success that exceeds our present capabilities. 


There still remains the question: Is there any planning to confront the 
Israeli threat to our security and our economy? 


R494 
CSO: 4802 


104 














rove 


ECONOMISTS POINT OUT REASONS FOR COUNTRY'S INABILITY TO REPAY DEBTS 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Apr 80 pp 6, 7 


[Article: “Egyptian Economists Conference Gives Government Danger Signal; 
Egypt's Debts Rose From 1,639,000,000 Dollars in 1970 to 8,099,000,000 
Dollars in 1977; One Third Egypt's Revenues Go for Meeting Food Needs; 
Three Factors Behind Egypt's Inability to Repay Ite Foreign Debts") 


[Text] The Egyptian Economists Conference, organized by the Egyptian 
Association for Political Economy, Statistics and Legislation, has touched 
on a number of important issues, including world inflation and its impact 
on Egypt's foreign indebtedness. 


Increase in Egypt's Indebtedness 


The conference has shed for the government light on the pitfalls resulting 
from the increase in foreign indebtedness and the impact of this increase 
on the economy. In the language of figures, Egypt's debts rose from 
1,629,000,000 dollars in 1970 to 8,099,000,000 dollars in 1977. This 
means that the debts jumped during that period by 494 percent and at an 
annual average growth rate of 27 percent [figures as published]. (This 
demonstrates the accelerating growth of the volume of these debts). As 

a result, the average Egyptian foreign indebtedness per capita rose from 
58 dollars in 1970 to 214 dollars in 1977, i.e. at an average annual 
growth rate of 21 percent during the period. 


Insofar as the situation of international reserves owned by Egypt is 
concerned--reserves which represent the safety valve, when necessary, in 
foreign transactions and which consist of the gold and the foreign curren- 
cles available to the monetary authorities, as well as our position in 

the IMF--these reserves rose from 159 million dollars in 1970 to 534 
million dollars in 1977, i.e. they rose by 236 percent during the period. 
But despite this noticeable growth in the reserves, their percentage 
compared to the total current foreign debts dropped from 9.7 percent in 
1970 to 6.6 percent in 1977 due to the growth of the debts at a higher 
rate than that of the reserves. There is no doubt that the decline in 
this percentage is one of the important indicators showing the deve lopment 
in the weight of the foreign debts. 
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Three Factors Behind Egypt's Inability to Repay Ite Foreign Debts 


The scientific conference of the Egyptian economiatse has defined three 
factors that ate behind Egypt's inability to repay ite foreign debts. 
These factors are: 


Egypt's rising dependence on the outaide world to meet the food needa: 
The importation of the essential food commodities has been consuming over 
the years an important and ever-increasing percentage of the foreign 
currencies that the Egyptian economy can manage to acquire through either 
ite intrinsic resources or through foreign aid and loans. 


In the language of statistics, we find that the relative share of food 
commodity imports to the total Egyptian importe rose from 17 percent in 
1969/70 to 31 percent in 1975. This means that one third Egypt's imports 
go to meet the population's easential needs. 


The reason in this extracrdinary increase in the importation of food 
commodities is due to two factors: First, the population growth and the 
accompanying, and obvious, increase in the Egyptian population's needs 
for food supplies, along with the inability of the agricultural sector to 
keep up pace with the increasing needs. The second factor is the evident 
increase in the international prices of food supplies, especially since 
the October war. 


The second factor weakening Egypt's ability to repay its foreign debts is 
the percentage of semi-processed imports to the total production require- 
ments in many of the national economy's sectors. As a result, our imports 
of semi-processed goods are now consuming a large and ever-increasing 
percentage of our total imports. 


The conference has also pointed out that international prices have risen 
steeply in recent years and that the big growth in the Egyptian importation 
of these goods in recent years reflects an obvious flaw in the Egyptian 
economy's structure. Maintenance of regular production in many of the 
Egyptian economy's sectors now depends on the regular delivery of semi- 
processed goods imported from abroad. 


The third factor is represented in the frozen level of the Egyptian 
commodity exports, especially agricultural exports. The percentage of 
exports to the gross local production remained almost unchanged throughout 
the 1970's, swinging very closely near the 11 percent mark, whereas the 
percentage of imports to the gross local income amounted to nearly 22 
percent, or twice the exports percentage, in the same period. 


The Egyptian Economists Conference has pointed out that the freeze in the 


quantitative growth of our commodity exports is due to three reasons, 
name ly: 
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The weak growth in the sectors producing for exportation, especially in 
the agricultural sector, 


The population growth and subsequent drop in the surplus for exportation, 


The weak competitiveness of the Egyptian exports in the foreign markets. 
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DEPUTY RESORTS TO PAPER TO EXPRESS VIEW ON ISSUE OF SHAH 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Apr 80 p 9 


[Article by Shaykh Salah Abu-Iema'il: "In People's Assembly, There Is 
Harasement and Restriction Even on Correction of Facts") 


[Text] In the session held by the People's Assembly on the morning of 
Saturday, 29 March, the issue of the former shah's presence in Egypt was 
brought up, speakers spoke and the discussion was closed without my being 
given the chance to speak or even to correct the facts because paragraph 3 
of article 279 of the assembly's bylaws dictates that silence be maintained 
until the voting is done. 


I had so much correspondence with the assembly speaker that the assembly 
messengers got tired running back and forth between me and the speaker. 


However, the assembly speaker refused to give me the chance to speak on 
the pretext that the definite facts I wanted to correct were nothing but 
a personal opinion on the issue raised. 


But I stood and declared loudly that the assembly speaker was violating his 
bylaws, was protecting inaccuracies and was refusing to apply the bylaws 
and I asked the assembly to be the judge between us. But the assembly 
speaker went on ignoring me and asked for the members’ opinions on closing 
the discussion on this issue. I had thus to be content with including my 
vote with those opposing the sha's stay in Egypt for reasons that I will 
montion briefly after correcting the facts on the pages of the esteemed 
AL~SHA'B, considering that we could not get the chance to voice our 
opinion under the dome of the parliament. 


Do not Accuse People Ignorantly 


First, some of the speakers accused the lLranian pilgrims of chanting during 
this year's pilgrimage [in Mecca] "God is great, Khomeyni is greater." 


I made this year's pilgrimage and may God be my witness that they did not 
chant “Khomeyni is greater.” They said Khomeyni is (rahbar) which is a 
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Farei word that means commander or leader. So, what is wrong with such a 
chant, how can we adopt an unjust position on the basia of an ineorrect 
allegation and how can we clamor for this position in this surprising 
manner’? 1 have heard some [ranian youths in Cairo deny firmly that they 
said "Khomeyni is greater" and say that this is an idolatry of which they 
are innocent, 


Where Ie Real Islam in Egypt? 
Second, some of the speakers claimed that the real Islam is in Egypt. 


How can it be said that engaging in usury, permitting prostitution, the 
production and sale of alcohol, dancing and kissing, the unveiling of 
women, the open violation of fasting in the month of Ramadan and the 
violation of God's restrictions--all of which are a part of our reality 
in Egypt--how can this reality be described as the resi Islam? 


When a man in the wrong acknowledges his mistakes, he does morals a great 
service, But when a man claims, either out of ignorance or out of dis- 
regard for the facts, that he is perfect when he is weighted down with his 
sins, then we fear from such a man for our youth and for the concepts of 
our children. I have seen the people everywhere I have met with them 

rub their hands in anxiety and ask: Where is the real Islam in Egypt when 
this is the situation in the world of the judiciary, of the laws and of 
society generally? If somebody were to tell these people jokingly: Look 
around you, they would be looking around them for the reai Islam in Egypt, 
but to no avail. 


Curtain Woven Out of Sectarian Differences 


Third, some speakers pointed out that the Iranians are Shi'ite and that 
we are Sunna. If we established our relations with the countries of the 
world on the basis of Islam, then such statements would have their place. 
But we establish our relations with other countries on the basis of 
considerations of interest and without adherence to Islam. This has 
reached the point where Egypt has exchanged diplomatic representation 
with Israel, Russia, the Philippines and other countries that have certain 
positions on Islam and the Muslims and where we have severed our relations 
with our Arab brothers by expelling their ambassadors and recalling ours. 


The real reason is not the fact that they are Shi'ite and we are Sunna 
but the fact that we have exchanged ambassadors with Israel whereas they 
have boycotted it and the fact that we have supplied Egypt's oil to Israel 
when it has been striking Lebanon and preparing for more expansion and more 
settlement construction, having already swallowed Jerusalem, refused to 
return to the 1967 borders and to give self-rule to the Palestinians and 
having done other serious things that we are trying to justify in one way 
or another. 
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Open Falsehood 


Fourth, some of the speakers described the shah as a captive eo as to 
entitle him to the captive's right in Lelam. This is an open falsehood, 
Who can say that the shah in Egypt can be considered a captive? 





Fifth, some people cite the noble Koran when they think that such quotation 
supports their inclination and reject the venerable Koran when it is 
incompatible with what they like. An example of thie are those assembly 
members who quoted God's words: "Follow the path of forgiveness, order 
good deeds and turn away from the ignorant." Those citing this quotation 
have forgotten that those with the right to pardon are the victims, i.e. 
the Iranian people whose blood was shed by the shah. God also says: 


"He who is killed unjustly, We give his guardian the power [to avenge him 
or exact the price for his death] so that the killer may not engage in 
excesses triumphantly.” [Very loose translation]. Those speaking at 

the assembly also forgot God's words: “Whoever kills a life unjustly or 
spreads corruption on earth is like a man who has killed all the people." 
There is no need to cite further quotations from Islam that denounce 
murderers firmly, and this shah is the biggesc murderer in the modern age. 


Tampering With Book and Sunna 


Sixth, some speakers tampered with the Sunna and claimed that the prophet, 
may God's peace and prayers be upon him, pardoned the infidel when he 
conquered Mecca. God be my witness that he pardoned those who adopted 
Islam in large numbers, and Islam supercedes what is before it. Had the 
prophet pardoned the infidel on the day of victory, he would have violated 
the words of his God who says: “Fight all the infidels as they fight all 
of you.’ 


People Are Judge 


I wonder, honorable reader, if these corrections are objective facts or 
personal opinions. The assembly speaker refused to let me speak because 
I am an advocate of Islam and when I refute the current claims that the 
real Islam is in Egypt, then these false claims will evaporate. But they 
want the claims to take toot, even if on no foundations other than confusion 
and clamor. I ask in the name of millions: If they are sincere that 
Islam truly exists in Egypt, then why isn't the Islamic Shari'a applied 
yet even though the codification committees have completed the essence 

of their work? According to the claims of some people, the political 
balances require that the Islamic Shari'a stay out of directing life and 
leading it to the glory of the world and the paradise of the hereafter. 


I thank the honorable AL-SHA'B that has become a window from which the 
Islamic thought, suppressed in the legislative authority, looks out so 
that the people may learn what harassment and restriction we, their 
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deputies, are subjected to, We will continue to speak God's words and we 
are not to be blamed if some people then say: We have heard and disobeyed, 
God has told His noble prophet: "You convey the measage and we shall bring 
them to account," 


Aatonishment 


I don't know why we should shoudler all these burdens for the sake of the 
shah's presence in Egypt. Tan't he the one who used to supply Israel with 
Iranian ofl to fuel ite vehicles to kill us and to ueurp and bury our 
freedom? Taen't this shah the one who arrested the innocent, killed the 
oppressed and obstructed God's law? Ien't he the one who opened an 
Israeli embassy for the Ieraeli enemy in his country when this enemy was 
committing all kinds of atrocities against us? What is more, has the shah's 
reliance on the army and the policy saved him from the people's revolution 
that has turned his crown into a feather in the wind? Moreover, why are 
we being courteous to an individual at the expense of his people when the 
whole world has been disturbed by his tyranny and when it has become 
obvious to the entire world that the people's will is truly from God's 
will? 


What Seems Harmful May Be Beneficial 


This is our correction of the mistakes and this is our view on the issue. 
Had we been permitted to express all this at the People's Assembly, some 
of the annoyment may have disappeared. But God has wished to honor us 
with addressing the people from the podium of the honorable AL-SHA'B. 
Thanks be to God, the master of the world. 
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EGYPT 


LABOR PARTY SYMPOS1UM DISCUSSES NORMALIZATION, SELF-RULE, SECTARIAN 
INC LDENTS 


Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 15 Apr 80 p 2 


[Article: “Ibrahim Shukri Declares at Party's Weekly Symposium: Labor 
Party Will Declare Position on Camp David Accords; Sectarian Sedition Is 
Due to Failure of Officials to Carry Out Their Duty"| 


[Text] Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, the Labor Party chairman, has reaffirmed 
that the party will reconsider its position on the Camp David accords if 
the current negotiations between Egypt and Israel do not realize by 

26 May any success that encourages the Palestinians and the Jordanians to 
join them. Shukri said that the party will declare its new position at 
the right time and in the manner that the party believes will realize 
the goal. 


At the party's weekly symposium last Tuesday evening, the Socialist Labor 
Party chairman added: We have marched along a path which we though would 
lead to a just and comprehensive peace in the area. We have heard it said 
at the People's Assembly that the Camp David accords contain all the 
provisions, articles and means that can lead us to realizing the Arab 
people's aspirations and the Palestinian people's right to establish their 
state with utter freedom. We have discussed all the provisions of the 
Camp David accords which are clear insofar as evacuation from the Sinai 
is concerned. As for the letters exchanged between us and the United 
States, those exchanged between the United States and Israel and those 
exchanged between us and Israel on complete self-rule for the West Bank, 
Gaza and Jerusalem, they are not at all clear and consist of words and 
phrases that can be subject to interpretation. 


He said that the agreement [not further specified] calls for recognition 
of Security Council resolution 242 and we have been told at the People's 
Assembly that Israel's approval of the agreement means its approval of 

the resolution which stipulates that lands be returned to their owners. 


But Israel has been able to circumvent these interpretations and has said 
that the resolution calls for returning the land to its owners and that 
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the Weat Bank and Gaga are Judea and Samaria which are liberated Jewish 
lands. Thus, Begin is interpeting the agreement any way he likes and 
Iavrael ia thus underlining the position which it believes will intenslfy 
our division as Arabs and will widen the gap between us and our brothers 
in Arabiam, 


Rapid Normalization and Slow Self-Rule 


Shukri further added that the crux of the entire issue is the Palestine 
problem, However, we find that Israel is obstructing our negotiations on 
the Palestinian people's rights, one time on the pretext that its security 
is threatened, another time on the pretext that its borders have not been 
determined yet and a third time because it demands that its military rule 
in the West Bank continue. 


When we discussed with Dr Butrus Ghali, the minister of state for foreign 
affairs, his visualization of the means to compel Israel to implement the 
agreement, he said that the volume of trade exchange between us and Israel 
has not been defined in the agreement and that this card will be an 
instrument of pressure. If Israel moves ahead with the self-rule steps, 
we will move ahead in the normalizetion steps. But what has happened is 
surprising. The normalization has been entrusted to a sector headed by 
the minister of defense and the self-rule negotiations to another sector 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs headed by Dr Mustafa Khalil, the prime 
minister and minister of foreign affairs, and we fined that the normaliza- 
tion is proceeding at a rapid pace whereas the self-rule negotiations are 
almost at a standstill. 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri further said: Israel has drawn up plans to spend 

2 billion dollars in 2 years for the construction of 130 new settlements 

in the Arab territories--settlements to which immigrants will be brought 
from all parts of the world to guarantee in any future referendum that the 
scales are tipped in favor of Israel and against the Arabs. Israel is 
doing all this by exploiting the fact that the agreement does not stipulate 
that the construction of settlements be stopped. The Israelis use the 
provisions of the agreement the way they like and this is what motivated 
the Socialist Labor Party to express its reservations on the agreement 
when it was discussed. 


Normalization Is not Procedding on Right Path 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman then demanded that all steps for the 
normalization of relations between Egypt and Israel be stopped immediately 
and said that the executive steps being taken at present to normalize 
these relations are not proceeding on the right path. The positions of 
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Yitzhak Shamir, his minister 

of foreign affairs, have not changed. Moreover, U.S. President Carter 
can exert no pressures at all in this phase. All these conditions herald 
no progress whatsoever. 
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National Unity 


The Labor Party chairman then proceeded to deal with the issue of national 
unity, saying: These new tunes that have emerged recently indicate that 
the political parties have not been able to absorb the fundamental prin- 
ciples of Egyptian nationalism. Throughout their history, the Egyptian 
people have not known no racism or fanaticiem and have always been a 
magnificent model of unity. These [sectarian] incidents show that all 
those who should have worked to disseminate trust in the nation have not 
done their duty. Shukri then urged the Socialist Labor Party members to 
exert efforts to clear the atmosphere between the Muslims and the Copts 
everywhere so that Egypt may achieve the unity that it has had throughout 
its long history. 


Only Ignorant and Fanatic Call for Discord 


Rashad al-Shabrabkhumi had opened the symposium with an address on national 
unity. He said: Egypt is undergoing these days an unusual crisis that 
should not have been intensified and that should have been settled from 

the outset. Since ancient times, the Egyptian people have lived united 

and the Muslim has lived next to the Christian without sensitivities. 

What is happening now is abnormal. He also said: I blame the prominent 
Muslims and Christians because they have participated unwittingly in 
intensifying the situation. Only the fanatic and the ignorant on both 
sides are the ones who call for discord between the two elements of the 
nation. These are a very small minority. Rational people are the majority. 
He wondered: How can the majority retreat before an irrational minority 
that has nothing at all to do with religion? Religion belongs to God and 
the homeland belongs to all. 


In Whose Interest Is Sectarian Sedition Incited? 


Artist Hamdi Ahmad, the member of the Parliamentary Committee for Bul iq 
District, then said: What Egypt needs in this phase is to march forth 
Fear hampers forward movement. Therefore, our first duty is to eliminete 
the fear inside us and we should fear nobody other than God. 


Referring to the sectarian sedition, he wondered: In whose interest are 
such disagreements provoked at present? We must put our finger on the 
cause of this disease to cure it, even if the matter requires us to hold 
a dialogue in which the entire nation cakes part. Even in the days of 
the pharohs, Egypt did not know religious discord. 


Ahmad blamed the Democratic National Party for failing to settle these 
disagreements and said: If this party is the party with the overwhelming 
majority, then where is its presence in the Egyptian street to solve this 
problem? He asserted that if the Socialist Labor Party had offices in 
the various cities and quarters, it would have been able to hold in them 
discussions to settle such problems. 
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Seetarlan Sedition Would not Have Happened Had Government Tackled It 
Ser lously 


kif'at al-Shahawi, the party secretary general, then took the floor to say: 
We in the Soctaliat Liberal Party feel extremely bitter for what is 
happening in our country. Sedition is something new to Egypt. The 
Egyptian people have Lived in unity throughout their history and we have 
never heard at any time that there was discrimination or sectarian struggle 
in this country, except for a short period during which British colonialism 
tried to apply the policy of "divide and rule." However, Father Sergius 
had stood on the rostrum of al-Azhar to say: We are Egyptians. The 
shaykhs of al-Azhar had also stood on the podiums of churches to say that 
we are a single people. The colonialist endeavor thus failed, 


Al-Shahawl added: These days a law for national unity is issued in the 
country for the first time in its history and the advocates of sectarian 
sedition exploit this law because they are decrepits who are unable to 
face the people and explain the facts to them. 


Al-Shahawi asserted that had the government tackled the issues with a 
degree of frankness and seriousness, this sedition would not have occurred. 
We also hear that Abba Shanudah has retreated to his monastery and that 

he is not celebrating the [Easter] holiday. We in the Socialist Liberal 
Party feel extremely bitter because we are proud of our church, as we are 
proud of our crescent [symbol of Islam]. If some youths have surpassed 

the limit, then this should have been settled at the outset and the issue 
should not have been used for engaging in oneupmanship. 


'Abd-al-Hamid Barakat, a party member from the village of Bani ‘Adi in 
Asyut, then addressed the symposium and invited Engineer Ibrahim Shukri 
and a delegation of the party's Executive Committee to visit his village 
on the occasion of its celebration of the national day of Asyut. 


Journalist Ibrahim Yunis then took the floor to praise Ibrahim Shukri and 
the Socialist Labor Party for the visit they paid to the pope in Wadi 
al-Natrun Monastery. Yunis said that the Socialist Labor Party chairman 
is the only politician in Egypt to make such a visit out of his belief 

in the national unity which he has always advocated since his youth. 


Yunis also praised struggler Ahmad Husayn. 
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EGYPT 


ECONOMISTS CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS DANGERS OF OPENNESS TO ISRAELI ECONOMY 
Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 15 Apr 80 p 5 


[Article: "Egyptian Economists Conference Affirms: Open-Door Economic 
Policy Toward Israel More Dangerous to Egypt Than Egypt's Open-Door Policy 
Toward Advanced Countries"] 


[Text] The Egyptian Economists Conference has asserted that economic 
openness to Israel is more dangerous to Egypt than Egypt's openness to 
the economy of the biggest powers, such as the United States or the 
Euromarket. 


The conference has pointed out that the United States has reached a growth 
phase in which the motives for external expansion are largely different 
from the motives of the Israeli economic expansion. 


In a scientific study discussed during the conference sessions, the 
conference pointed out that the Israeli economy is more eager than the 
United States to sell commodities that are in a close competition with the 
actually produced Egyptian commodities or the commodities that Egypt can 
produce. The study says that the commodities that are still in the stage 
of expansion in Israel may be declining commodities in an economy like 

the U.S. economy. 


The study warns against the statement that Israel is a small country that 
can [not] pose a danger to a country like Egypt with its large population 
and reminds of what England, that island, did in the past century until 
it became an empire over which the sun never sets. The study also points 
out in this regard that Japan occupied in the 1930's China with its 
population which was at the time sevenfold or eightfold the population 

of Japan. 


How Can Israeli Economic Invasion Be Fought? 


On the means to fight the Israeli economic invasion, the study points 
out that the responsibility for fighting this invasion is restricted to 
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the responsibility of the Egyptian consumer to boycott the Israeli goods 
and the responsibility of the Egyptian producer to refrain from cooperating 
with the Israeli producer, 


The Egyptian Economists Conference has also pointed out that this popular 
responsibility is ultimately the rock on which the Israeli economic 
aspirations may be shattered, 


Open-Door to Israel Requires End to Attack on Egyptian Public Sector 


The scientific study refers to a number of important and vital demands to 
make matters clear insofar as the open-door policy toward Israel is 
concerned, including the demand that those in charge of Egypt's economic 
policy stop portraying the economic openness to Israel as a reflection 

of a free Egyptian will. If, for example, there is an Israeli pressure 
for opening the Egyptian market to an Israeli commodity chat competes 
with some of the Egyptian public sector's products, then the least that 
we can demand is that the tongues stop stabbing the capability of the 
Egyptian public sector as a justification for opening the door to this 
Israeli commodity. 


It is to be noted that the Economists Conference has been held to discuss 
the future visualization of the Egyptian economy under the canopy of the 
new changes in Egypt and of openness to Israel. The conference has been 
attended by a number of university professors specialized in the field 
of economy. 
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Weyer 


DEVELOPMENT IN SINAI DESCRIBED AS SLUGGISH 
Cairo AL~-SHA'B in Arabic 15 Apr 80 p 5 
[Article by Pu'ad Nushi] 


[Text] I returned from al-'Arish last Friday evening after a short trip 
and the urgent question that kept occurring to me was: Where are the 
people? 


We entered al-Qantarah East, which overlooks the Suez Canal and which is 
only 10 kilometers from Iemailia, and I was still looking for people. 

Most of the houses are still destroyed, as they were 8 years ago, recon- 
struction is slow and stagnation prevails in the entire area from al- 
Qantarah to al-'Arish. Nothing has changed, except for some pictures and 
signs welcoming the Liberation of Sinai (supplied) by one of the companies 
developing this dear part of our dear homeland! 


In the town of al-'Arish, there is astonishing quietness and shops that 
are mostly empty of goods and of buyers. The merchants complain of 
economic depression and it is said that some of the workers sneak across 
the barbed wires to the other side occupied by Israel because they are 
paid high waged there to develop Israel! 


I was careful to ask about Israeli goods in al-'Arish and in the other 
Sinai villages to find out what kind of Israeli economic invasion exists 
there--an invasion that I have found to consist of beer cans in Cairo. 
I found there tea that competes in its poor quality with the tea marketed 
by the Supply [Authority] here in Cairo and poor-quality Israeli cigarettes 
(sold for 60 piasters a pack). 


I also found Israeli soap that rivals in its poor quality the soap sold 
here in Cairo during the soap crisis, even though the price of a block 
of Israeli soap ranges from 30 to 50 piasters! 


I found chocolate produced in Ramallah and sold for 3 pounds a box and 
nearly 4 pounds a kilogram and of a quality that is poorer than the 
products of our plants. 
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Thies was the only consolation in thie trip because it haa confirmed to we 
that what has been said about leracl's progress is a delusion and a myth 
and nothing more than precise colontaliat planning there and laxity and 
Negligence in production here, 


I visited the (Peace Village) [qaryat al-salam) which used to be an leraeli 
settlement and which had been surrounded by concentrated propaganda that 
portrayed it as a model farm employing the latest scientific means. 


A few meters away | found the land which has been cultivated by the 
Egyptian people of al-'Arish with olive trees, wheat and barley for 
thousands of years. This land reflects the ability of the great Egyptian 
man who, if he were only given the simplest instructions and agricultural 
equipment, would make the (previous) model farm look like a primitive farm, 


Last Saturday morning, | heard a report in the newscast to the effect that 
Gaza-al-'Arish road will be opened (as it was open for hundred of years) 
as of today and I told myself: tIen't it time for us to realize that real 
work is the only means to Liberation and that we are required to encourage 
internal emigration from the overcrowded governorates of the Republic 

of Egypt to the Sinai that suffers from emptiness, lack of production and 
shortage of manpower and of the armed forces that are allowed to be 
present on this land of ours? 
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KOYP'T 


ABAD DISCOVERS CAUSES OF IRANIAN REVOLUTION 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 15 Apr 80 p 10 


[Article by ‘Ali Salim Abad: "Truth of Role I Performed Between Shah and 
Khomeyni" | 


[Text] Notice: In reply to the readers’ questions, we say that ‘Ali Salim 
Abad is ‘Ali Salim, the Egyptian theaterical writer who (is writing) a 
political analysis within the framework of literature [sic]. 


In the two previous parts, the author reviewed his relationship with the 
shah and the shah's calling him at the peak of the events and entrusting 
him to go to the United States to find out the real U.S. position toward 
those events. 


The shah's urgent and sudden summons did not give me the opportunity to 
put on suitable clothes and so I arrived in Tehran wearing a simple shirt, 
a pullover and a light pair of pants. 


Perhaps my trip to the United States would be surrounded with numerous 
dangers, especially the road from the shah's palace to the airport. This 
is why Gen Aman Yalli Aman, the officer in charge of the security of the 
shahanshah's palace, took me by the hand to the protective clothing chamber 
to get proper clothes. That clothing consisted of: 

1. A bullet-proof steel vest. 

2. <A jacket made of an unknown metal for protection against artillery. 

3. An overcoat for protection against incendiary bombs. 

4. A pair of shoes for protection against land mines. 

5. <A big pair of black sunglasses for protection against shrapnel. 


Finally, the officer put on my head a broad helmet for protection against 
mortars. 


120 

















After wearing this entire arsenal, General Aman Yalli amiled and said: 
"I have done all I can for you. May God help you." 1 thanked him and got 
on my way to the airport, 


I felt overwhelming happiness while penetrating the demonstrations and 
passing the barricades, I was fully confident of my safety while moving 
in those clothes, The demonstrators can hit me only if they use atomic 
bombs, and thie ia not at all likely. 


But God help ue with thie “but.” It always jumps into my life to ruin 
things for me and to make me feel that my strength is nothing but a 
delusion. 


"But say only that which God has written for us shall befall ua." It wae 
written for me that I should get hit==just one kilometer before reaching 
the airport--by a sharp-edged emall stone thrown by a genius child who 
scored a direct hit on my ear and nose. My pure blood began to flow and 

I started to curse the western technology that doesn't take into considera- 
tion protecting a man against pebbles in the Middle East area. 


Il heaved a sigh of relief when I finally got to the airport. 


The shah's big plane--Iranian Air Force Plane No l--was waiting for me at 

the beginning of the runway with ite engines running. As soon as I climbed 
into it, it rushed with a roar on the runway and then started to penetrate 
the espace (by the way, I don't know what this word “space” means, do you?) 


The pretty stewardess came to me, took care of the wounds and stopped the 
flow of the pure blood immediately. I then started to enjoy the plane's 
refreshing atmosphere and the fuss made over me by the pretty stewardesses 
(it is well-known in the important political circles and the decision- 
making circles that my success in my dangerous secret missions is posi- 
tively proportionate with the beauty of the stewardesses. The prettier 
the stewardesses, the greater the chances of my success in my mission. 

It so happened on one of my secret missions that the entire service crew 
consisted of stewards, and you can imagine the result. I failed abysmally, 
war broke out and the entire world paid the price of this mistake. See: 
Causes of 1939-45 World War II, pp 15-16). 


1 sank in my seat and started to contemplate the clouds through the plane 
window. I felt a surprising mental tranquillity overtake me (and this 
rarely happens). This thing that happened, why has it happened? 


Why has the revolution erupted over every centimeter in Iran? (Notice 
‘hat nobody has answered this question yet). I found myself getting 
close to the ansver. 


What do you say if you suddenly find earth opening up, volcanoes erupt 
and tornadoes hit, uprooting ‘forests, cities and villages? 
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There ie no doubt that you will say that nature has gone berserk, meaning 
that the balances, criteria and calculationa have gone awry and have gotten 
jumbled, The result is turmoil, outburea.s, eruptions and tremors [mawaran] 
(1 don't know how correct the word "mawarav" is. It is supposed to be 
derived from the word yamuru or tamuru., Gevrerally, if you don't like it, 
you can assume that you haven't read it). 


If we apply the ordinary criteria of men to thie condition, it may seem 
to ue that nature has swallowed some bad food that has caused it all this 
fever and all these convulsions. 


Ah, the natural environment in the Iranian people's body has been upset. 
There has been an environmental pollution! 


What is thie imbalance? What is the nature of the pollution? Who has 
created or caused thie pollution? I felt my mind grow, expand and become 
clear. The darkness started to disappear from ite corners and to be 
replaced by astonishing light and clarity (had this state lasted one more 
hour the world would have gained another Socrates. It is certain that this 
state was not the result of the broad beans [ful], oil and hot pepper 

that I had eaten the previous morning. Or perhaps this state was one of 
ite side-effects). The idea leaped to ry mind clearly and lucidly. 


The shah has destroyed the natural oppusition--the opposition that gives 
his people unity and cohesion. Note my use of the word natural. The 
existence of rivers, forests and deserts is natural. Accordingly, opposi- 
tion becomes a natural thing. 


Thus, the first link in the environmental pollution started. The shah 


thought (and how misfortunate that he did) that the natural opposition 
was not something natural and so he destroyed it. 
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es ee 3 


BRGY? 


BRIEFS 


HARASSMENT OF ENGINEERS MEETING--The General Assembly of the Engineers 
Union held last Friday a one-hour meeting during which those requesting 

to address the assembly had no opportunity to do so. Certain groups of 
non-engineers silenced those asking to speak by force. These groups even 
went as far as kicking one of the union members (Engineer ‘Adil al-Mashadd) 
out of the hall by force. Status [al-ahwal] report No 38 was recorded 

at al-Azbakiyah Police Station on the incident. Five engineers--namely: 
‘Abd-al-Khaliq al-Shinnawi, the former minister of irrigation; Dr Mahmud 
al-Qadi, a former member of the People's Assembly; Dr Milad Hanna, a 
professor at the Engineering College; Iema'il al-Suyufi, the chairman of 
the Canal Zone Electricity Authority; and Dr Muhammad ‘Ali Salih, the 
chairman of the Chemical and Nuclear Engineering Section of the Engincers 
Union and the professor at Cairo University--had addressed to the General 
Assembly a statement demanding that the engineers problems be discussed, 
especially the problem of unemployment among new graduates and the problem 
of engineers wages. They also demanded that the issue of the normalization 
of relations and of supplying the Nile water to Jerusalem be discussed. 
[Text] [Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 1 Apr 80 p 5] 8494 





PARTY ROLE IN AL=DAQAHLIYAH--Rif'at al-Shahawi, the Socialist Labor Party 
secretary general, and Dr Salah ‘Abd-al-Mun'im, the party secretary in 
al-Daqahliyah, have discussed the role of the party and of its organiza- 
tions in al-Daqahliyah Governorate in order to bolster the party member- 
ship, adopt the masses’ problems and propose solutions for them. [Text] 
{Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Apr 80 p 2] 8494 


ALEXANDRIA COMMITTEE MEETING--The General Secretariat of the Socialist 

Labor Party in Alexandria has decided that the party committee in the 
governorate will hold a regular monthly meeting on the first Thursday of 
each month. Therefore, the committee's next meeting will be held next 
Thursday evening at the party's general headquarters. On the other hand, 
the governorate Cultural Committee will initiate its work with an organi- 
zational meeting which will be held by Hamzah Khalid, the education official 
in the governorate, with the party officials heading the education commit- 
tees in the districts of Alexandria Governorate. [Text] [Cairo AL-SHA'B 

in Arabic 8 Apr 80 p 2] 8494 
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PLENARY LABOR PARTY MEETING=--Abueal-Fath al-Sawi, the Socialist Labor Party 
official in charge of workera affaire in Alexandria, will hold a plenary 
meeting on the 10th of April and has invited all the party membera in the 
governorate to attend the meeting eo as to plan the workers role in the 
partisan work and to discuss the aspects of worker activities that must 

be carried out in the coming phase. [Text] [Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 

8 Apr 80 p 2) 8494 


JUDGES' GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS--The General Assembly of Egyptian 
Judges, convened at the Judges Club last Thursday evening, has decided 

the following: First, entrust the Judges Club Executive Council with ite 
new formation to continue the efforts to realize the promises made for 

the restoration of the Supreme Judiciary Council which was abolished in 
the 1969 massacre of the judiciary and to continue to reexamine the 
financial conditions of the judiciary and the full implementation of the 
health and social welfare law. Second, Egypt's judges reaffirm their full 
support for the previous resolutions taken by the General Assembly and by 
the Club's Executive Council on the draft law to protect values against 
shame, on termination of the state of emergency and on amending the 
judiciary authority law so that the judiciary may become fully independent 
of the Legislative and executive authorities. The Club's Executive Council 
and its General Assembly had made a recommend. tion to the president of the 
republic and to all the officials to exert effoite to withdraw the draft 
law of shame. [Text] [Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 15 Apr 80 p 1) 8494 





EFFECTS OF OPEN ECONOMY--The Public Sector Information Center of the 
Ministry of Finance has acknowledged that the open-door economic policy 
adopted by the government has led to retarding the public sector. This 

has been stated by a memorandum prepared by the Public Sector Information 
Center of the Ministry of Finance and submitted to the minister of finance. 
The memorandum states that the open-door economic policy adopted by the 
state has had its effects on the public sector where the following problems 
and difficulties have emerged: First, exhaustion of the foreign currency 
resources to flood the market with consumer and semi-processed imported 
commodities as a result of the system of importation without currency 
conversion, in addition to the failure of the free zones to realize the 
fundamental goals for which they were established and to the predominance 
of consumerism in them. Second, the lack of balance in the customs tariff 
as a result of the exemption of some imported commodities and [production] 
requirements, thus putting these commodities in a better position to compete 
with the local products. Third, the inclination of the local (authorities) 
to purchase some brand-name requirements from abroad despite the availabi- 
lity of similar goods locally. Fourth, the inadequate coordination between 
the investment projects of the public sector companies and the open-door 
projects. Fifth, failure in streamlining the use of foreign loans in order 
to realize development and serve the economy. The memornadum points out 
that all these factors have affected the public sector's efforts, thus 
causing the public sector companies to lag behind and to be unable to meet 
the [needs of the] local market. [Text] [Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 

15 Apr 80 p 7] 8494 
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EGYPT 


ARTICLE CONSIDERS ISLAM, NOT PALESTINE OR TSRAEL, FUNDAMENIAL ISSUE 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic May 80 pp 16-17 


[Article by Dr ‘Abd-al-Ghani ‘Abbud, Assistant Professor at ‘Ayn Shams 
University: "Normalization Is Step in Complete Israeli Plan and not Goal 
in Iteelf") 


[Text] At the outset, I will stress that I will keep my opinion on the 
peace treaty concluded between Egypt and Israel and ending with the 
normalization of relations between the two countries to myself. 


I keep this opinion to myself for reasons, including: 


I may be one of those who approve what has happened for reasons that I 
deem valid and others may consider this approval as flattery to the 
government. I may also be one of those opposing what has happened for 
reasons that I deem valid and some people may view this opposition as an 
endeavor to take a “heroic” position and as a ploy to become famous by 
disagreeing, perhaps I may enter history from one of its doors. 


The reasons also include the fact that the supporters of what has happened 
have their logic, which seems to them a sound logic, and the opponents have 
their logic, which seems to them a sound logic. Therefore, the adoption 
of a position for or against drops the right of a person who supports what 
has happened to have an opinion and a person who opposes what has happened 
to have an opinion. This is something that is in violation of Islam whose 
second caliph ['Umar ibn al-Khattab] said his famous words: “There is no 
good in you if you don't state them [your opinions] and there is no good 
in us if we don't listen to them." This is a living embodiment of the 
positions that the prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him, took 
with his companions on every issue requiring "opinion and consultation," 
such as selecting the site of Badr campaign and al al-Hudaybiyah peace. 


What is important, in my view, is that the position of support or opposi- 
tion emanate from a view of the issue in its entirety and not from "subser- 
vience" to this or that side or from a “hasty view" of the issue. Hasty 
views may be suitable in simple life situations. But when such views are 
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applied to the future of an entire nation which has its weight in this 
world in many respects, then such views become extremely dangerous, 


lhe reasons also include the fact that “support or opposition" could have 
been beneficial in the early phases of the initiative, but now that the 
relations between Egypt and Israel have been normalized, it is logical that 
we should think of what may be done to confront the dangers of this 
normalization, especially since the normalization of relations with Israel 
is not in iteelf an Ieraeli goal but just one of many steps in the complete 
Israeli plan==steps such as the Balfour declaration, the creation of the 
State of Israel, the expansion of this state and many other steps, some 

of which we know and some of which we don't know. 


What is astonishing is that we have not learned a thing from Israel, 
despite all that has happened, tlserael stands firm with its plan which it 
has derived from its distorted bible. We also have, from the outset, 
stood firm in confronting every link of this plan with shouting, wailing 
and disagreeing with each other instead of reaching an agreement between 
those who support and those who oppose to confront the existing danger 

in every one of its phases. 


Fundamental Issue 


I may disagree with many when I say that our issue is not--contrary to what 
we have been led to believe from the outset--the issue of whether Israel 
should exist or not. When the issue was portrayed in this manner, the 
portrayal was a part of the Jewish-crusader plan that harbors malice for 
Islam and that seeks to uproot this Islam. 


Any observer of the long history of the Arabs with Israel cannot but 
believe that the previous phases of this plan were implemented by the Arab 
rulers most adamant in their confrontation against Israel and Zionism. 


In the name of the “usurped” Palestine, of the so-called "State of Israel" 
and of other slogans, those rulers declared dictatorships and martial laws 
in most of the Arab countries and opened the doors of prisons to whomever 
demanded freedom in preparation for the day that has not come yet. In 
the name of the same issue, the monies of the poor Arab peoples were 
smuggled to the banks of the west so that the Jews, and those who support 
them, may benefit from those monies. In its name also, "trustworthy" 
people emerged in every Arab country and did to every Arab country more 
than the Jews have done to Palestine. In its name--also--the Egyptian 
army went to Yemen only to have its forces drained and to increase the 
wealth of the "trustworthy" at the expense of the empty pockets of the 
Egyptians and the free blood of the Yemenis. 


Moreover, on the altar of this issue, blood was shed, guillotines were 
erected and thought was buried. 
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On ite altar, the blood of the Muslima in Syria ia being shed, Libya's 
plots againat Tunisia have been planned and the Soviet Union has found a 
market for its hard=to-sell products and for its opportunistic policy in 
Aden, Libya, Syria and other places. The United States, the heir to the 
old crusader rancors and Ierael's right hand, has turned into a friend in 
the other Arab countries that are now turning their back to Moscow. 


The Arab policies have--with their rigidity and inflexibility--offered 
Israel more than what both the United States and the Soviet Union have 
offered it. The aim of the rigidity and inflexibility of these Arab 
policies was to use the issue as a clothes hanger on which to hang all 
their mistakes, and many they are. 


The tendentious crusader west succeeded in diverting the attention from 


the fundamental issue to subsidiary issues that put distance between us 
and our fundamental issue. 


It is ridiculous that "recognition" of Israel has continued to guide the 
Arab policy for a long time, as if Israel's survival depended on the Arab 
recognition of Israel's existence. 


On the other hand, Israel has been turning the pages of its numerous plans 
and moving from one page to another. The plan is proceeding very precisely, 
with Israel implementing some of its aspects and the Arabs--with their 
policies--implementing most of its aspects. 


The U.S. support for Israel is no longer secret. This support has become 
the "declared policy" of the United States on every occasion, and for 

no occasion. This policy is declared in a manner that causes a man to be 
perplexed: Is Israel the “satellite” of the United States or is the 
United States the "satellite" of Israel? 


The Soviet Union's support for Israel is also no longer secret, even though 
the Soviet Union does not declare this support. The Soviet Union's 

loyalty to Israel--despite the public statements of Soviet officials-- 

has not been questioned. Therefore, the Soviet Union does not have to 
declare it. The Soviet Union backs Israel with manpower that Israel 
actually needs more than it needs the money that comes to it from the 

Jews of the world who suck the blood of every people in the world afflicted 
with the presence of Jews among them. 


Yet, some of the Arabs put all their eggs in the U.S. basket and other 
Arabs put all their eggs in the Soviet basket. 


Putting all the eggs here or there is a part of the Jewish-crusader plan 
which is being implemented by the Arab politicians, not the Jewish 
politicians. 
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As tor the basket of Islam, it is empty of both these and those eggs. 

When this basket gets the opportunity to surface above the events, all the 
spears turn against it because it is the "fundamental isaue" In the battle 
of the Muslims against Judaiem and the crusaders. 


Our Weapon and Their Weapon 


The weapon of Judaism and the crusaders since the crusades and until the 

present has been the "holy book" with both its testamentea--the old testa- 
ment (the Bible, the book of the Jews) and the new testament (the Gospel, 
the book of the Christians). 


Throughout its history, there have been in Israel hawks and doves, i.e. 
the advocates of war and the advocates of peace. But the difference 
between the hawks and the doves has been a difference in strategy and not 
in goal. The goal is the same and no two Jews disagree over it, The 
goal is stated in their Bible: The children of the free woman shall 
dominate the children of the slave woman. 


Even the strategy of the doves and of the hawks is present in the Bible. 
When the climate is not suitable for war, the strategy of the doves 
surfaces in the Bible and when the climate is not [sic] suitable for war, 
the strategy of the hawks surfaces in the Bible. 


As the Bible has guided the Jewish conduct in this manner, in terms of 

both the "single goal" and the two aspects of the "strategy," the Christian 
goal has also been evident, namely the annihilation of the "barbarians." 

To the Christians, the barbarians are all those who do not acknowledge 
Christ as a god. Leading the barbarians are, naturally, the Muslims who 
insist that Christ is just a prophet and a human being: 


"As for my enemies who do not want me to rule over them, bring them here 
and slaughter them before me." (Saint Lucas Gospel, chapter 19: 27) 


As for the reason for this “holy slaughtering" to which the long history 
of Christianity attests, Saint Paul explains it in his epistle to the 
people of (Galathia) when he says: 


"It is written that Abraham had two sons: One from a slave woman and the 
other from a free woman. What does the book say? Expel the slave woman 

and her son because the son of a slave woman cannot inherit with the son 

of a free woman." (Paul's Epistle to the People of Galathia, chapter 4: 

22-31) 


It is the same strategy and the same goal. The new testament is the 
weapon on which the Christian west has relied to control the world. 


Isn't it time for us to learn from the near and distant lessons of the 
past, as Qataz and Saladin learned from them, to return to our holy book, 
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to take it as a goal, to derive our strategy from it and to unite the 
hearts that have dispersed? Or has the "wailing wall" been the firat 
thing that has come to us from Israel--now that the borders between us 
have been opened officially after having been opened unofficially since 
Israel came into existence--so that we may sit and bemoan Jerusalem and 
Palestine? 


len't it time for us to stop shedding tears over a past wasted by our 
fathers and begin planning for a reassuring future for our children after 
us? It would be enough glory for our generation to be the generation 
that repels the danger and secures the future. 


The danger cannot be repelled and the future cannot be secured without 
learning from the lessons of history and without establishing a noble goal 
relying on our holy book. 


Such a goal should be a source of ample pride for us because it is a goal 
that seeks to liberate us without thinking of enslaving others because 
our holy book has no sons of a slave woman and sons of a free woman in it. 
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EGYPT 


USURY VIEWED AS SOURCE OF EGYPTIAN ECONOMY'S PROBLEMS 
Cairo AL=DA'WAH in Arabic May 80 p 19 


[Article by Husayn Mustafa Ghanim: "Foreign Banks Absorb Egyptian Savings 
in Interest of Investment in West") 


[Text] Banks in Egypt and in other countries have had an attack of demonic 
insanity and these words by the almighty God apply to them: "Those who 
eat usury shall not be set aright except as a man touched by demonic 
madness shall be set aright because they say that commerce is like usury 
whereas God has permitted commerce and prohibited usury." (The Sura of 
the Cow, 275) 


In Greece, the interest rate has reached 32 percent and in Egypt the foreign 
banks have been competing in raising the interest rates on savings in 
foreign currencies to the point where this interest rate has reached 

16 percent whereas the interest rates for savings in Egyptian currency do 
not exceed 8.5 to 9 percent (for investment certificates). 


The inevitable result of this disparity in the interest rates has been a 
rush to exchange local savings for foreign currencies. This leads to a 
drop in the value of the Egyptian pound in comparison to foreign currencies 
such as the dollar and the pound sterling. This drop in the value of the 
Egyptian pound inflicts grave damage on the national economy at a time 

when the Egyptian economy is experiencing severe problems, such as unemploy- 
ment, sweeping inflation and a drop in its production and export capability. 
A drop in the value of the local currency means an increase in foreign 
indebtedness burdens, further domestic inflation and bigger hardships 

for the poor and middle classes. 


What is surprising is that a number of Egyptian economists suggest as a 
solution to thig situation that the Egyptian banks enter upon a competi- 
tion with the foreign banks in Egypt and raise the interest rates on 
savings in local currency. May we ask: Till what point can this compe- 
tition go on? Can the ailing Egyptian economy withstand such chaotic 
competition in interest rates? 
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The major task of the banks is to absorb the savings and invest them In 
production projects to serve the development goals. Have the banks In 
Egypt succeeded in performing their message? So as not to be unfair, | 
will just refer to what was said in AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI of 1 December 
1979 by the experts and the officials: "The number of joint banks 
registered as investment banks is very limited. Whereas the number of 
joint and foreign banks has reached 40, the number of business and invest- 
ment banks has not exceeded four, most of which can be considered invest- 
ment banks in name only and commercial banks practically." In another 
part, an economics professor says: "The commercial banks are the source 
of danger. Therefore, we must limit the number of these banks because 
our banks are capable of absorbing the local savings. A reassessment 
should also be made for the banks that do not contribute to the develop- 
ment process." This means that the foreign banks in Egypt do not serve 
the economic and social development. 


The fact that needs no demonstration is that our economy is experiencing 
a fearful rise in prices, especially the prices of the people's food 
supplies, and is laboring under the impact of a recession that is intensi- 
fying at a rapid pace, a fact which threatens the entire economy with 
collapse. The main reason for all this is disregard by the banks for 

the criterion of the capital sufficiency limit [al-kifayah al-haddiyah 

li ra's al-mal]--i.e. the profitability of investments--and the effective 
role that this criterion plays in channelling the local savings toward 
productive investment projects. Objectivity and scientific logic urge 
that the idea of usury--the interest rate--be abandoned completely. 


Usury is one of the destructive factors that have helped the deterioration 
of the economic conditions in the world, and not just in Egypt. "You who 
have believed, fear God and abandon whatever usury there remains if you 
are faithful. If you don't, then be (prepared) for war from God and His 
messenger and if you repent you shall have your capital, without doing 
others an injustice and without being yourselves done an injustice." 

(The Cow, 277/278) 


The international monetary system is unstable and the monetary system 
under the canopy of the Briton Woods agreement failed to achieve stability. 
The dollar system and the special drawing rights system have also failed 
in eliminating the economic flaws. The reason is the interest rate and 
the movement of the short-term capital that does not seek legitimate 
profit in produccive invesiment operations but moves to where the interest 
rate is high. 


Therefore, there is no way for denying or disavowing the faith. Do not 
deal with the usury which God has proscribed and then, instead of relying 
on foreign banks, rest assured that our Egyptian banks are capable of 
absorbing the savings and of contributing to the development process. 
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EFFORTS TO MAKE SHARI'A SOURCE OF LEGISLATION REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic May 80 pp 22-23 
{Article by Dr Mustafa Kamal Waefi: “Popular Referendum and Amendment of 


Constitution; People's Will Is Binding and Ite Obligation Exceeds That 
of All Other Legislative Means") 





[Text] In April 1979, republican decree No 157 of 1979 was issued calling 
for a popular referendum on reorganizing the state and bolstering democracy 
in many ways, the most important being: 


Releasing the freedom of party formation. 
Declaring the Egyptian human rights. 


Adhering to the preservation of national unity, social justice and demo- 
cratic socialism. 


Establishing constitutional legitimacy in the state on the principles and 
accomplishments of the 23 July and 15 May revolutions in matters pertaining 
to the elimination of partisan corruption and feudalism, to purifying 
political life, to edhereence to ethical behavior emanating from our 
religion and from the fundamental values of Egypt and to adherence to the 
supremacy of the law under all circumstances. 


Considering the constitution the only basic document on which the system 
of state is established and considering amendment of the system consti- 
tutionally the only means for embodying the requirements of the phases 


of the people's development. 


Establishing a consultative council to act as a family council for Egypt 
and to include representatives of all the people's groups and organiza- 
tions. 


Codifying the press as a fourth estate to guarantee its freedom and to 
underline its independence. 
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The referendum was conducted on 19 April 1979, the people approved it with 
an overwhelming majority and his excellency the president of the republic 
sent a letter to the chairman of the Council of Miniaters notifying him 
of the fact. The said letter states: “I need not remind that the people's 
will, embodied in their approval of the provisions of the referendum, ie 
a binding will that surpasses in ite obligation all the other legislative 
means. All the authorities must abide by this will by issuing the legis- 
lations implementing it and must carry out that on which the people's 
will hae been unanimous." 

} 
The matter was then presented to the various circles to seek their opinion 
on the means to implement the principles of thie referendum. Thies is a 
commendable step toward establishing the consultative system of government. 


At the same time, some People's Assembly members submitted requests for 
amending the present constitution on the following issues: 


1, Making the principles of the Islamic Shari'a the main (i.e. the only) 
source of legislation. 


2. Adopting the democratic socialist systen. 
3. Releasing the freedom of party formation. 
4. Codifying the press as a fourth estate. 
5. Establishing a consultative council. 
Special Committee! 


A special committee was formed to examine these proposals and submitted 
its report to the People's Assembly which approved it in its session of 
19 July 1979, provided that the amendment take place in accordance with 
the provision stipulated in article 179 of the constitution. 


There is no doubt that these broad new steps, with their far reaching 
effect on the Egyptian constitutional system, deserve utmost attention 
from us and require that we express our sincere opinions on them. This 

is what has urged us to review the most important issues involved in these 
steps, namely: 

1. Considering the principles of the Islamic Shari'a as the main source 
of legislation. 


2. Democratic socialisn. 
3. Constitutional legitimacy. 


The other provisions of the aforementioned referendum stem from these 
issues in their capacity as the general foundations on which the new system 
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is [to be) established, Other developments emanated from these taauon 
afterwards, such as the proposal on the draft law of shame and the creation 
of the values court which are considered subsidiaries atemming from the 
principle of adhering to ethical behavior--a principle included in the 
referendum, 


First, the principles of the lelamic Shari'a in their capacity ae the main 
source of legislation: 


Article 2 of the constitution states: “Islam is the religion of the 
state, Arabic is ite official language and the principles of the Islamic 
Shari'a are a main source of legislation." 


This provision concerning derivation of the legislations from the Islamic 
Shari'a had no equivalent in our previous constitutions, most of which 
were restricted to stating that Islam is the religion of the state. 


Some of the constitutions of the Ielamic states include this provision 

or ite equivalent, such as the Indonesian constitution issued in 1956, 

the Kuwaiti constitution issued in 1962 and the Syrian constitution of 

1950. Most of these constitutions state that Ielam is the religion of 

the state, that the state is an Islamic state or that Islam is the main 
basis of the constitution and so forth. 


The credit for this provision is attributed to Shaykh Muhammad al-Fahham, 
the Grand Imam of al-Azhar, who--according to the report published by 
AL~AKHBAR on 2 June 1971l-<sent a cable to the People's Assembly speaker 
in which he said: “In the name of Islam that has established the wisest 
constitution that brought honor to the Arabs and glory to the world and 
in the name of the people who have flooded us with cables and messages, 
we address an urgent appeal to you that the constitution stipulate that 
Islam is the official religion of the state and that the laws and legis- 
lations regulating our new life on the basis of science, work, faith and 
ethics be derived from Islan." 


The People's Assembly, in its capacity as the constituent assembly drafting 
the new constitution, approved the proposal and the constitution stated 
that the “Islamic Shari'a shall be the main (i.e. the only) source of 
legislation." 


The national congress of the Arab Socialist Union then approved the 
article containing this provision despite the tremendous efforts exerted 
by the opposition to disregard this principle or to dilute it so as to 
make the principles of the Islamic Shari'a a main source of legislation. 
But the drafting committee disregarded this evident popular will and wrote 
the provision in the form that we have mentioned, being content with the 
phrasing “the principles of the Islamic Shari'a shall be a main source of 
legislation,” i.e. one of the sources of legislation. 
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The stipulation that the Islamic Shari'a is the main source of legislation 
ie the criterion of an lelamic constitution, This provision alone ia 
capable of amending the gtate systems, lawe and conditions and of developing 
them toward lalam. It is also certain to make any law not derived from 

the Islamic Shari'a a law violating the conetitution, regardless of whether 
it is promulgated before or after the constitution, It is aleo a etipu- 
lation based on the true will of the people in their capacity as a source 
of authority and of constitutional legitimacy. This provision alone 
completely transforms the system into an Ielamic ayetem and nullifies 
whatever violates it. 


However, these constitutions [sic] contain at the same time non-Islamic 
provisions that we must examine at the right time in order to settle this 
difference that leads to confusing the various rulings and to disputing 
the real supremacy of the Lelamic Shari'a. 


Pale Steps 


Egypt has taken pale and weak steps to adopt this principle and to put it 
into operation. Most of the steps have consisted of the formation of 
committees to codify the Shari'a that have produced no practical results 
yet. On the contrary, when the late Dr Yusuf Ma'tuq, a former People's 
Assembly member, proposed a bill to ban alcohol and the opposition supported 
him, the new law was issued after approval of the proposed bill in prin- 
ciple. But this law has been worse than the one existing before. A 
committee was formed in the People's Assembly to review the bills but this 
committee has complained openly of being ignored and has been able to 


produce no results. 
Principles of Islamic Shari'a: 


It is noticed that article 2 of the constitution has been content with 
including the Islamic Shari'a as a main source of legislation. 


The Islamic Shari'a does not define the meaning of the so-called "principles 
of the Islamic Shari'a.” But it is easy for us to define the meaning of 
this phrase as a phrase that aims at two things: 


First, that the text of the book [Koran], the Sunna and the matters agreed 
upon in the creeds [four creeds of al-Hanbaliyah, al-Shafi'iyah, al- 
Hanafiyah and al-Malikiyah] constitute the principles of the Islamic 
Shari'a. The subsidiary matters on which the creeds disagree can be a 
subject of interpretation within the framework of the Islamic Shari'a so 
as to provide flexibility and to keep up pace with the developments of 

the age which can be considered--in the view of the Islamic Shari'a-- 
legitimate interests that must be taken into consideration through the 
Shari'a means of interpretation. 








The total truthe [al-kulliyat] of the Shari'a are the following five 
truths: The significance of actions ia in their intentions, rulings 

cannot be established on suspicions and, therefore, innocence is the 

basis, (lifting oppression so as to turn hardship into a source of comfort, 
the narrower matters become the broader they are, no damage and no harm 
and necessities are assessed on their own weight) and custom rules in 
matters which the Shari'a specifies, (Musannifat Al-Nugum Al-Ielamiyah 
[Compilation of Lalamic Systems), written by me, chapter 42). 


The total interests of the Shari'a are aleo five: (Taking time and place 
into consideration in rulings, proscribing seclusion [al-khulwah] because 

it leads to suspicion of prostitution), putting public interest above 
private interest, making reparations for the heavier of any two damages, 
the preserving the essentials of religion, then life, offaepring, the 

mind, property and seizing that in which or with which a crime is committed. 


Even though the text of the abovementioned article 2 does not restrict 
the source of legislation to the Islamic Shari'a, this legislative call 
in iteelf makes anything other than the Shari'a a subsidiary source. 

In fact, what leads to resorting to the Shari'a are the efforts and 
interpretations of the ulema and not a mere stipulation of the fact in 
the legislation. Moreover, the comprehensive nature of the Islamic 
Shari'a makes it difficult to include any other source in setting up the 
legal system. 


A report by the committee to amend some of the provisions of the afore- 
mentioned constitution says that the text of the aforementioned article 2 
of the constitution "realizes for Egypt its Arab entity and its intellec- 
tual and cultural independence because it commits the legislator to 
resort to the tolerant Islamic Shari'a to seek what he wants. It thus 
closes the door in the face of copying foreing systems in all the legis- 
lative, political and economic spheres in any manner conflicting with the 
principles and dictates of the Islamic Shari'a. The proposed amendment 
for the said article 2 that the principles of the Shari'a constitute the 
main (i.e. only) source of legislation does not change the situation at 
all but eliminates from the minds any doubt of not clinging to the prin- 
ciples of the Islamic Shari'a to derive the laws regulating all the 
aspects of life in society. Therefore, the committee has approved the 
proposed amendment of article 2 of the constitution in the manner demon- 
etrated in the initial phrasing included in this report." 





In accordance with this report, the People's Assembly agreed in its session 
of 19 July 1979 to amend the text of article 2 of the constitution so that 
it may read as follows: 


“Islam is the religion of the state, Arabic is its official language and 
the principles of the Islamic Shari'a are the main source of legislation." 
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ARTICLE SAYS U.S., SOVIETS COLLUDING AGAINST MUSLIMS 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic May 80 pp 24-25 


[Article by Sami Sayyid: "Calm in Wake of Iran and Afghanistan; Islamic 
World Suffering From Crisis of Faith and Crisis of Security; Positive 
Collusion, New Game of Two Superpowers") 


[Text] The chain of events undergone by the Islamic world, beginning 
with the Iranian events and the storming of the holy mosque and ending 
with the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, indicate, if anything, that the 
time has come for the Muslim masses that have experienced alienation in 
their homelands, their universities, their schools and even their mosques 
to rebel against their collapsing regimes that have worked ceaselessly to 
erode the Islamic entity of these masses. The alienation experienced by 
the masses has reached the point where they have felt it inside their 
mosques in view of the presence of the official preachers who simply 
climb the podiums of the mosques to implore God to preserve the ruler and 
then immediately climb down. 


The severest thing revealed by the serious events undergone by the Islamic 
world is the fact that this world is suffering from two crises going hand 
in hand: A crisis of security and a crisis of faith. There is a crisis 
of security from which the citizens of the Islamic world are suffering 
under the canopy of the police and military regimes that have concentrated 
on dispersing the Muslims and leading them to the point of despairing of 
any possibility of social reform and a crisis of faith from which the 
rulers of the Islamic world (and most of them are military) are suffering 
because the mentality of power is still governing them. This mentality 
causes them to live in constant fear for their power and eliminates from 
their hearts faith in the phrase "We [God] make things go in turns among 
people." This fear also eliminates from their hearts faith in the basic 
principle that power is for God--"And say God, He who holds the power, 
gives the rule to whomever He wants, takes it away from whomever He wants, 
elevates whomever He wants and humiliates whomever wants." Those of the 
rulers who are not governed by the mentality of power are ruled by a more 
dangerous mentality, namely the military mentality, and they turn their 
countries into big barracks. This is the disease of the Islamic w 
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Cause of Challenge 


The Lranian revolution has exposed the se two crises clearly and this makes 
it clear why most of the Islamic world regimes have defied the Iranian 
revolution, This revolution has exposed the following: 


1. Most of the Islamic world's regimes claim to be Islamic and offer, 
therefore, the official type of Ielam that is easy to control. Thies type 
of Islam is highlighted in the slogans raised by these regimes and in 
their concern for the “seasonal” image of Ielam, i.e. for the religious 
holidays, feasts and so on, 


2. The revolution has revealed the "farcical" concept of struggle spread 
in the Islamic countries and embodied in the dispatch of forces that can 
do neither good nor harm when events on which the destiny of important 
parts of the Islamic world depends erupt. This concept appeared clearly 
when battalions of fighters were sent by the Iranian revolution to Lebanon 
to fight side by side with their Palestinian brothers and when those 
battalions received no response. 


3. This revolution has exposed the Islamic world's position toward the 
fundamental issue of the Muslims, namely the liberation of Jerusalem. 

At the time when the Iranian revolution was declaring the severance of 
its diplomatic relations with Israel, some regimes were conducting nego- 
tiations to start such relations and at the time the Iranian revolution 
embargoed oil supplies to Israel, some of these regimes were negotiating 
to sell oil to Israel! 


4. This revolution has drawn attention to the attempts to devoid the 
masses of their Islamic concepts--endeavors embodied in the constant acts 
of “westernization" and "Marxisization," not to mention preoccupying the 
people with soccer, radio and television, with the concerns of scraping 
a daily living and with inflation and the steady rise of the prices of 
essential goods. 


Another Shock! 


It seems the Iranian revolution's chock to the Islamic world was not 
sufficient and so came the second shock embodied in the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan. This event has exposed many of the ailments found in the 
body of the Islamic world, the most important being: 


1. We have not been content with importing spareparts, electrical appli- 
ances and clothing but have reached the point of importing concern for 
our religion. We did not move against the Marxist onslaught against 
Afghanistan until we were given the green light by Washington. For nearly 
2 years, the Muslims in Afghanistan have been exposed to constant acts of 
dispersion on the hands of lackey governments and nobody in the Islamic 
world has moved. 


138 











2. This invasion has exposed the crisia of the "absence of thought" in 
the Islamic world, The positions of the world countries toward the Iinva- 
sion of Afghanistan have been mixed because of the lackeyhood of some of 
these countries to the Soviet Marxiem and the lackeyhood of the others to 
the Americans. We find that some countries have condemned the invasion 
not out of love for the Muslim Afghanistan but to gain the American 
friendship and that other countries expressed their reservations. A third 
group of countries have been impudent enough to support this invasion. 
Faruq al-Qaddumi, the PLO Political Department chairman, has not hesitated 
to say that the organization supports the solidarity between the Afghan 
and Soviet revolutions! 


3. “Making an ass of" and not "colonization" is the formula projected 

by the two superpowers vis-a-vis the Islamic world. What we mean is that 
these two powers "are making an ass" of this world. The United States 

and ite terrible intelligence apparatus (the U.S. Central Intelligence) 
are not that naive not to know in advance of the possibility of a Russian 
invasion of Afghanistan. One of the funny anecdotes told in this respect 
is that Carter called the Russians on the red line to ask them about the 
Russian concentrations on the Afghan borders and they said to him: None. 
Carter then said that he was deceived. 

4, The new game of the two superpowers is the game of “positive collusion.” 
This means that the United States had known perfectly well that the 
Russians would invade Afghanistan and that it turned a blind eye to this 
invasion to cover up a more important issue in the area. The United States 
had known perfectly well that the Islamic world countries would rise and 
pounce as soon as it gave them the go-ahead signal and that it would thus 
succeed in luring the Islamic world regimes to this trap. And this is 

what has happened. 


Despite all this, all these calculations, formulas and tricks will miss 
their target, as they have missed it with the Iranian revolution. All 
these calculations fail to take into account that the Islamic masses will 
not continue to endure the security crisis submissively and that these 
masses, with all their genuineness and faith, will overthrow these rulers 
who are suffering from the crisis of faith. 


The Islamic masses have emerged with the vigilance of Muhammad, may God's 
peace and prayers be upon him, and nobody will be able to repel these 
masses. 
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PROMULGATION OF LAW OF SHAME VIEWED AS MAJOR CATASTROPHE 
Cairo AL=DA'WAH in Arabic May 80 pp 26-28 
[Article by Fathi Radwan: "Fate Struck and Law of Issue Promulgated") 


[Text] Yes, fate has struck, the catastrophe has fallen and the law of 
shame has been promulgated. 


It is a tragedy over which the nation is entitled to grieve because it 

has opened a wide door through which an element alien to the judiciary 
will enter to strike those qualities of which the judiciary are most proud, 
namely: Impartiality and steering clear off whims and whimzical people. 
Prime Minister Mustafa Khalil revealed at a meeting of the Parliamentary 
Committee of the ruling party the motives behind the promulgation of this 
law which has no justification in our public or private life when he said: 
"We are not in a position of defense but in the position of confronting 
whoever thinks of working to destroy the regime."" (AL-AHRAM, 19 March, 

p 5) 


The law, said to have been issued to protect national unity, to safeguard 
the domestic front and to bolster democracy, is intended in fact for 
protecting the existing political system. It does not bother us to see 
the government exert efforts to fortify itself, as long as this fortifi- 
cation does not undermine the citizens’ rights and does not flout the 
guarantees of the citizens’ liberties. 


This law has followed in creating the values court and in codifying the 
laws concerning the socialist prosecutor a path which we view as a danger 
to the Egyptian judiciary system--a path that undermines the very founda- 
tions of this system. 


The provisions of this law have declared openly an unholy alliance between 
the president of the republic, the ministe of justice--a political official 
of the party who works to implement the party's policy and who acts in 
solidarity with the party in advocating and disseminating this policy-- 
and the People's Assembly, which is a purely partisan authority that exists 
under one of these two conditions: It is either an authority predominated 
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by the overwhelming majority of one party or an authority in which a number 
of parties vie for control, 


This alliance is the side that dictates its will to the socialist prose- 
cutor, the top wrung of the new judiciary system, and to the court set up 
by the new law with ite various levels. 


We do not want to dwell long on the prelude and will, therefore, present 
to the reader the provisions that support our conclusions and without any 
ambiguity. 


Article five [of the law of shame) states the following: 


"The president of the republic shall submit the name of the socialist 
public prosecutor to the People's Assembly. The assembly's Values 
Committee shall then present its report on the nominee to the president. 
In case the assembly approves the appointment with a majority of its 
members, the president of the republic shall issue the decree appointing 
him." 


Partisan Balance 


This provision means that the socialist prosecutor will owe his position 
to the assembly and to the opinions of the assembly members who are 
politicians who will not weight the character of the nominee with the 
scales of ethical virtues, intellectual talents or scientific qualifica- 
tions but with the scales of the interest of their party first and their 
personal interest second. There may arise political conditions that make 
the voting on the candidate for this important position subject to currents 
emerging within the party or developments cropping up in the general 
situation--currents and developments that may cause the prosecutor's 
position to remain vacant for a period during which the voting for or 
aganist the candidate may be subject to the whims, oneupmanships and 
ambitions of the members. The socialist prosecutor may deem it fit to 
exert efforts to gain votes to his side and nobody knows what may happen 
to this candidate if he gets involved in the battle for the vote to 
appoint him. He may emerge from such a battle a man pulled in different 
directions by the camps in the assembly and a man compelled, in order to 
win his high position, to make promises and to please the assembly leaders. 
It is not unlikely that he may use in this battle the other means usually 
employed in the political elections campaigns--means other than promises 
and kind words. When the battle ends, the nominee may find that he has 
lost his firmness and impregnability and that he has turned into a partisan 
person ready to think the way partisans think. When he assumes his seat 
as a prominent judge, this man will have retained no part of this immense 
spiritual status other than the appearance and the name. 


The spiritual attrition of the socialist public prosecutor does not stop 
here because article six (paragraph two) states the following: 
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"Ten members of the People's Assembly may request dismissal of the socialist 
public prosecutor from his position if he loses the trust and the regard 
necessary for occupying this post. The request shall be submitted to the 
People's Assembly with an explanation of the reasons on which it is 
established. The request shall be submitted for discussion at a session 

to which the socialist public prosecutor shall be summoned to express his 
opinion on the reasons justifying the request. 


"If a majority of the People's Assembly members approve the request, the 
socialist public prosecutor shall be considered dismissed from his position." 


Back-Breaking Catastrophe 


Thanks to this weird provision, the socialist prosecutor will live his 
life pursued by the fears of being dismissed from his position, not because 
the assembly under whose control he comes decides to terminate his term 
for his own interest but because he has lost trust and regard, i.e. 
because he has become a man who is not trustworthy and not worthy of 
respect. When we learn that all that is required to subject the socialist 
prosecutor to such a back-breaking catastrophe are the signatures of 

30 [sic] deputies who may be angry at the socialist prosecutor because 

he has turned down a request of theirs, has not received them properly or 
has not agreed with their opinion on one of their political enemies--if 
these 30 deputies agree that the socialist prosecutor--perhaps just because 
he is insufferable--deserves to be slandered, the session to criticize 
and denounce him has to be held. If the poor man wants to save his 
position and his reputation, or at least one of them, he has to go see 

the 300 members of the assembly one by one to appease them and to promise 
them that he will never turn down any of their requests and will never 
disappoint them. The entire assembly will then convene and the socialist 
prosecutor will have to stand up and defend himself and his judiciary 
actions. People's affairs, as well as the investigations pertaining to 
them, will be aired before the entire public opinion. The socialist 
prosecutor may still not succeed because not all interrogation and prose- 
cution men are eloquent and fluent. 


The legislation has not been content with turning the socialist prosecutor 
into a feather blown by the winds of the ruling party's whims and with 
denying the prosecutor the ability to reject what he deems incompatible 
with the public interest and what fails to realize the goals of the law 
but has further opened the door of temptation and of exerting pressure on 
this prosecutor who is unique among the servants of the law and among 
those who keep a vigilant eye over its rules. Paragraph one of article 
six states the following: 


"The presidential decree appointing the socialist prosecutor shall deter- 
mine the financial treatment to be awarded him, provided that it is at 
the level of minister, at least, in terms of salary and pension." 
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This provision means that the law has determined neither the salary nor 
the pension of the socialist prosecutor and that the president of the 
republic may raise or lower this salary and this penion, depending on 
how pleased he is with this unique official. If the prosecutor begins 
with the salary of a minister and proves that he has served the purpose 
of his appointment in a manner pleasing to both the authorities and the 
ruling party, he will get the salary of a deputy prime minister, a prime 
minister, a vice president or a special salary unparalleled by any other. 
The justification [for the increase] is always present. This official 
does not serve a judiciary task or an administrative task but serves the 
president of the republic and the People's Assembly and this is an honor 
that nobody else attains. 


Real Danger 


The truth is that we would be committing a folly if we dealt with the 
provisions of the values court law aid if we dwelt long on the provisions 
concerning the socialist prosecutor, hos powers, the structure of his 
office and so forth--provisions whose danger diminishes in the face of the 
truly “major catastrophe" embodied in the text of article 28 of the law 
which demonstrates how the values court is to be formed. Here lies the 
real danger that threatens the essence of both the judiciary life and the 
political life and that turns each of them into a futile frivolity. 


Article 28 states: 


"The values court shall consist of seven members under the chairmanship 
of a deputy chairman of the Appellate Court. Three of the members shall 
be from among the Appellate Court counselors or counselors of the appeal 
courts and three from among the public figures. The higher values court 
shall consist of nine members under the chairmanship of a deputy chairman 
of the Appellate Court. Four of the members shall be from among the 
Appellate Court counselors or counselors of the appeal courts and four 
from among the public figures. 


"A presidential decree shall be issued to determine the recompense to the 
court members who are not counselors." 


Article 29 stipulates the following: 


"The minister of justice, on a decree he issues, shall regulate the means 
for preparing and reviewing ithe lists concerning the public figures from 
which the court members are selectc?." 


To those who support the governme \s no defend this law which has 
surpassed with its bad provisions and es infringement upon the people's 
rights and upon the stipulations of the monarchic and republican constitu- 
tions even the law for the special court that was set up by colonialialism 
at the outset of its occupation of our country--to these people [we say] 
that this provision has its following destructive consequences: 
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1. It has usurped the judiciary task from the judiciary authority which 
has been established and surrounded with the guarantees of independence, 
impartiality, specialization, full-time dedication, long experience, 
inherited traditions, an understanding of the purposes of the law and an 
upbringing that keeps it above suspicion, 


2. It has opened the door of influence, enticement and tacit and open 
bargaining by planting (jin the judiciary system] a number of politicians 
who may have been soiled by bribery, lackeyhood to the existing government 
and others and by connections with the authorities concerning their own 
projects and commissions and who, at the same time, are completely skillful 
in pretending to be pious, God fearing and concerned with the public 
interest. 


3. It has opened the door of blackmail by the non-judiciary members who 
are engaged in commercial and financial activities, who have connections 
with middlemen and foreign expertise houses and who can threaten people 
with being chosen victims and preys for this astonishing court. 


Some naive people or some people who claim to be innocent and who defend 
this law may imagine that they can mislead and deceive the public opinion 
by saying that the majority in the various levels of the values courts 
belongs to high-ranking members of the judiciary and that the chairmanship 
of both courts is in the hands of deputy chairmen of the Appellate Court. 
But this claim deceives nobody. The judiciary are immune against suspicion 
and against being influenced by the government and they will ieal with the 
cases presented to them with a judiciary spirit--that is if we can consider 
what is to be referred to the values court something worth being called 
"cases." However, the public figures--who are merely described by the law 
as people with good reputation and capability--are not required to have 
certain experience, to be connected with the law, to have held a high 
public office or to have engaged in politics. What is insufferably painful 
is that the person who will prepare the lists of these public figures 

is a politician, namely the minister of justice, who will change with the 
change of the government's wishes. Almost 15 ministers have held the 
position of minister of justice since the inception of the revolution. 


Danger of Four Intruders 


It is enough for four intruders to sneak into the ranks of the judiciary 
for the balance of justice on earth to collapse, for whims to prevail and 
for the citizens to lose their reassurance and tranquillity. These four 
intruders, whom the law calls public figures, are in fact--and without 
any doubt or hesitation--the government's spies and supporters who walk 
into the sanctuary of the judiciary in broad daylight and sit there with 
the mien of that sanctuary on their faces while desires and purposes rage 
in their hearts. The desires are not theirs alone but are also of those 
who have selected and appointed them for talents that they know and for 
qualities of whose presente they are certain--qualities in these appointees 
that will become more intense and violent with time. 
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The minister will find nothing to prevent him from talking to these publ le 
figures collectively and individually to make recommendations to them and 
to egg them and there is nothing to prevent them from listening to him 
and obeying his recommendations. 


As for the judiciary majority, judges are people with independent opinions, 
thinking and decisions and they may disagree with each other because of 
learning, jurisprudence, variety of opinions, of imams and of creeds. 

Thus, their majority will be lost and become nonexistent. 


If we keep silent on the values court, leave the values to the conscience 
of the public figures and let the minister of justice select them from a 
list which he prepares without any legal or judiciary controls and without 
any supervision by the public opinion, political life will be damaged to 
the extreme and will become rotten. 


Egypt will be dominated by the oppression of the alliance of the public 
figures, the minister of justice and the socialist public prosecutor. 
Those engaged in politics and those wishing to criticize the rulers and 
the people in power and wishing to establish and strengthen the parties 
and to release them in public life as a strong and courageous element 
seeking to purge the public life, to establish a clean rule and to enable 
the constitutional parliamentary rule to have the power to bring the 
ministers to account and to pursue them for their faults--all these people 
will flee public action and will retreat to their homes so that the public 
figures may impose their control over the country under the protection of 
the socialist public prosecutor and of the other stipulations of the 
values law. 


What Makes Government Angry? 


The truth is that a man wonders: What makes a government which says that 
it calls for the supremacy of the law angry at the ordinary judiciary and 
what makes it deny this judiciary the power to rule in the cases which 
will be called by the new law the cases of shame? The ordinary judiciary 
continued throughout nearly one full century during the occupation, the 
era of the khedives, the monarchic era and the era of the parties to deal 
with the various kinds of ordinary and special political cases. We have 
never noticed that this judiciary has been unable to comprehend the laws 
or to apply them to those cases so that we may proceed to assist it by 
appointing three or four public figures who sit with the judiciary and 
instruct them as to the secrets and hidden aspects of shame--that is if 
we think benevolently and if the inclusion of the public figures in the 
sanctuary of the judiciary is not in itself intended for certain purposes, 
some of which we have already pointed out. 


In an address to the ruling party's Parliamentary Committee, Mustafa 
Khalil declared a new principle which he voiced independently of even the 
president .. the republic. Explaining the sixth of the principles sought 
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by the government party in the law of shame, Khalil said: The judiciary 
should not work in the field of politics, The issues with a political 
quality must be examined by judges with a political quality and not by the 
ordinary judictary which we are eager not to have involved in political 
matters, 


[| find it most likely that hie excellency the esteemed engineer (Dr Mustafa 
Khalil) has corrected himself and changed hie mind on this enormous state- 
ment after it was made because the law on the court of shame states that 
the majority of the members in both levels of the values court are members 
of the ordinary judiciary and that the chairmanship of each level is held 
by a deputy chairman of the ordinary Appellate Court. TIen't the parti- 
cipation of four counselors in one case and of three counselors in the 
other case with the judges from among the public figures--isn't this 
participation an involvement by the ordinary judicary in political cases? 
The participation of a number of non-judiciary public figures with the 
ordinary judges protects the ordinary judges against mistakes, purifies 
them of the germs of politics and protects them against political infec- 
tions! 


Has his excellency the esteemed engineer decided to amend the state's 
ordinary laws so that the criminal courts may not examine any crimes other 
than those in the first and second book of the litigations law, considering 
that all these crimes are purely political crimes, such as the dissemina- 
tion of communism, espionage and the instigation of troops to commit acts 
of insubordination? Or was the statement made to the Parliamentary 
Committee for immediate consumption only and is it that the government 
doesn't really mean it? 





Those who promote this law, which is the worst law in Egypt's legislative 
history, have their defense which consists of two parts: 


First part: The law punishes acts that are defended by nobody. It 
incriminates: 


1. Any advocate of a creed that denies the divine religions through any 
of the means stipulated in article 171. 2. Amyone who instigates youth 
to deviate from or to shirk the religious values. 3. Anybody who works 
for the interest of a foreign country. 4. Acts punishable by law No 31 
of 1972 on protecting the national unity. 5. Acts punishable by law 

No 20 of 1972. 6. Acts punishable by the parties law. 7. [Acts 
punishable by] law No 23 of 1978 on protecting the domestic front and 
social peace. 


Second part: The penalties of the values law are neither severe nor cruel 
but are soft penalties. Therefore, there is no place for complaint. 
The advocates thus contradict themselves. 
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Penalties and not Measures 


These penalties have been called "measures" for the firat time in the 
history of legislation. These measures are: Denial of the right of a 
convicted person to nominate himeelf for popular councils for a pertod 
ranging from 6 months to 5 years, denial of hie right to form parties 

or to participate in their work and depriving him of any job that influences 
the public opinion, This means that the penalty comes from a political 
court in whose works and decisions public figures, i.e. political figures, 
take part to banish the defendant=--who must be an opponent of the ruling 
party and of its policy--from public life eo that he may not work as 

a member of any party, may not call for the formation of a party in his 
capacity as a founder and may not work in or call for any parties. A 
citizen's right to nominate himself for election constitutes the essence 
of political action and denying the citizen thie right is tantamount to 

a political murder. 


I have before me a sentence--one which has not received the attention and 
circulation it deserves--namely the sentence issued in case No 593 of the 
year 32 (qaf) [sic] which was presented to the circuit for personal and 
organizational disputes of the Administrative Judiciary Court by ‘Abd-al- 
Fattah Hasan against the socialist prosecutor because of the decision tiat 
the plaintiff had received from the socialist prosecutor regarding the 
applicability of article four of law No 33 of 1978 on protecting the 
domestic front to ‘Abd-al-Fattah Hasan. This is the decision that had 
denied Hasan the exercise of his political rights, including the right to 
nomination to the parliamentary councils and to working in parties. The 
State Council in the circuit we have referred to overturned the socialist 
prosecutor's decision on 25 December 1979. This alone shows that denying 
the citizens their political rights is a penalty and not 4 measure or an 
arrangement. Such denial is humiliating to the person deprived and must 
be issued by a judiciary court that includes nobody other than judges. 

All the procedures of this court must be legal procedures so that political 
action in Egypt may be set aright and so that the constitutional liberties 
may be guaranteed. The sentence also shows--as is evident from Egypt's 
long-established judiciary traditions--that there is absolutely no justi- 
fication for swerving from these traditions which constitute a national, 
pan-Arab [qawmiyah] and political value worthy of being preserved, not 
flouted, and of being continued, not interrupted. These traditions confirm 
that the judiciary in its inherited traditional form is the stronghold and 
protector of political rights and that removing these rights trom under 
its protection and guarantee is a threat to freedom and a squandering 

of the citizens’ rights. 





The homeland's supreme interest dictates a speedy return to this old and 
sound tradition and dictates that we surround it with all our love and 
care so as to tend freedom and preserve the public rights. 
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BIRTH=CONTROL CAMPAIGN REJECTED ECONOMICALLY, MEDICALLY 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic May 80 pp 42-43 


[Article by Ahmad al-Suyufi: "Beware Thies False Birth-Control Campaign; 
Problem Is not One of Population Growth But of Principles and Values") 


(Text) This call for birth control is not new to us. It appeared in 
Europe in the 18th century then came to us through colonialism which 
embellished the call with ite selfishness and dressed it up in various 
apparel to the point where a man may think it is a right thing, considering 
ite many supporters and advocates. What is truly surprising is that this 
hateful call, which has proven ite abyemal failure, is intensifying these 
days. We don't know in whose interest is this aberration? In whose 
interest is the state spending these vast sums of money in the various 
media to disseminate this falsehood? Is it turly to solve the economic 
problem, as they claim? To them, birth control means stopping the popu- 
lation growth or a small number of new births [to stop] the downturn in 
the economy. If the matter is so, then this is a narrow view of the 
requirements of affairse--a view which, if anything, indicates its holder's 
ample ignorance of the fundamental facts or his inability to face such 
problems and his running away from the problems into labyrinths that lead 
nowhere. 


The economic problem in Egypt is not a problem of population but a problem 
of misplanning primarily because we live on four percent of Egypt's area. 
Therefore, what is required is sound planning and guidance, especially 
for the youth. 


Production Problem 


I presented this question to Dr ‘Abd-al-Hamid al-Ghazali, the professor of 
economy at the Economy and Political Science College of Cairo University, 
and said to him: Is the population growth in Egypt the cause of the 
economic slump in Egypt? He said in reply: The Egyptian economic problem 
is many-sided and its roots stretch to the phenomenon of imperialism, with 
both ite western and eastern parts, whose primary goal is to further 
exploit the Egyptian economy for its own interest, regardless of the 
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principles, values and slogans engulfing this act of exploitation. The 
Egyptian case is not an exception to the cases of the so-called 77 economi- 
cally backward countries, In the name of alliance at times, in the name 
of Liberation at others and in the name of economic aid at still other 
times, thie act of exploitation is present and is perpetuated intensely 

by the so-called economically advanced eastern and western countries. 
Moreover, the so-called detente is only embodied vis-a-vie the economically 
backward countries. This detente has emerged very strongly in the develop- 
ment and trade conferences, the first of which was held in the summer of 
1964, which are held regularly every 4 years. In these conferences, the 
economically backward countries have submitted to both the western and 
eastern advanced countries a very modest request embodied in the alloca- 
tion of one percent of the national incomes of the advanced countries 

for the development of the backward countries. The advanced countries 
have turned down this very modest request as a result of this firmly 
cohesive detente. Regardless of the deep ideological differences between 
the two advanced camps--and this is an extremely broad subject--what is 

of interest to us in anewering the question is that both the old and 
neo-colonialism are among the main causes for the presence and intensi- 
fication of the economic problem in the Egyptian experience. This problem 
is, to my mind, a problem of production or of supply fundamentally. We 
are not exerting the efforts that we must exert to increase our productive 
resources both quantitatively and qualitatively. Technically, these 
resources include the land, the natural and human resources, capital, the 
production capabilities, the organization, the administrative skills and 
the technological knowledge. This is on the one hand. On the other hand, 
we are not exploiting the resources--according to the previously stated 
definition--that are actually available to us with a reasonable or accep- 
table degree of efficiency. We squander the production resources in an 
obvious manner. We have the production resources, especially the element 
of human resources. 


Planted Alien Principles and Values in Our Society 


From a third angle, colonialism has planted in our society principles and 
values that are totally alien to our values and beliefs and that are 
absolutely incompatible with the creation and perpetuation of a serious 
and ever-renewed development process. I would not be exaggerating if I 
said that the essence of our problem is embodied in the fact that we, as 

a society, have followed principles and values that are alien to us and 
that are incompatible with our beliefs. Without a return to our original 
and genuine identity--not just in words but in actions at all the levels, 
beginning with the individual level and ending with the national [al-qawmi] 
level--we will never rise and we will continue to be exploited by both 

the east and the west, regardless of what financial and material resources 
are made available to us. Without creating the man capable of forming and 
organizing the future, financial resources cannot create an advanced society. 
The problem, in my opinion, is a problem of the principles and values 

that govern the individual in his daily conduct and in his relations with 
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the reat of society, Therefore, the claim that the problem ta embodiod 

in the population pressure and that, therefore, it is necessary to adopt 
one means or another of birth control is an inaccurate aimplification of 
the crux of the problem and a diagnosis totally unrelated to the components 
of this problem. It ia my belief that the statement that the problem is 

& population problem is a static and un-Is8! umic view because those who 

make this statement imagine that the material or production aspect of Life 
is unchanging and that, therefore, for society to raise its living standard, 
it must limit the size of its population and curtail its growth rates in 
time. To put it in simple terms, the population must be organized in 
solidarity to guarantee a minimum degree of material prosperity for society 
through the development process. This statement is un-Islamic on the one 
hand and wrong technically on the other hand. From the Islamic aspect, 

we find that the message of man on earth is to build and develop and that 
worship is not confined to worship rites but extends to include dealings 
[among people]. The rightful God, may He be blessed and praised, says: 

"He [God] created you on earth and settled you on it." God also says: 

"I have created both man and demon only that they may worship." Here, 

God stresses the place of continuous development work in the human society 
in achieving human happiness in both this life and in the hereafter. The 
rightful God, may He be praised and blessed, mentions good work in many 
phrases of the wise book [Koran], i.e. work coupled with the maximum 
production efficiency possible. Moreover, faith embodies this divine 
truth because faith is not just that which is venerated in the heart but 
also that which is proven by work. Therefore, any society established on 
this mainstay of fundamental unity between the faith aspect and the 
applied aspect or between the spirit and the material that emanate from 
the unity of the Creator and the unity of the Shari'a that He has laid 
down to be compatible with the capabilities of man of which He is fully 
aware [sentence incomplete]. Consequently, the statement that the 
economic problem in Egypt is confined fundamentally to the problem of 
population pressure is a simplistic, unacceptable and rejected statement. 
Advising the countries of the world, Dr al-Ghazali says: The only hope 
for the entire world, especially for the group of backward countries and 
particularly the so-called Islamic countries, is found at present in their 
adopting the Islamic economic model as an independent model fully distin- 
guished from the positional economic models that have suffered and continue 
to suffer in both their advanced and backward applications and in both the 
east and the west from fundamental and varied problems, perhaps of which 
the two most serious problems are the problems of inflation and of reces- 
sion--called in the economic literature the problem of recessionary infla- 
tion or of inflationary reces ion. But for this distinguished and 
independent model to bear its desired, rather certain, fruits--God willing-- 
it must be viewed as an organically and objectively integrated part of the 
other parts of Islam in its capacity as a comprehensive system of life. 


Serious Effects of Birth-Control Drugs on Mothers 
Birth control also has its extremely serious dangers medically. Dr ‘Abd- 
al-Ghani Wishahi, the professor of pediatrics at ‘Ayn Shams University, 
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gaye: it has been proven scientifically that the drugs used for birth 
control cause extremely serious damage to mothers. They are in many 

cases, they are the reason for the blockage of veins and arteries in the 
mother's body. Moreover, the use of these drugs leads to a high rate of 
cancer incidents among mothers at an early age, as well as to weakness 

and emaciation. In the countries that have preceded us to the use of these 
pills, malignant diseases have spread among children and this ie something 
that did not exist before the spread of these means. 


Dr 'Abd-al-Ghani attributes the causes of this problem to women's emergence 
from the home [participation in work] because this emergence has led to 
numerous problems, including the problems of transportation and excessive 
labor in government offices, in addition to the costs of milk [sic]. 


Dr Wishahi says that the state pays nearly 50 million pounds [a year) 

for babies' milk. If the state thought well and gave mothers one half the 
sum as an incentive for them to nurse their babies and gave a mother a 
-wo-year vacation, for example, the state would be the winner. It has 

been proven scientifically that a baby not breast fed by his mother is 
afflicted with various diseases. God, may He be praised says: "Nursing 
mothers shall breast feed their babies for 2 years if the breast feeding 

is to be complete." Breast feeding is fundamental for the child's physical 
and psychological health and is an instrument to regulate motherhood and 
childhood. After resorting to artificial milk, the foreign countries have 
lost the family feeling. They thought that breast feeding is for nourish- 
ment purposes only. If it were so, the Koran would have said “nursing 
mothers ehall feed their children." When a mother sees her baby, the 

sight alerts the brains to produce milk and breast pushes the milk into 

the baby's mouth. When a baby is placed in his mother's lap, he experiences 
peychological security, happiness and comfort. Moreover, nursing is 
beneficial to the mother and prevents many gynecological diseases. It 

has also been proven that mothers who nurse their babies do not get 
menstruation and, therefore, do not give birth until the nursing period 

is over and until the baby grows. 


The state has failed to reduce the population [growth] rate by one percent. 
We have thus seen the falsehood of this call economically and its extreme 
dangers from the aspect of health, not to mention that our tolerant Shari'a 
does not condone it and that it rejects it. 


"This is a reminder to whoever has a heart or listens and may He be my 
witness." 
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EGYPT 


EGYPTLAN ADVISED AGAINST COOPERATION WITH ISRAEL 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic May 80 pp 46-48 


[Article by Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Qaddus: "Estrangement Between Egypt and Arab 
Countries Is Major Catastrophe; We Reject Supplying Nile Water to Israel 
for Three Reasons" | 


[Text] Illogical Situation 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, the Socialist Labor Party chairman, says that 
this situation is not at all logical. No other relationship should be put 
ahead of the Egyptian people's relationship with the Arab and Islamic 
peoples. If the circumstances under which Egypt signed the peace treaty 
with Israel required certain measures toward Israel--measures that have 
resulted in estrangement between Egypt and the overwhelming majority of 
the Arab countries--I believe that we must work to correct this situation 
and must exert efforts so that we and Israel may not be put in one basket 
while the Arab and Islamic countries are put in another basket. 


Israel Doesn't Want Peace 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman also says: We understood that the 
so-called normalization of relations between Egypt and Israel would proceed 
along with the sceps taken to solve the fundamental issue, namely the 
Palestinian issue, and to enable the Palestinian people to have their 
entity and their homeland on a part of their territories. The minimum 
imagined for this homeland was the West Bank and Gaza. 


The Labor Party approved the Camp David accords on this basis. However, 
what we see now is instigatory and indicates that Israel does not want 
peace at all and that they [Israelis] are not at all honorable and sincere. 
Honor and honesty are indivisible. 


Some of the examples that indicate that Israel does not want peace but 
wants to dictate its terms are the following: 
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Their [Ileraelis'| ceaseless assertion that the Arab Jerusalem has become 


their capital forever, They are thus defying the sentiments of the 
Muslima everywhere. 


The continued construction of settlements everywhere and even permitting 
the Israelis for the first time to settle in the Arab cities, such as 

the town of Hebron. This is totally incompatible with the idea of evacu- 
ation from these territories. 


Israel's refusal to negotiate with the PLO and Begin's statement that any 
negotiations intended to end up in a Palestinian state are totally rejected 
by him. 


The recently taken step, by which I mean the annexation of the Arab 
Electricity Company in Jerusalem--a step which had not been taken since 
the beginning of the Israeli occupation--indicates Israel's true intention. 


All this shows that the peace treaty between Egypt and Israel is a separate 
treaty and not a beginning for the comprehensive solution. 


Normalization of Relations Will not Succeed 


The normalization of relations, in the opinion of Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, 
consists of having normal relations between one people and another. Such 
relations are built on one people's wishes to cooperate with another and 
cannot be imposed on a people. To create such feelings, all causes 
obstructing normal dealings must be eliminated, especially the feeling 
that one side is taking an unjust position toward the rights of the other 
side. This is why I believe that the normalization of relations with 
Israel will not succeed as long as Israel continues to occupy the Arab 
territories and refuses to acknowledge the Palestinian people's legitimate 
rights. 


Egypt's Future With Arabs 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri warns against transforming the temporary and 
transient disagreement with the Arabs into a permanent and complete 
estrangement. He says that Egypt's future is with the Arabs and that 
nothing is more indicative of this than the fact that when the Arabs 
cooperated in the Ramadan war they became the sixth power in the entire 
world. If all the Muslims cooperate they will undoubtedly become the 
number one power. 


Economic integration with the Arab and Islamic countries will make us 

very strong and will enable us to live honorably amidst the major inter- 
national blocs and entities. I don't imagine that there is a major bloc, 
be it eastern or western, that wants us to cooperate and become strong. 
They always want us weak and ‘divided so that it may be easy for them to 
exploit us in one way or another and so that we may be subservient to them. 
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because of all of this, constant dependence on U.S. and European monies 

as an alternative to cooperation with the Arabs is a rejected inclination 
because it deprives us of very many of the components of our real develop- 
ment. 


Our Duty in Coming Phase 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman also says that the people and government 
of Egypt shoulder heavy duties in confronting the dangers of the normali- 
zation of relations with Israel and that the most important of these 
duties, in his opinion, are: 


1. Establishing the society of virtue and uprightners. It is time to 
make the Islamic Shari'a the basis of legislation and of laws because it 
is needed now more urgently the ever before to confront the many dangers 
facing our country as a resul' dealing with the Jews. Moreover, the 
Shari'a is capable of reforming oclety's flaws. 


2. The need to rely on ourselves and to consume products made in Egypt 

and in the Islamic countries only. Such a position is capable of protecting 
Egypt against any Israeli control over our economy and eliminates the 
harmful aspects of consumption, as well as the reliance on whatever is 
imported--a reliance developing since the adoption of the open-door 
economic policy. 





3. Setentific Danger 


This danger lies basically in our believing the myth of the alleged 
Jewish genius and in having Israel replace the Arab and Islamic countries 
in the establishment of joint projects. 


Salah Jalal, the head of AL~AHRAM's science section, says: For more than 
20 years, we in Egypt have been rejecting the Israeli arrogance and 

superciliousness in the spheres of science and technology, including the 
assumption that Israel has the capabilities to teach the Egyptians and to 


lead them to prosperity. 


The Egyptian scientific society does not agree with or approve the Israeli 
supremacy complex and the assumption that Israel is the only cradle of 
science and technology in the Middle East and that it is an oasis of 
progress in the middle of a desert of backwardness inhabited by ignorant 
Arabs, including the Egyptians. While talking, they [presumably the 
Israelis] fail to take into their consideration the vast aid and advantages 
they get from the United States and from the Jews in all parts of the 
world. 


Salah Jalal further says that the Israeli scientific society must under- 
stand that the Egyptian scientists are enough for Egypt, despite the 
difficulties facing them, and that they certainly don't need the experience 
of the sons of Israel. 


154 








Spheres of Cooperation Limited and Small 


The head of AL~AHRAM's science section believes that there is only a very 
small and limited possibility for scientific cooperation with Israel and 
that thie ie the duty of every Egyptian scientist until Ierael evacuates 
from all the occupied Arab territories and until it gives the Palestinian 
people their rights, i.e. until the just and comprehensive peace is 
achieved and is no longer a mere separate peace treaty. 


Salah Jalal also censures the Israeli scientific society that stands 
silent and negative, and even supports the determination of the Israelis 
and of the policy makers to usurp the Palestinians’ legitimate human 
rights. How could scientific cooperation exist after all this? Peace 
must include the Palestinians who are distinguished by holding the highest 
scient’ . degrees among the scientific figures of the area. 


Warning Against Joint Projects 


The third point to which Salah Jalal draws attention is that of warning 
against joint projects with Israel. Israel seeks from such projects to 
plant a foot and to have influence in our country. You can imagine Egypt 
with projects costing hundreds of millions of pounds in which Israel 
participates. Will Israel be then an ordinary state or a state with a 
special influence, especially since it is adjacent to our borders? 


There is no doubt that the most serious project of all is that of supplying 
the Nile [water] to Israel. Salah Jalal urges the need for rejecting 

this plan finally because its implementation will mean that Egypt will 

have with Israel relations similar to its relatioas with Sudan, i.e. 
special relations. Israel may even resort to war if Egypt cuts off the 
Nile water supply in the future. 


Explaining the reasons for the Egyptian people's rejection of supplying 
the Nile water to Israel, Salah Jalal says: 


1. Supplying the Nile River water to Israel for any reason, behind any 
mask or under any pretext or justification means bolstering Israel's 
strength at a time when it is occupying Arab territories and refusing to 
give the Palestinian people their legitimate rights. 


2. Water is Egypt's most precious resource and Egypt needs every drop 

of water for development, for the new cities, for reconstruction and for 
reclaiming desert lands and no drop of water should be squandered for any 
reason. 


3. International water laws stipulate that if a state wants to dispose 
of the water of a river passing through more than one country it must get 
the approval of all the other countries for such action. 
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Therefore, Egypt may not act separately and supply the Nile water to Isracl, 
Even an agreement with Sudan is not enough for such action. The approval 

of all the other African countries, such as Ethiopia and others, in which 
the Nile runs must be acquired, When we learn that Sudan does not approve 
supplying the Nile water to Israel and that it has even threatened to 

limit the quantity of Nile water supply reaching Egypt, as already reported 
by AL=DA'WAH, we can learn of the extent of the major crisis that may 

result from a separate measure embodied in an agreement by the Egyptian 
officials to supply the Nile water to Israel. 


Salah Jalal warns that in the wake of the establishment of its embassy in 
Egypt, Israel will try to revive this idea anew and will exert big efforts 


f.~ this purpose. Let the officials beware. 
Close Picture of Israeli Thinking 


In confirmation of all that we have said, we will convey to the reader a 
close picture of the Israeli thinking in the form of an article written 

by an Israeli scientist named (Nichemiah Myers) for one of the U.S. science 
magazines. It is noticed that the article contains all that we have 

warned against, namely: 


1, The alleged Israeli experience and genius is capable of teaching the 
Egyptians! 


2. Israel's feverish desire to set up scientific projects in Egypt, 
especially in the Sinai. The serious and sound position taken by Egypt 
toward such projects so far has been the position of vigilance and care- 
fulness. We hope, and urge, that this position will be kept up and that 

the exchange of ambassadors between the two countries will not be a cause 
for changing this position so that we may not give Israel influence in 

our country, so that Israel may withdraw from the occupied Arab territories, 
especially Jerusalem, and so that it may give the Palestinian people all 
their rights. 





One-Sided Love Relationship 


The Israeli author says that the ongoing discussions regarding scientific 
and technological cooperation between Israel and Egypt reflect so far a 
one-sided love relationship. 


Whereas many Israeli professors and politicians are discussing the advan- 
tages and benefits of such cooperation, there is little response worth 
noting on the Egyptian side. Several unofficial meetings have been held 
so far between top Israeli and Egyptian scientists in various countries, 
such as the United States and Germany, to discuss the ideal method for 
starting such cooperation. But so far, the Egyptians have avoided making 
any official statements or comments in this regard. Despite this, the 
Israelis still hope and they are still talking in this regard. 
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An example of the offers made by Israel in this regard is the offer made 
by Joseph (Tekoah), the former Israeli UN ambassador and the new presi- 
dent of Ben Gurion University, who has announced that the unversity has 
decided to allocate 100 million dollars to finance desert research studies 
from which both Egypt and Israel can benefit. Tekoah has added that the 
Egyptian scientists are invited to take part in the studies and the 
projects. The latest statement in this regard is the statement made by 
(Amos Hoerff), the chairman of the Haifa Technical Center, who has announced 
the center's readiness to embark on bilateral relations with the Egyptian 
institutes. As a first step, Hoerff pointed out the possibility of having 
students of Egyptian universities and of science and technology institutes 
conduct higher studies at the Haifa Center and the possibility of letting 
Egypt use the center's research laboratories and benefit from the facili- 
ties it offers. 


The Israeli author says that the most suitable place for beginning such 
cooperation is the Sinai desert because the Israeli scientists have conducted 
concerted studies and research on this area throughout the past 12 years. 

He also said that the results of these studies and research can be supplied 
to Egypt now that the Sinai has been restored to it. 


Before these proposals take their final form, we find that those working 
in the national (Alridge) laboratories under the leadership of Dr (Elvin 
Winberg) have completed preparing a detailed report on the means to 
implement and set up such projects and that these people have visualized 
the possibility of putting into operation two [nuclear] reactors that can 
supply the energy necessary to run the new industries which will produce 
chemicals, fertilizers, plastics and aluminum, in addition to the possi- 
bility of desalinating enough water to irrigate 30,000 feddans in Egypt. 


These plans are still in existence and there are numerous other plans. 
However, the Israeli author says that the Egyptians are still reserved. 
To overcome the Egyptian reluctance, as he calls it, the author suggests 
that the international organizations hold under their auspices expanded 
scientific conferences between Egypt and Israel. 


We are entitled to conclude with utter certainty that the source of 
Israel's interest in these studies and projects in the Sinai and in our 
eastern desert is that map still hung in the Knesset and which the Israelis 
fully mean, namely the map of the greater Israel extending from the Nile 

to the Euphrates. So will we wake up and learn? 


The urgent question that poses itself is: Which will ultimately prevail, 
the logic of the Israeli author or that of the Muslim writer? This question 
will be answered by the Egyptian people and they are capable of answering 

in favor of Islam and the Muslims. 


In the next part, we will ciscuss the economic danger, God willing. 
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EGYPT 


UNIVERSITY 7... MIC GROUPS OPPOSE SHAH'S PRESENCE IN COUNTRY 
Cairo AL-D ¥ H in Arabic May 80 pp 60-61 


{Article by salah 'Abd-al-Maqsud: "Islamic Conferences in Egypt's 
Universities; No Welcome to Sons of Zion; No Welcome to Iran's Tyrant") 





[Text] The past few days have witnessed two catastrophes that have 
befallen the Muslim Egypt. 


The first is the normalization of relations with Israel and enabling 
Israel to establish its — in Cairo under the protection of the sons 
of the Muslim Egypt. 


The second is the arrival of and the protection given to Iran's tyrant in 
Egypt. 


As for the Muslim Iranian people, let them knock their heads against the 
rock. 


The Muslim youth of the Islamic groups could not remain silent in the 

face of abomination and several conferences have been held in the universi- 
ties of Cairo, al-Azhar, ‘Ayn Shams, Asyut, al-Minya, Alexandria, 
al-Minufiyah, Tanta and other universities. 


A large number of the advocates of Islam have participated in these con- 
ferences, including ‘Umar al-Tilmisani, Mustafa Mashhur, Shaykh Muhammad 
Najib al-Muti'i, Shaykh Salah Abu-Isma'il, Lawyer ‘Adil ‘Id, "Abd-al- 
Rashid Saqr and others. 


These conferences have ended up with several statements on the peace with 
Israel, explaining the truth of the Jews and the fact that the Islamic 
Shari'a prohibits peace with the Zionist enemy, as outlined in the inter- 
pretation issued in 1956 by al-Azhar Interpretation Committee which states: 


"The committee points out that peace with Israel, as sought by those 
advocating it, is not permissible by the Shari'a because it approves the 
usurper's continued usurpation of what he has usurped and because it 
acknowledges the usurper's right to what he has usurped. 
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"Therefore, it is not permissible for the Muslims to conclude peace with 

the Jews who have usurped the land of Palestine. The Muslims must cooperate 
to restore this country to its owners and must support the strugglers 

with weapons and with the other means of struggle for this purpose. 

Whoever fails or lags behind in this duty and whoever lets down the Muslims 
in this regard or calls for whatever may cause division and disunity is, 

in the view of Islam, a renegade from Islam and the perpetrator of the 
biggest crimes." 


These conferences have urged the Muslim people of Egypt to understand the 
truth of the Jews and then to: 


Condemn the recognition of Israel and the peace treaty and normalization 
of relations with it. 


Boycott Israel completely in the political, economic, information and 
cultural spheres by refraining from dealing with its diplomats and 
journalists and from offering any services to its tourists, by boycotting 
its books, papers, information programs and goods (both in terms of 
merchandizing and consumption) and by banning the exportation of any goods 
to it. 


Boycotting any Egyptian who swerves from the above resolution. 


Studying the ethics and nature of the Jews in the Koran and the prophet's 
honorable life, teaching the people as to these ethics and nature and 
acquainting them with the ambitions and plans of the Jews so that the 
people may be on their guard. 


Clinging to the rights of the Muslims, not only in the Bank, the Strip, 
the Syrian heights and Sinai but also in Palestine itself. 


These conferences have also denounced the law of shame. Lawyer ‘Adil 

"Id pointed out the connection between the Camp David accords, the norma- 
lization and the law of shame and has said that this law is in implementa- 
tion of some provisions of the accords. 


No Welcome to Executioners 


There was a similar response to hosting the shah in Egypt in several 
conferences, the most important being the conference held at Cairo Univer- 
sity on 26 March 1980. The university officials tried to block this 
conference with all the various means. The university gates were closed 
because of it and prominent advocate brother ‘Umar al-Tilmisani was 
prevented from attending it. 


The details of this conference which lasted from 1200 to 1500 were covered 
by the international news. agencies and broadcasting stations. 
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The U.S, television was also eager to cover this conference, The ABC, 
CUS and NBC networks covered it, 


The correspondents of the British Reuters news service and of the U.S. 
Associated Press and United Press wire services, the French AFP wire ser- 
vice and the Weat German wire service, in addiction to other wire services, 
also attended it, 


U.S. television correspondents and the correspondent of the Weat German 
[DPA] wire service conducted several interviews with the Islamic group 
youths. 


As for the Egyptian information media, they--as usual--ignored the matter 
as if nothing had happened whereas all the world's broadcasting stations 
have reported it. 


We Oppose Shah's Coming 


The conference began with a reading from the Koran and then brother 
Ahmad ‘Umar delivered an address in which he said: 


We oppose the shah's coming to Egypt because he has committed crimes 
against his people and his religion. It is the right of the Muslim people 
of Iran to seize and punish him. It is the duty of any Islamic state to 
work to establish God's restrictions and "it is better to establish one 

of God's restrictions than to have the skies rain for 40 days." 


"Umar added: We oppose because God, may He be praised, approves of our 
opposition and because God's prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon 
him, wants us to do so and because he has instructed us: “Whoever of you 
encounters an abomination, let him correct it with his hand. If not, then 
with his words and if not, then with his heart and this is the feeblest 
of faith.” 


Act Unbefitting Egypt 


While brother Ahmad ‘Umar was delivering his address. the U.S. television 
correspondents were covering the conference proceedings. Then a university 
guard rushed and snatched the microphone away from the hands of a CBS 
correspondent, thus obstructing the mission of the television team for 
which thousands of dollars were paid in costs. 


This Is Freedom 
Dr ‘Isam-al-Din al-‘Aryan then began his address with a comment on this 
incident, saying: Young people, this is freedom in its most magnificent 


form! You have seen democracy in its sublimest meaning! We want nothing 
other than to say the word of truth. 
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Dr ‘leam al-'Aryan then began to recount the story of the shah and of his 
tyranny in Tehran, He said that the number of people killed in 196) was 
3,000 martyrs, of those killed in 1978 wae 5,000 martyra and that the 
number of people arreated during the shah's reign was 100,000, 


Al-'Aryan added that the shah controlled the Iranian people's wealth: 

The ofl revenues, the fishing sector, the Iranian Airlines, the shah's 
foundation which was exempted from taxes, 10 percent of the Iranian lands, 
in addition to the entire two provinces of Khuzestan and (Sistan). 


American-Style Islam 


It ie the right of the Iranian government to arrest, try and punish the 
shah. This is even an Islamic duty: “And you shall have life in punish- 
ment, O people who have a heart." 


Egypt is not a den for tyrants nor a club for criminals to host the former 
number one friend of Israel. 


How can the Egyptian government devote attention to protecting the shah 
when financial pressures are bearing down on the people and when the 
uncontrollable prices and the isolation imposed on Egypt cannot be ignored? 


Al-'Aryan then said: This is the rule of Islam against a tyrant like this 
one. 


An Islam that approves and protects such action is an unsound Islam. 


Where Is Islam 
Advocate ‘Abd-al-Rashid Saqr, the imam of Salah-al-Din Mosque, then said: 


O you youth, God addresses to the strongholds of falsehood a cry that 
demolishes them completely: "We shall hurl the truth at falsehood and 
the truth shall stamp out and kill the falsehood." 


There is in the Islamic world malice against Islam and the Muslims. 


There are forces working to steer the young men and women away from Islam 
but God's promise is coming--"but God's triumph is imminent." 


He added: O youth, there is a difference between the Islamic society and 
the society in which we live. There is a difference between a man who 
strayed and came to the prophet to establish the restrictions against him-- 
and the prophet did so and assured him that he was desinte for paradise-- 
and a man who has committed a crime against thousands of his people and 
who, after being rejected by the world, has come to this land in which 

this faith is strengthening the hearts. He has not asked that the restric- 
tions be established but is being protected and defended. 
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Saqr concluded by saying: O youth, God bleas you if you declare the 
rightful word and the rule of [alam againet a tyrant like this one, 


[Box on page 61] What Le Happening in Asyut University? 


We thought that the closure of gates, the endeavor to prevent the conference 
by force and the arrest of a number of youth=-whose names we have--that 

took place in the recent Cairo University conference were serious matters 
requiring the officials to review their actions vis-a-vis the Ielamic 
groups. 


But what has happened in Asyut is bigger than to be allowed to pass without 
bringing the officials to account for it. Here are the details: 


The Islamic group in Asyut held a conference on "rejecting the stay of the 
shah in Egypt." At the conclusion of the conference, the students marched 
in a peaceful demonstration from the university town. Suddenly, the 
security forces hurled their tear-gas bombs and used their shotguns 
[banadiq rash). As a result: 

1. Brother ‘Antar Kamal ‘Ali was martyred. 

2. More than 10 students were wounded, six of them seriously, including: 
Muhammad Ra'id ‘Abd-al-Fattah: Brain concussion suspected. 

"Ieam Muhammad: Brain concussion suspected. 

Rashad Farraj: Head and chest bruises and cuts in lower lip. 
‘Abd-al-Basit Kamal-al-Din: Multiple fracture of the right leg bone. 
Sayyid Ahmad Ibrahim: Hemorrhage under the conjunctiva. 


"Abd-al-Basit ‘Abdallah Ahmad: Several shotgur wounds behind the chest 
and hemorrhage in the crystal [al-balluri] membrane. 


3. More than 60 students were arrested. 


All this has taken place when no slogans of instigation against any regime 
were raised and when no shouts for the downfall of anybody were voiced. 

We hope that such incidents will be investigated quickly. We also hope 
that the brother members of the Islamic groups will remain patient in the 
face of these provocations. 
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EGYPT 


CONFERENCE DEMANDS RESTORATION OF USURPED RELIGIOUS PROPERTIES TO AL-AZHAR 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic May 80 p 62 


[Article by Basyuni al-Hulwani: "“Al-Ashar Professors Demand That Usurped 
Monies and Property of Awqaf Be Returned and That al-Jala' Hospital Be 
Annexed to al-Azhar University" ] 


[Text] "God's Curse Be Upon People Among Whom Right Is Lost." This was 
the slogan of the major student conference held by the students of al-Azhar 
University's College of the Principles of Religion and attended by 

Dr Muhammad al-Sa'd Farhud, the acting president of the university; 

Dr Ibrahim Nawwarah, a People's Assembly member; Dr Khalifah Kamali, dean 
of al-Azhar School of Medicine and Dr Fu'ad al-Hifnawi, the professor and 
head of the gynecology and obatetricsa section of al-Azhar School of 
Medicine and the director of al-Jala' Hospital. Brother Ahmad ‘Atif, the 
general secretary of al-Azhar Studentsa Union, supervised the conference. 


Conference Recommendations 


The conference, attended by more than 10,000 students, led by university 
professors, has made the following recommendations: 


The conference recommends that all the property of the Muslim Awqaf 
usurped over a period of time be returned. The conference also urges the 
Ministry of Awqaf and the Professoriate of al-Azhar to exert serious and 
decisive efforts to realize this goal. 


The conference demands that the officials exert immediate and decisive 
efforts for the return of al-Jala' Hospital to the control of al-Azhar 
University because it was built with the monies of the Muslim religious 
truste. 


The conference urges the need for devoting attention to al-Azhar University 
hospitals and for supplying them with the resources they require so that 
they may participate more extensively in providing treatment to the citizen. 
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The conference urgea the state agencies concerned and in charge to have 
the fear of God in [implementing] the slogan of the national unity so that 
it may not turn into a sword held over the heads of some people while 
others remain free of it. 


Details of Conference 


The conference, held at 1100 at Imam 'Abd-al-Halim Mahmud Hall in the 
College of the Principles of Religion, started with a Koran recitation, 
Then Ahmad Qutub, from the gynecology section of al-Azhar School of 
Medicine, took the floor to say: The issue for which this conference 

has been held is one of the most serious issues facing al-Azhar currently, 
now that we have heard the slogans raised to develop al-Azhar--slogans 
which will push it backward actually, The development of al-Azhar can be 
achieved only through graduat ing the Muslim advocate, the Muslim doctor 
and the Muslim engineer and through providing this graduate with the 
message of Islam which contains all the resources to qualify him to perform 
his message in the best manner. But unfortunately, we have seen no 
development so far because the officials of al-Azhar and of its university 
are against anything new, even if it serves Islam. 


Unimplemented Decision 


Dr Khalil Kamali, the dean of al-Azhar School of Medicine, then addressed 
the conference, saying: Since the creation of al-Azhar School of Medicine, 
we have not been able to find the resources and the hospitals to train our 
students. We know that a student of medicine spends more than one half 

his academic work in practical studies. We don't even own at present 
al-Jala' Hospital which is built on religious trust land and which has 

cost more than 120 million pounds of al-Azhar monies. A decree was 

issued by the minister of health in October 1978 to return this hospital 

to the control of al-Azhar University but, very regrettably, the minister's 
decree has gone with the wind. 


On the other hand, the School of Medicine Council met on the morning of 
the conference and agreed unanimously on the need to re-annex al-Jala' 
Hospital to al-Azhar University soon so that the students may be able to 
continue their studies and so that the school may perform its role in the 
best manner. 


Dr Ibrahim Nawwarah, the People's Assembly member who has adopted the 
problem of the usurped monies and property of al-Azhar in the assembly, 
then said in an address to the conference: The issue of the awgqaf is not 
confined to al-Jala' Hospital and to other usurped properties and hospitals. 
The issue is more serious. Al-Azhar is being fought with all the means 

and methods to have its winged clipped and to be made unable to perform 

its message. This damaging plan is the highest goal of communism, of the 
crusaders and of the enemies of Islam generally. Concluding his address, 
Nawwarah demanded that the ministers of awqaf from 1952 and up to the 
present be brought to trial because they have failed to defend the property 
of the Muslims. 
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At the end of the major atudent conference, Dr Fu'ad al-Hifnawi, the 
director of al-Jala' Hospital, said: What al-Ashar and the Muslims are 
facing today is not caused by an inadequacy in their resources or by a 
lack in their monies but by the misplanning facing al-Azhar and by the 
negligence of ite sons of their own rights--a negligence which has led to 
the loss and ugqurpation of their properties, 


Legal Opinion of Departed Imam 


The legal opinion of departed Imam ‘Abd-al-Halim Mahmud on al-Azhar's 
usurped truste and properties waa distributed to the conference. This 
opinion states: 


"The religious trusts taken away from al-Azhar through deception and 
trickery still belong to al-Azhar by the power of the Shari'a because the 
trusts given in the form of charitable gifts cannot be taken away in this 
manner. All those who have seized these trusts are eating something 
proscribed. God accepts no deed from those who eat the proscribed and they 
are the losers in the hereafter." 


[Box on Page 62) Security Forces' Storming of University Hospital in 
Asyut 


We have received the minutes of the meeting of the Asyut University 
Hospital Board of Directors held on Monday, 31 March 1980, to discuss the 
issue of the security forces' storming of the hospital and their taking 
away the body of a killed person from the mortuary. 


We hope that a copy of these minutes has reached the officials so that 
they may do the necessary. 


AL-DA'WAH 
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EGYPT 


MUSLIM YOUTH ADVISED ON HOW TO ENGAGE IN ISLAMIC ACTION 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic May 80 p 63 
[Article by Mustafa Mashhur: "Steps on Path") 


[Text] Brother Muslim youth, the step of determining the correct visuali- 
zation of the Islamic action and of abiding by this visualization requires 
@ serious pause from you because the issue of working in Islam and for 
Islam is not a subsidiary issue in your life but a fateful issue for which 
you must devote all the time, efforts, thought, money and spirit you 
possess. You must give this issue utter attention in exploring, seeking 
guidance and investigating so that you may reach the correct visualization 
of the Islamic action and of all that is required from you, especially 

in this phase of the life of the Islamic call. The issue cannot withstand 
involvement in experiments in which the capabilities are squandered and in 
which lives may be lost as a result of rashness and lack of discernment. 
Each of us has one life and one soul. So, let us trust in God and 
sacrifice them on the right path. 


If we examine matters carefully we would find that the difference in 
understanding Islam or in visualizing the Islamic action is behind the rise 
of these various groupings, their disunity and the lack of unity and 
solidarity in their efforts to confront this ferocious assault by the 
enemies of Islam who unite when they fight Islam. 


Learn, brother youth, that when you find the correct and complete visuali- 
zation of the Islamic action you will be able to render Islam a big 
service and to be a sound brick that bolsters the entity of the construc- 
tive Islamic movement and a factor in uniting and strengthening the ranks. 
But if you act rashly, if you isolate yourself without reason and if you 
live under a narrow or faulty impression of the Islamic action, then you 
will squander your energies on things that bring Islam no serious benefit 
and you may be even aiding the devil and the enemies of Islam in shattering 
the unity of the Muslims in the form of small groups whose efforts may be 
conflicting and which may be preoccupied with susbidiary and superficial 
differences. 
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he alert, brother Muslim youth, to the responsibility entrusted to you 

in this phase of the life of the call, namely the responsibility of 
establishing the Islamic state that protects Muslims and the land of Islam 
from these successive attacks by the infidels and the atheists. Know that 
the Muslims commit a sin if they don't work to set up this state. Don't 
be one of those who say that we must only worship God and He will give us 
control on earth because you must adopt the means and follow the example 
of our prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him, and of his 
companions and find out how they founded the first Islamic state. 


This is the path. So learn it, brother youth, and adhere to it and God 
will give you success and will bring us through you a resounding victory, 
God willing. 


We have thus found out the danger of adopting any incorrect or incomplete 
visualization of the Islamic action insofar as the ordinary Muslim individual 
is concerned. When this individual is in charge of leading and guiding 
others, the danger and the sin are greater. Let whoever is responsible 
for other Mislims who have trusted him to guide them fear God in giving 
them guidance and let him not swerve with them from the correct and 
complete visualization of the Islamic action and from the right path for 
realizing this visualization with the joint efforts of the other faithful 
men who work under the canopy of unity which is the symbol of strength and 
under the canopy of love and brotherhood in God which are the strongest 
bonds. Let this individual give the devil no means to sow disunity and 
disagreement among the active Muslims and let him clear and purge his soul 
of whatever foils good deeds, such as the love of leadership and of 
ostentation, opinionation and other aspects that ruin collective action, 
crush its blessing and expose it to failure. 


"And God tells the truth and leads to the right path." 
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